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The Delight of Sin is Momentary, 
the Torment Eternal. 
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To the moſt Excellent Majeſty of 


HENRIETTA MAR TIA, 


Queen of GREAT-BRITAIN. 
I fe. of Cat ftes 27 


MADAM, 


* Joy for your Majeſty's 3 
AJ Return, I know not better how 
== to expreſs my own particular, 


tan by moſt humbly Preſenting to your 


Majeſty, my Tranſlation of this Excellent 
French Book, in the Solitude of a Priſon, 
which was made more eaſy by ſome Rela- 
tion it had to your Majeſty's Service. 
And I preſume the rather upon this 
Dedication, becauſe all that Good which is 
derived to us from France ( whereof I con- 
ceive this may be a Part) ſhould receive 
Honour and Increaſe of Value from your 


Majeſty, that it may ſo diffuſe it ſelf with 


more Authority and Profit amon git thoſe 
who may be capable to receive it. Your 
Majeſty (having read the Original) doth 
well know, that the principal Scope of it 
is, to teach the Love of God, and Con- 
tempt of this World, with many other 
principal Virtues. | 

A 2 And 


; The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

And for the Practice of them all, this 
Age could not have hoped for ſo rare an 
Example to inſtruct all the great Ladies of 
Chriſtendom, as it hath found in your Ma- 
jeſty, as well by your admirable Fortitude, 
and perfect Reſignation to God's holy Will 


in all your Majeſty's extream Afflictions, 


Dangers, and Preſſures at Sea and Land; 
as alſo by your Majeſty's many Sacred 
Retirements (in the moſt holy Time of the 
Year) to ſprinkle your Pleaſures (volunta- 


rily) with ſome of thatGall which was upon 


our Saviour's Lips, when he ſuffer'd his 
bitter Paſſion'and Death for our Sins. Our 
great Divines affirm, that the preſent Sut- 
ferings of Mount Calvary, lead directly to 
the future Glories of Mount Tabor. 

And therefore, ſince your Majeſty hath 
patiently endured ſo many unjuſt and rigo- 


rous Croſſes in the Mount Calvary of this 


World, we have great Reaſon to hope, that 
our bleſſed Saviour hath prepared for your 
Majeſty a moſt glorious Crown in the next, 
which will never have End. And this ſhall 
ever be the inceſſant, and fervent Prayer of, 


Mapam, 3 
Dur MAFEST Y's poor and 
moſt humbly devoted Beadſman, 


BASIL BROOK. 
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ATABLE of all the Goſpels 
and Particulars of our Saviour's Paſ- 


ſion mentioned in this Book, with 
their Moralities and Aſpirations, 


UCON the Word of Geneſis. Lib. 1. 
Cap. 3. Thon art Duſt, and to Duſt 
thou ſhalt return. Fol. 1 
Upon the Goſpel of St. Matthew, Cap. 6. Of 
Hypocritical Faſting. 5 
Upon St. Matthew 18. Of the Centurions 
Words, O Lord I am not wortly. 8 
Upon St. Matthew 5. Wherein we are di- 
rected to pray for our Enemies. 13 
Upon St. Matthew 6. Of the Apoſtles dan- 
er at Sea. I 
Upon St. Matthew 4. Of our Saviour's 
being tempted in the Deſart. 21 
Upon St. Matthew 25. Of the Fudgment- . 
day. 2 
Upon 2 Matthew 21. Jeſus drave out it. 
Buyers and Sellers out of the Temple, 33 
Upon St. Matthew 12. The Phariſees de- 
mand a jign of Feſus. 37 
Upon St. Matthew 15. Of the Woman 4 
Canaan. 
Upon St. John g. Of the probatick Pond. 46 
Upon St. Matthew 17. Of the Tran gigu- 
ration of our Lord. 30 


Upon 


| 1 


The TABLE. 
, Upon St. John 8. Feſus ſaid to the Jour, 


re I go ye cannot come, Fol. 5 
Upon St. Matthew 23. Feſus ſaid, 7 2 
Phariſees fit in Moſes's Chair, believe 
therefore what they ſay. 59 
Upon St. Matthew 20. The requeſt of the 
Wife of Zebedee for ber Sons James 
and John. 64. 
Upon St. Luke 16. Of the rich Glutton 
and poor Lazarus 68 
Upon St. Matthew 21. Of the Maſter of 
the Vineyard, whoſe Son Was killed by 
his Farmers. 73 
Upon St. Luke 15.-Of the prodigal Child. 78 
Upon St. Luke 11. Feſus caſt out the Devil 
which was dumb. 84 
Upon St. Luke 4. Jeſus is required to 0 
Miracles in bis own Country. | 
Upon St. Matthew 18. If thy Brother of: 
fend tbee, tell him of it alone. 93 
Upon St. Matthew 15. The Phariſees 
asked, Why do thy Diſciples contraditt 


ancient Traditions. 98 
Upon St. Luke 4. Feſus cured the Fever = 
Simon's Mother-in- Law. 103 


Upon St. John 4. Of the Samaritan Wo- 
man at Jacob's Yell near Sichar. 107 
UDpon St. John 8. Of the Woman found in 
Adultery. I14 
Upon 


ö 


The TABLE. 


Upon St. John 6. Of the five Fiſhes and 
two Barly Loaves. Fol. 117 


Upon St. Tos 6. Of the whipping Buyers 


and Sellers out of the Temple. 13 
Upon St. John 7. The Fews marvel at the 
Learning of Feſus who was never taught. 

I2 
Upon St. Luke 9. Of the blind Man cured 
by Clay and Soi | 132 
Upon St. Luke 7. Of the Widows Son rai- 
ſed from Death to Life at Naim 2 our 
Saviour. 139 
Upon St. John 11. Of the raifing up 8 
rus from Death. 143 
Upon. St. John 8. Of our Saviour's Words, 
J am the Light of the World. 148 
Upon St. John 8. Of theſe Words, Who can 
accuſe me of fin ? 162 
Upon St. John 7. Feſus ſaid to the Pha- 
riſees, You ſhall ſeek and not find me: and 
be that is thirſty let him come to me. 157 
Upon St. John 7. Jeſus went not into Jury, 
becauſe the Fews had a purpoſe to take 
away his Life. 161 
Upon St. John 10. The Fews ſaid, If tbou 
be the Meſfias, tell us plainly. 165 
Upon St. John 7. Of St. Mary Magda- 
len's waſhing our Saviour's Feet in the 
Free Houſe. 170 
Upon 


The TABLE. at 
Upon St. Mary Magdalen's great Repenit: 1 
ance. Fok 17 
_ - Upon S.. _—_ 11. The Jews ſaid, What | 
2 we do ? for this Man doth many | 
Miracles. 177 
Upon St. John 12. The Chief Prieſts thought 
10 kill Lazarus, becauſe the Miracle upon 
bim made many follow Feſus. 182 
Upon St. Matthew 21. Our Saviour came 
in Triumph to Jeruſalem à little before 
his Paſſion. 186 
Upon St. John 12. St. Mary Magdalen 
anointed our Saviour's Feet with precious 
Ointment, at which Judas repined. 191 
Upon St. John 13, Of our Saviour's waſp- 


ing the Feet of bis Apoſtles. 195 
Moralities upon the Garden of Mount 
Oliver. 8 


Moralities of the Apprebenſn of Feſus. 20 5 

Appirations upon St. Peter's paſſionate Tears. , 
208 
Moralities upon the Pretorian or Fudgment- 
Hall. 209 
Moralities for Good: Bridayi; z upon the 
Death of Feſus Chriſt. | 213 
The Goſpel for Eaſter- day, St. Mark 16. 225 
— 28 for Zaſter- Monday, St. Luke. 


229 
"ae Goſpel on 1 John 20. 239 
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And for the Firſt Dov, upon the Con: 
A federation of Aſhes. 


zz HOU art Duſt, and to Duſt thon 
& /balt return, Gen. 3. 
1. It is an excellent way to 
begin Lent with the conſidera- 
tion of Duſt, whereby Nature gives us be- 
ginning; and by the ſame Death ſhall put 
an end to all our worldly vanities. There 
is no better way to abate and humble — 
proudeſt of all Creatures, than to 
ſent his beginning and his end. The mid. 
dle part of our Life (like a kind of Pro- 
teus) takes upon it ſeveral ſnapes not un- 


| derſtood by others; but the firſt and laſt 


part of it deceive no Man; for they do 
both begin and end in Duſt. It is a ſtrange 
thing that Man knowing well what he 
hath been, and what he muſt be, is not 


confounded in himſelf, by obſerving the 


Pride of his own Life, and the great diſ- 
order of his Paſſions. The end of all 


other Creatures is leſs deformed than that 
of Man. Plants in their Death retain 


ome pleaſing. ſmell of their Bodies: The 
B little 


272, =: 


little Roſe burics it ſelf i in her natural 
ſweetneſs, . and carnation Colour. Many 
Creatures at their Death leave us their 
Teeth, Horns, Feathers, Skins; of which 
we make great ule, . Others after death 
are ſerved up in Silver and Golden Diſhes, 
to feed the greateſt perſons of the World. 
Only Mans dead Carcaſe is good for no- 
thing but to feed Worms; and yet he 
often retains the preſumptuous pride of a 
Giant, by the exorbitance of his Heart; 
and the cruel nature of a Murderer, by 
the furious rage of his revenge. Surely 
that Man muſt either be ſtupid by nature, 
or moſt. wicked by his own election, who 
will not correct and amend himſelf, having 
{till before his Eyes Aſhes for his Glaſs, 
and Death for his Miſtreſs. -: 


2. This conſideration of Duſt, is an 
excellent remedy” to cure Vices, and an 


aſſured Rampire againſt all temptations. 


St. Paulinus ſaith excellently well; That 
holy 7 ob Was free trom all Temptations ; 


when he was placed upon the Smoke and 
Duſt of his Humility. He that lies upon 
the Ground can fall no lower; but may 
contemplate all above him, and medi- 
täte how to raife himſelf by the Hand of 
90. which pulls down the Proud, and 


cxalts 1 


1 


. dr Lent. 3 
exalts the Humble. Is a Man tempted 
with pride 2. J 1 of Aſhes 
| will Ex him.. 45 pe a vithy 
ton, Love (Which is Pin 0 
Fire cannot c 5 he HAR? 
cuted with ns Ates do =P 
2 2 Leecher and Blood-Suckers 8 
Every thing gives wa 
| ch TEN: = becauſe Go ol is Diced 
xc Fplttuments, of Fra out 
8 4 the bg i giin infenmuties... :, 
| It we knew how to uſe rightly. the 
/ 838 of Death, we ſhould there 
0 


11 the ſtreams. of Life : All the World 
together is of. no Imation to, him, that 
g | 1 ;ightly knows the true: yahue.. of, 3 juſt 
S, Man's death. It would be neccſlatj that 
they who were taken with the curioſity of 
in | Lulips, ſhould ſet in their Gardens 4 
an Plant called, Napel, whi V carries a flower 
chat moſt. perfectly geſembles ga Deaths- 
nat bead. 1 7 if Tod er Tulips, do. pleaſe 
| 2 cir, Sen at will Rue. their Rea- 
ad Kee 55 laſt death we ſhould die 
bon _— other deaths; by forſaking all 
nay thoſe Creatures and Affections 55 
edi- lead us to Sin. We ſhould reſemble thoſe 
1 of | Creatures ( ſacred to the Egyprians) called 
and Cynocephales, which died piece-meal, and 
] B 2 were 
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were buried long before their death : So 
ſhould, we bury all our Concupiſcences 
before: we go to the Graye, and irive to 
live ſo, that when death comes, he ſhould 
find very little buſineſs with us. 


Aſpiration. 
Father of all Effences, ho giveſt 
beginning to all things, and art with- 
out end? Tfiis Day I take Aſhes upon my 
Head, thereby profeſſiig; (before thee) 
my being mes and to do thee ho- 
mage for that which I am; and for that 
T ought to be by thy great bounties. Alas! 
O Lord, my poor Soul is confounded to 
ſee ſo many ſparkles of Pride and Cove- 


touſneſs ariſe from this caitiff Duſt, Which 


J am; fo little do J yet learn how to 
live, and ſo late do I know how to die. 
O. God of my life and death, I moſt 
num bl. Y. beſeech thee, ſo to govern the 
firſt i in me, and fo to' ſweeten the laft for 
me, , that if I live, I may live only for 


thee; and if I muſt die, that I may enter 


into everlaſting bliſs, by dying in thy 
YA, love and favor. 


The 


a 8a — ws 


: 1 A 


or Lent, 5 


The Goſpel for Aflwredneſday, St. Mat: 
thew 6. | 


| of Hypoc critical Fiſting; | 
W 7 faſt, be not as the Fine 
for they disfgure their Faces, 
that 22 may appear unto men to faſt. Amen, 
Jay unto you, that they have received 
their reward. 
But thou when thou doeſt faft, anoint thy 
head, and waſh thy face; that thou appear 
) not to men to faſt, but to thy Father which 
s un ſecret: and thy Father which \ſeeth i it 
: 1 ſecret will repay thee. 
p Heap not up to your ſelves treaſures on 
: ' the earth: where the ruſt and moth do cor- 
h | rupt, and where thieves dig through and 
1 
C 


- * 


at AO — 
— 


fteal. But heap up to our ſelves treaſures in 
heaven, where neither ruſt nor moth doth 
corrupt, and where thieves do not dig through 


N nor ſteal; For where thy treaſure ts, there 
«NY X" [A heart alſo. _ 8 

or ; 

or ; [Soar ates | 1 

51 Hat Man go's to Hell by the way 
hy of Paradiſe, who faſts and afflicts 


his Body, to draw the praiſe of Men. 


Sorrow and Vanity together, are .not able 
to make one Chriſtian Act. He deſerves 


© ++ Ss 


* RB 8 6 " "that 
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that he may (well and burſt with vain- 


glory. He ſtands for a ſpectacle for others, 
being the Murderer of himſelf, and by 


ſowingVanity, reaps nothing but the Wind, 


Our Intehtions 'puſt be wholly "UirdQed 
to God, and our examp les for 807 Neigh- 
bor. The Father of all Virtues is not to 
be ſerved with counterfeit Devotions ſuch 
Lies are abomination in his ſight, and Ter- 
tullian faith, they are as many Adulteries. 
2. It imports us much to begin Lent 
well, entering into thoſe liſts, in 1 which ſo 
many holy Souls have run their courſe with 
ſo great ſtrictneſs; having been glorious 
before God, and honorable before Men. 
The difficulty of it is apprehended only by 
thoſe who have their Underſtandings. ob- 
ſtructed by a violent affection to Kitchin- 
ſtuff. It is no more burdenſome to a cou- 
ragious Spirit, than Feathers are to a Bird. 
The chearfulneſs which à Man brings to 
a good Action in the beginning; do's ; balf 
the work. Let us waſh our Faces by Con- 
ſeſſions, Let us perfume our Head (who | 
is Jeſus Chriſt) by Alms-deeds. Faſting 
is a moſt delicious feaſt to the Conſcience, 
when it is accompanied with Pureneſs 
and Charity 3 but it breeds great thirſt, 
when it is not nouriſhed with Deovetion; 
and watered with mercy. 3. What | 


ECTS... | 


Jor Leni. 7 
3. What ent pain is taken to get 


Treaſure; what care to preſerve it; what 
fear to loſe it; ; and what ſorrow when it 
is loſt? Alas, is there needs of fo great co- 
vetouſneſs in Life, to encounter with ſuch 
extream nakedneſs in death? We have 
not the Souls of Giants, nor the Body of 
a Whale. If God will have me poor, 
muſt I endeavour to reverſe the Decrees . 
of Heaven and Earth, that I may become 
rich? To whom do we truft the ſafety of 
our Treaſures? To Ruſt, to Moths and 
Thieves; were it not better we ſhould in 


dur infirmities . only on God Al- 


mighty, and comfort our Poverty in him 
who is only rich; and ſo carry our 
Souls to Heaven, where Jeſus on the day 
of his Aſcenſion did place our Sovereign 
good? Only Serpents and Covetous men 
deſire to ſleep amongſt Treaſures, as Saint 
Clement. ſaith. But the greateſt Riches of 
the World is Poverty ty from Tor 
touſneſs. | _ 
. Aſpirations, © + 

I ſeek thee (O invincible God) * 

the Abys of thy brightneſs, and I ſee 
thee through the Vail of thy Creatures. 
Wilt thou always be hidden from me? 


ſhall I never ſee thy Face, which with a 


B 4 glympſe 


radiſe ; I work in ſecret, but I know thou 
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glympſe of thy ſplendor. canſt make Pa- 


art able to reward me in the light. A Man, 
can loſe nothing by ſerving thee, and yet 
nothing is valuable to thy ſervice, for the 
pain it ſelf is a ſufficient recompence. 
Thou art the food of my faſtings, and 
the cure of my infirmities. What have 
I to do with Moles, to dig the Earth, like 
them and there to hide Treaſures? Is it 
not time to cloſe the Earth, whien thou 
doſt open Heaven? and to carry my 
heart where thou art, ſince all my Riches 
are in thee? Doth not he deſerve to be 
evetlaſtingly poor, who cannot be con- 
tent with a God ſo rich as thou art. 
The Goſpel for the firſt Thurſday in 
Lent, St. Matthew 18. of the Centu- 
rions words. | 


O Lord I am not worthy. _. 
ND when he was entered into Caper- 


naum, there came unto him aCenturion, 


 beſeeching him, and ſaying, Lord, my boy ließ 


at home ſick of the palſey, and is ſoretormented. 
And Feſus ſaith to him, I will come and 
cure him. bv EY in 
And the Centurion making anſwer, ſaid, 
Lord, I am not worthy that thou ſhouldſt 
<A $58 enter 


for Leut. 9 
enter under * roof: but only hs the word, 
and my boy ſhall be healed. For I alſo am a 
man ſubjett to Authority, having under me, 
ſouldiers © and I ſay to this, go, and be goeth : 
aud to another, come, and he cometh : and to 
my ſervant, do this, and he doth it. And Fe- 


ſus hearing this, marvelled, and ſaid to them 


that followed: him, Amen, I ſay to you, I 
have not found ſo great faith in Iſrael. 

And ſay to you, that many ſhalt come 
from the Eaſt and Weſt, and ſpall fit down 
with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob in the 


Kingdom of Heaven, but the Children of the 


Kingdoms ſhall be caſt out into the exterior 
aarkneſs, there ſhall be weeping and gnaſbing 
cf Teeth. And Feſus ſaid to the Centurion, go, 
and as thou haſt believed, be it done unto thee, 
And the 4 cvas bealed 9 the fame Hour. 


eee | 
UR whole Salvation conſiſts in 
two principals; The one is in our 
being ſenſible of God, and the, other, in 
our moving toward him; the firſt pro- 
ceeds from Faith, the other comes of Cha- 


x rity and other virtues. O what a happy 


thing it is to follow the example of this 


good Centurion, by having ſuch, elevated 
| thoughts of the Divinity, "and to know 


B 5 nothing 
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nothing of God but what he is. To behoſtl 
our heavenly Father, within this great 
tamily of the world, who effects all things 
by his ſignaÞ word, creates by his power, 
governs by his counſel, and orders by his 
goodneſs this great univerſality of all things. 
The moſt inviſible creatures have ears to | 
hear hinj. Fevers and tempeſts are part ol 
that running camp, which marcheth under | 
his Standard: They advance and retire | 
themſelves under the ſhadow of his 
command: he only hath power to give 
mealuers to the heavens, bounds to the | 
Sea; to joyn the Faſt and Weſt toge- | 
ther In an inſtant, and to be in all places 
where his pleaſure i is underſtood. © | 
2. O how goodly a thing it is to go 
unto him, like this. great Captain! To 
go, faid I? Nay rather to fly as he doth. | 
by the two wings of Charity and Humi- 
lity. His Charity made him have a ten- 
der care of his poor- Servant, and to. 
eſteem his health more dear, than great 
men do the rareſt pieces in their Cabi- 
nets: He doth not truſt his ſervants, but 
takes the charge upon himſelf: making 
himſelf (by the power of love). a: fer- 
vant to him, who by birth was made 
ſubjeR. * to His d! What 5 | 


: 

7 

| 
"a \ 
4 
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for Lent. 11 
faid of ſo many Maſters and Miſtreſſes, 
now adays, who live always ſlaves to 
their. Paſſions ? having no care at all of 
the Salvation, Health, or Neceſſities of 


their Servants, as if they were nothing 
elſe but the ſcum of the World. They 


make great uſe of their labours and ſer- 


vice (which is juſt) but neglects their 
Bodics, and kill their Souls by the in- 
fection of their wicked examples. Mark 
the humility of this Souldier, who. doth 
not think his Houle worthy to be en- 
lightned by one fole Glympſe of our 
bleſſed Saviour's preſence. By the words. 
of Saint Auguſtin we may ſay, he made 
himſelf worthy by belicving and decla- 
ring himſelf ſo unworthy : yea, worthy: 
that our Saviour ſhould enter not only 
into his Houſe, but into his very Soul. 
And upon the matter he could not have 
fpoken with: ſuck Faith and Humility, if 
he had nat firft encloſed (in his heart) him 
whom he durſt not receive into his Houſe. 
3. The Gentiles come near unto God, 

and the Jews go from him; to teach us, 
that ordinarily the moſt obliged perſons: 
are moſt. ungrateful; and diſeſteem their 
Benefactors for no other reaſon, but be- 
cauls they receive Benefits daily from 

them. 
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them. If you ſpeak courteouſly to them, 


they anſwer churliſhly; and in the ſame 
proportion wherein you are good, you 


make them wicked; therefore we muſt 


be careful that we be not ſo toward God. 
Many are diſtaſted with Devotion, as the 
IJfraelites were with Manna: All which 
is good, doth diſpleaſe them becauſe it is 
ordinary: And you ſhall find ſome who 
(like naughty grounds) caſt up Thorns 
where roſes are. planted. But we have 


great reaſon. to fear, that nothing but 


Hell- fire is capable to puniſh thoſe who 
deſpiſe the Graces of God, and eſteem 


that which comes from him as a thing of 


no value. 
Aſpirations, 

O Almighty Lord, who doſt govern 
all things in the family of this 
World, and delt bind all inſenſible Crea- 
tures by the bare ſound of thy voice ) 
in a chain of everlaſting Obedience 
Muſt J only be ſtill rebellious againſt thy 
Will? Fevers and Palſies have their 
Fars for thee, and yet my unruly ſpirit 
is not obedient. Alas, alas, this family 
of my heart is ill governed; It hath vio- 
lent Paſſions; my thoughts are wandering, 
and my reaſon is ill obeyed. Shall it ne- 
ver 


n 
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ver be like the Houſe of this good Cen- 
turion, where every thing went by mea- 
ſure, becauſe he meaſured himſelf by 
thy Commandments? O Lord, I will 
come reſolutely by a profound Humi- 
lity, and an inward feeling of my ſelf, 
ſince I am fo contemptible before thine 
Eyes. I will come with Charity towards 
theſe of my houſhold, and toward all 

; that ſhall need me. O God of my Heart, 
I beſcech thee, let nothing from hence- 
forth move in me, but only to advance 
my coming toward thee, who art the 
beginning of all motions, and the only 

repoſe of all things which move. 


The Goſpel for the firſt Friday i in Lent, 


St. Mat. 5. Wherein we are directed 
| to pray for our Enemies. 


s * O U have heard that it was ſaid, thou 
( ſhalt love thy Neighbour, and hate thine 
* But I ſay to you, love your Enemies, 
do good to them that hate you: And pray for 
| them that perſecute and abuſe you : That you 
| may be the Children of your Father which is 
nin Heaven, who maketh bis Sun to riſe upon 
| good and bad, and raineth upon juſt and un- 
Nt For if you love them that love you, what 
| reward ſhall you have? Do not alſo the Pub. 


1 licaus 
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licans this? And if you ſalute your brethren 
only, what do you more? Do not alſo the bea 
thens this! Be you perfett therefore, as alſa | 
your heavenly Father is perfett. 
Moralities. 
T. A Man that loves nothing but ac- 
cording to his natural inclina- 
tion, loves only like a Beaſt, or an Infi- 
del. The beſt fort of love is that which 
is commanded by God, and is derived 
from Judgment, conducted by Reaſon, 
and perfected by Charity. Methinks it 
mould be harder for a good Chriſtian to 
hate, than to love his Enemy. Hate makes 
him our equal, whereas love placeth us 
quite above him. By hating a mans Ene- 
my, he breaks the Laws of God; he 
fights againſt the Incarnation. of Chriſt, 
which was acted to unite all things in the 
bond of Love: he gives the Life to the 
moſt bleſſed Euchariſt, whoſe nature is 
to make the hearts of all Chriſtians the | 
fame: he lives (like another Cain in the | 
World) always diſquieted by ſecking. | 
Revenge, and it is a very death to him to 
hear of another mans proſperity. Whereas 
to love an Enemy, doth not bind us to 
love the injury he hath done us; for we 
maſt not conſider him as a . 1 
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but as a man of our own Nature, as he is 
the Image of God, and as he is a Chriſtian. 


God doth only command perfect things, 
not impoſſible. That which is very hard 


do fleſh and blood, becomes eaſy by the 


help of Grace and Reaſon. Our bleſſed 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt being the Father of 
all Harmony, can, and doth reconcile all. 
contrarieties at his will and pleaſure. 

2. If Revenge ſeem ſweet, the gaining 
of it 1s molt bitter : But there 18 nothing. 
in the World more profitable, than to. 
pardon an Enemy by imitation of our 
Saviour. For it is then that our conſcience 
can aſſure us to be the Children of God, 
and inheriters of his Glory: We muſt 
not fear to be difpiſed for eſteeming vir- 
tue; for ſuch contempt can only proceed: 
from thoſe who know not the true value 
of that glory which belongs to- the jult.. 
There is no better way to revenge, than 
to leave it to God, who always doth his. 
own bulineſs.. When David wept for Sau 
who was his Enemy, his Clemency dick. 
iaſenfibly make degrees, by which he 
mounted up to the Throne of Fudab. A. 
good work. which comes from the ſpirit: 
of Vanity, is like an empty Mme, good 
for nothing. God who is inviſible, would 

have 
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have our aſpects turned always toward him, 


and blind toward the World. Alms given 


by the ſound of a Trumpet, make a great 
noiſe on the Earth, but reap little Fruit in 
Heaven. The fly of vanity is a miſchievous 
thing, which deſtroys all the Perfumes of 


Charity. What need we any ſpeCtators of 


our good works? every place is full where 
God is; and where he is not, there only is 
Solitude. 8 
W en een | 

God of all Holy affections, when 
| ſhall J love all that thou loveſt, and 
have in horror all that diſpleaſeth thy 
Divine Majeſty ? If I cannot love in ſome 
Perſon his defects and fins, I will love in 
him thine Image, and in that I will ac- 
knowledge thy Mercics. If he be a piece 
of broken Glaſs ; in that little piece, there 
will ſhine ſome lines of a God-Creator, 
and of a God-Redeemer. If thou haſt 
choſen him to exerciſe my. patience, why 
ſhould I make him the Object of my Re- 
venge, ſince he gives me trouble to gain 
me a Crown? He is a Hammer to poliſh, 
and make me bright ; I will not hurt him, 


but reverence the Arm that ſtrikes me. I 


reſign all vengeance into thy hands, ſince 
it is a Right reſerved for thy Almighty 
55 | Power. 
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Power. And certainly the beſt Revenge 1 


can take, is to gratify my Enemy. Give unto 
me (O moſt merciful Prince) the Grace to 
ſuffer, and let the Sacrifice of my Sufferings 


mount up to thy propitiatory Throne. 


The Goſpel for the firſt Saturday in 
Lent, St, Matthew 6. 


Of the Apoſtles danger at Sea, and re- 
lief of our Saviour. | N\ 
A N D when he had diſmiſſed them, he 
went into the Mountain to pray, and 
when it was late, the Boat was in the midfi 
of the Sea, and himſelf alone on the Land. 
And ſeeing them labouring in rowing (for the 
wind was againſt them) and about the fourth 
watch of the night he cometh to them walk- 
ing upon the Sea: and he would have paſſed 
by them. But they ſeeing him walking upon the 


Sea, thought it was a Ghoſt, and cryed out, 
for all ſaw him, and were troubled. And im- 


mediately he talked <vith them; and ſaid 10 
them, have confidence, it is I, fear ye not. And 
he went up to them into the Ship, and the wind 
ceaſed, and they were far more aſtoniſhed with- 
in themſelves, for they underſtood not concern- 


ing theloaves, for their heart was blinded. 
And oben they bad paſſed over, they came 


into the land of Geneſareth, end ſet 4o the 
"is ; : ſhore. 


— 
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ſhore. And when they were gone out of the © 
boat, incontinent they knew bim, and run- 
ning through that whole country, they began | 
to carry about in Couches thoſe that were ill | 
at cafe, where they beard be was. And whi- | 
therſoever be entred into Towns, or into Fil-. 
lager, or Cities, they laid the fick in the © 
Hreets, and beſought him that they might 
touch but the Hem of bis Garment , and 
as many as touched bim, were made whole. 


1 Moralities. | 
*. W Hat a painful thing it is to row | 
when Teſus is dc ln the Boat? 

all our Travel is juſt nothing; without 
Gods favor: A little blaſt of Wind is 
| worth more than an hundred ſtroaks of 
Oars. What troubleſome buſineſſes there 

| are? how many intricate Families do- 
labor much, and yet advance nothing, be- 
| cauſe God withdraws himſelf from their 
| Iniquities? If he do not build; the Work- 
man deſtroys what he is building. But 
| all falls out right to thoſe, that embark 
| themſelves with Jeſus. They may pals to 
| the Indies in a Basket, when others ſhall 
| miſcarry in a good Ship well furniſhed. | 
| | 2. But how comes it about that the 
| | © Bhip of the poor Apoſtles is beaten fo fu- | 
88 riouſly 4 


5 
o 


— Eos. 


5 


9 


2 
* 
: 


for Lent. 19 
riouſly by the winds and tempeſt? There 
are many Ships with ſilver beaks, with 
with fine linnen fails, and ſilken tackles, 
upon which the Sea ſeems to ſmile. Do. 
the Waters reſerve their choler, only to 
vent it upon that Ship which carries juſt 
Perſons ? This is the courſe of mans life: 
'The brave and happy men of this world 
enjoy their wiſhes, but their Ship doth 
periſh in the Harbor as it is ſporting z 
whereas God by his infinite Providence, 
gives Tempeſts to his Elect, that he may 
work a miarculous calm by his Almighty. 
power. Dangers are witneſſes of their 
floating, and Combats are cauſes of 
their merit. Never think any man happy 
in his wickedneſs, for he is juſt like a Fiſh 
that plays with the bait, when the hook 
fticks faſt in his throat. We mult wait and 
attend for help from Heaven patiently 
(without being tried ) even till the fourth, 


| which is the lalt watch of the Night. All 


which Proceeds from the hand of God, 
comes ever in fit time, and that man is a 
great gainer by his patient attendance, who 
thereby gets nothing, but perſeverance. 

3. They knew Jeſus very ill, that take 
him for a Phantom or an Illuſion, and ny 


1 out for fear of his preſence, which ſhoulc 


make. 
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make them moſt rejoyce; So do thoſe 
fouls which are little acquainted, with 
God who live in blindneſs, and make 
much of their own darkneſs. Let us learn | 
to diſcern God from the illuſions of tue 
World: the tempeſt - ceaſeth when he 
doth approach, and the quietneſs of our 
heart is a ſure mark of his preſence, which 
fills the Soul with ſplendor, and makes 

it a delicious Garden. He makes all good 
whereſoever he comes, and the ſteps which 
his feet leave, are the bounties of his heart, | 
To touch the Hem of his Garment, cures © 


 :62-uo486.as , Why 


which cover the Bleſſed Sacrament, are the | 
Fringes of his Holy Humanity which cures {| 
our fins. 5 


Aſpirations. 

O bon, my Soul is in night and dar- 
a neſs, and I feel that thou art far 
from me. What Billows of diſquiet ariſe 
within my heart? what idle thoughts, | 
which have been too much conſidered ? | 
Alas (moſt redoubted Lord: and Father 
of Mercy ) canſt thou behold from firm 
Land, this poor Veſſel, which labours ſo 
extreamly, being. deprived of thy moſt + 

amiable preſence? 1 row ſtrongly, but 
can advance nothing, except thou come 
into b 


all that are ſick, to teach us, that the forme 
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into my Soul. Come (O my adored Ma- 
ſter) walk upon this tempeſtuous Sea of 
my Heart ; aſcend into this poor Veſſel, 
ſay unto me, take courage, It is I. Be not 
conceited that I will take thee for an II- 
luſion; for I know thee too well by thy 
powers and bounties, to be fo miſtaken. 
1 The leaſt thought of my heart will quiet 
it ſelf to adore thy ſteps. Thou ſhalt 
reign within me; thou ſhalt diſperſe my 
cares; thou ſhalt recover my decayed 


ſenſes; thou ſhalt lighten my underſtand- 


ing; thou ſhalt inflame my will; thou 
: ſhalt cure all my infirmities: And to con- 
: clude, thou only ſhalt work in me, and 
I will be wholly thine. e 


The Goſpel for the firſt Sunday in Lent, 
St. Matthew 4. 


Of our Saviour's being tempted in the 
3 Deſert. | 


\ 1, Feſus was led of the ſpirit into the 
1 Deſert, to be tempted of the Devil; 
and when he bad faſted forty days and forty 
* nights, afterwards he was hungry: And the 
+ tempter approached and ſaid to him, I thou 
be theSon of God, command that theſe flones 
1 be made bread : Who anſwered and ſaid, it 
is wwritten, not by bread alone doth man live 
9 | but 
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but by every word that proceedeth from the 
mouth of Cd. 

Then the Devil took bim up into the hoh 
City, and ſet him upon the pinacle of the, 
Temple, and ſaid to him, If thou be the Son 
of God, caſt thy ſelf down, for it inrilten, 
that be vill give his Angels charge. over 
thee, and in their hands ſhall they hold the 
wp, leſt, perhaps thauknack thy foot againſt 4 
tone. Feſus ſaid fo bim again, it is Written, 
Thau ſhalt. uat tempt tbe K thy Cod. 

Again the Devil took bim up into a very ö 
bigb inounidin, and be ſbetved him. all the | 
Kingdoms of the world, and the glory of | 
$34 and ſaid: to. him, All theſe. will 1 give 
thee, if falling down: thou teilt adore; ne. 
Then Feſus Jaith to bim, avoid Satan; for 3 
is coritten, tbe Lord thy God ſbalt thou adore, * 
and him only ſbalt thou ſerve. Then the Devii 

left him, and bebold Angels came, and Sri ; 

Eo to Bim. | 
i - «+ Moeralities. + f 
ö Eſus ſuffered himſelf to be tempted 4 
4 (faith St. Auguſtin) to the end he 
might ſerve for a Mediator, for an ex- 
ample, and for a remedy to work our 
victory over all Temptations. We muſt * 
| fight on his ſide : Our kite. is a continual | 
warfare, and our days are Champions 
which 
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7 which enter into the Liſts, There is ng 
grater temptation than to have none at 


all: Sleeping Water doth nouriſh Poi- 
ſon, Motion is the worlds: foul,” fighting 
againſt temptations, is the foul Of vir- 


tues, and glory doth ſpring and bud out 
of tribulations. Virtue hinders not temp- 


tation, but ſurmounts it. Jeſus - taſted 
(faith. the ordinary Gloſs) that he might 


be tempted, and is tempted becauſe he 


did faſt. He faſted forty days, and then 


1 was hungry; he did eat with his Diſci- 


ples the ſpace of forty days after his Re- 
ſurrection, without any more neceſſity 


3 of Meat, than the Sun hath of the Earths 


Vapors; to make us thereby know, that it 


only appertained to him, to teach that great 
2 fecret, how to manage want and abun- 
dance, by which St. Paul was glorified. 


2. The firſt victory over a temptation; 


2 as to know that which tempts us. Some 
3 cemptations are gay and ſmiling at their 
2 beginning, as thoſe of love and pleaſure, 
which end in terrible and bitter ſtorms; 
Others are troubleſome and irkſome ; 
Others doubrtul and intricate : Others 
rapid and ſudden, which ſeize upon their 
Prey like an Eagle: Others are cloſe and 
4 catching. Theſe ate the ſnares of Satan, 


who 
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who fomes like a Boar, roars like a Lion, 
and hiſſeth like a Serpent. We ſhould al- 
1 ways have an eye ready to mark from 
whence the temptation comes, whether it 
| tends, - what is the root of it, what the 
| | courſe, what the progreſs, and whit power 
ut it may have over our ſpirit, 
1 3. Soütude of Heart, Faſting, Prayer, 
the Word of God, are weapons of an ex- 
cellent temper, which the world Incarnate 
teacheth us to uſe in this Conflict. Theſe 
fi things are to be uſed with diſcretion. by % 
J the. counſel of a good director, to whom 
a man muſt declare all his moſt ſecret * 
| thoughts, and bear a breaſt of Cryſtal to- 
ward him, with a. firm purpoſe to let 
{ him ſee: all. the inward motions: of his 
| heart. It is alſo good to note here, that 
| our Lord would expreſly be tempted in 
* that Deſert which is between Feruſalem and 
Jericho, where the Samaritan (mentioned 
in the Parable) did pour Wine and Oil into 
the ſores of the poor wounded man; to 
teach us that by his combat he came to 
cure the wounds of Adam, and all his race, 
1 in the very place where they were received. 
| 4 Sin is killed by flying the occaſions Þ 
| of it. Abſence, reſiſtance, coldneſs, ſi- 3 
| | lence, labor, diverſion, have overcomes | 4 
: many 
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many aſſaults of the Enemy. Sometimes 
a Spiders web is ſtrong enough to preſerve 
Chaſtity, and at other times the thick 
Walls of Semiramis are not ſufficient, God 
governs all, and a good will to concur 
with him, is a ſtrong aſſurance in all pe- 
rils, and it will keep us untouch'd a- 
. } raidſt the flames of Lult. 
IJ. Since it imports us ſo much to fight 

valiantly, let us bring the hearts of Lions. 
Where is our Chriſtianity , if we do not 

ive teſtimony of it to God, both by our 

fidelity and courage? How many Mar- 
tyrs have been roafted and broiled be- 

* cauſe they would not ſpeak one ill word? 
What honor can you expect by yielding 

at the firſt entrance to a temptation ? 
* Look not upon the violence of it, but con- 
template the Crown which you ſhould 
gain by conquering it; think at your en- 
trance how you will come off, and know 
® for certain, that he who truly conſiders 
the conſequence of a wicked action, will 
never begin it, ; 
6. Lent is the Spring- time for ſancti- 
ed reſolutions, it mortiſies the Body, 
that the Spirit may triumph; it is a time 
of Grace which tends to Salvation and 
Mercy. it imports extreamly to com- 
mend all to God at the beginning, to, 
ſanctite this faſting, which 14.19 jnye. of 
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our Devotion: We muſt abſtain from 
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Fleſh, and be content with one Meal at N 


ſeaſonable hours, without making over- 
large Collations ; except age, infirmiry, | 
or weaknels, labor or neceſſity of other 
Functions ſhall diſpenſe with our Diet: 
For thoſe who are unable to faſt , ſuffer 
more by their diſability than others do 
by faſting. It is good to follow the Coun- 
ſel of Athanaſius, who advifcth to eat late 
-and little, and at a Table where is hut 
one ſort of Meat. We muft alfo faſt by 
abſtinence from Vice. For to weaken our 
Body, ard yet nouriſh our naughty Paſ- 
ſions, is to faſt as the Devils do, who eat 
nothing, and yet devour the World by the 
rage of their Malice. Sobrlety is a ſtream ' 


which waters all Verrnes, Our Soul and 


Body are as the Scales of a Ballance, if you 
pull down the one, you raiſe up the other; ö 
and if you tame your Flefh, it W the 


Spirit reign and govern. 


Aſptrations, 


Moſt merciful Lord, Father, and f t 


| Protector of all my life, how ęreat 
are the temptations and ſnares, whereun- 
to l ain fubjeft When! cat, drink, fleep, 7 


when Ido bufineſs/,' when 1 am both in 0 
nyerſation and \(@litude Whether 


hall 'this" Poor Soul 80 which thou haft | 


thrown 


Nn 215 27 
3 thrown into a Body ſo frail, in a World 
& ſo corrupt, and amongſt the aſſaults of 
ſo many pernicious Enemies. Open, O 
Lord, thine, Eyes for my guidance, and 
compaſſionate my _ infirmities : without 
thee Ican do nothing, and in thee I can 
l do all that l ought. Give me, O Lord, a 
r } piercing Eye to ſee my danger, and the 
o Wines of an Eagle to fly from it, or the 
Heart of a Lion to. fight valiantly, that 
I may never be wanting in my Duty 
and Fidelity to thee. I owe all that 1 am 
or have, to thy gracious favour, and I 
will hope for my Salvation, not by any 
proportion of my own vertues (which 
; are weak and ſlender ) but by thy bound- 
* leſs liberalicies, Which only do crown all 
our good Works, | 


F The Goſpel for Munday the firſt week 
in Lent, out of St. Matthew 25. 


HOftbe Judgment day. 

3 A Nd when the; Soy of Man ſhall come in 
AI his Majefty, and all the Angels with 
bim, then ſball he fit upon the ſeat of his Ma- 
2 jefty.. And all Nations ſball be gathered to- 


wy. gether befort him, and he (hall ſeparate them 
h in one from another, as the Paſtor ſeparateth 
Ge the Sheep front the Goats : And fhall ſet the 


Tank | Sheep n bad, butthe Gao at by 
V 


. 


W 
be at 2 47 1 Come. ye bleſſed of m 


- when did we ſee thee 4 ſtranger , and cod. | 


_ to them, Amen, I 
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Then ſhall the King ſay to them that 


batt 


Father, p on the Kingdom prepared for 

you from * ounaation of the World, For 
1 was bungred, and hon gave me to eat. I 
was athirſt, and you gave me to drink: 1 
was 4 ſtranger and you took. me in: naked, 

and you covered me ſith, and you viſtted me. 
Iwas in priſon, and yon came 10 me. 

ſhall the juſt anſwer him, e Ss 
when did we ſee thee an hungred, and fed 

thee? athirſt,. and gave thee drin? and 


os in f or naked, and covered Lag ? 7 when 
id we ſee thee ſick, or in priſon, and came 
ta thee? And to 7 , ſhall Jay * 

ay 10 on, as long 4s you 
did it to one of theſe my leaſt belle, you _ 
did it tome. Then ſhall be ſay un:0-the alſo ; 
that ſhalb be at his left hand, Get you away | 
from me you carſed into everlaſting fire, 
which was prepartd for the Devil and his _ ö 
gels For I was an hungred, and you gave | 
me not to eat ; I. was aihirſt and e 
me not to drink; I was. 4 ſtranger, and je | 
took. me not in: naked, and: v covered me | 
not: ſich, and in riſgn, and you did not 
wet me, N 12 4 70 *: | 


! 
| 


. 


we N 
ther? 7 


G—_ 
thee? Then. he. ſhall anſwer them, ſaying, 3 


men, I ſay to you, as long as you did it not 

to one of theſe leſſer, neither did you it to me... 
Aud theſe ſhall go into puniſhme ut everlaſt- 
) ing , but the juſt, imo life everlaſting. 


l 97 11; abit. 
Ekeld here. Boſpel of great terror, 
where our Spirit like the Dove ot 

Noab, is placed upon the great deluge of 

ods wrath, and knows not where ta 

| 4 ſootiag · Eyery ching is maſt dread- | 

fals But what. can be mone terrib 158 | 

' thqcertamiy Hf Gods Judgment, joynd 

with the great uncestainty of the hour of 
our death? It is an unchangable Decree, 
that we muſt all be preſented before the 
high; Tribunal pt the living God, to ren- 
der a quſt aceaunt of all which our Soul 
hath; dove, while it was joyrcd with; our 

Body, as we are taught by St. Paw, We 

muſt make an account of our time ſpent, 

of our; thoughts, words, actions: of that 
we have done, and that we have omit- 
ted, of; life, death, and of the Blood of 

Jeſus Chriſt ; and thereupon receive a 

judgment of everlaſting life or death. All 

Men know that this muſt certainly be 

done, but no Min knows the hour or 

moment When it ſhall be. So many - 

Clocks ſtrike about us every Day, and 
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yet none can let us. know the Hour of 
I Death. 
28 Oo how pee is the ſolitude-of a 

Soul in her ſeparation from fo many 
eat inticements df the World, ( where- 
in many Men live) and in an inſtant, to 
ſee nothing but the good or ill we have 
done on either ſide us; ; what an affo- 
niſhment will it de for a Man fuddenly 
to ſee all the actions of his lite ( as ypon 
a piece of Tapiſtry) before his 
Eyes; where his Sins Will appear like ſo 
Hoy 'Fhorns, fd many Serpents ſo g- 
| venemous Beaſts ? Where will then be 
that cozening Vail of Reputation, and 
Reaſon of State, which as yet cover ſo 
many wicked Actions? The Soul ſhall 


95 2 that Day of God ) de ſhewed naked to 


the World, and her own Eyes will 
— vex her, witneſſing ſo plainly what 
me hath done. 
| O what a parting Water is Gods 
Judgment, which in a mement ſhall ſe- 
parate the Metals ſo different ? O what 
a divifion will then be made of ſome 
Men which . now live upon the Earth? 
Some ſhall be made clear and bright like 
the Stars of Heaven, and others like Coles 
burning in Hell. O what a dreadful 
change will. it be to a damned Soul at her 


* from this life, to live a } 
e i 
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than to fear them continually, 


for Lent. 31 
the company of Devils in that piercing 
fenſe of torments, and eternal puniſh-- 
ment? It is a very troubleſome thing, 
to be tied with ſilken ſtrings in a Bed of 
Roſes, for. the ſpace of eight Days toge- 
ther. What may we then think of a dam- 
ned Soul, which muſt” divell in a Bed of 
Flames ſp long as there ſhall be a God? 

4. Make uſe of the time. given you ta 
work your Salvation, and live ſuch. a liſe 
as may end with: a happy death, and ſo 
obtain that favourable judgment, Which 
ſhall, ſay, Come, O thou Soul, bleſſed of 
God my. Father, poſſeſs. the Kingdom 
which is prepared for thee from the beginn. 
ing of the World. There is no better means 
to avoid the Rigour of Gods 1 . 

Ie: | Imitate the 
Tree (mentioned in an Emblem) which 
being defign?d to make a Ship, and finding 


it ſelf wind-ſhaken as it grew upon the 


2 Land, ſaid, What will become of me in 
the Sea? If we be already moved in this 


World, by: fi bare conſideration of the 
puniſhment due to Sin, think hat it will 
be in that vaſt Sea, and dreadful Abyſs of 
Gods Judgments. *' | 
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Aſpirations. 4 


juſtly damn, and undeſervedly ſave 


Souls; ſave me, O fountain of Mercy. 


Remember thy elf ( ſweet Jeſus) that 1 


was the cauſe ↄf that great Journey which 
| f from Gad to Man ; and do 


thou tooke 
not deftroy me in that dreadful Day, 


which muſt decide the Queſtion of my 
life or death far all Eternity. Take care 
of 1 laſt end, ſince thou art the 
calle o lan 


f my beginning, and the only 


cauſe of all that Iam. O Father of Boun- 


ties, would'ſt thou ſtop a Mouth which 
defires ſo earneſtly to praiſe and confeſs 
thee everlaſtingly ? Alas, (O Eternal 
Sweetneſs ) wouldſt thou damn a Soul 


which hath coſt thee ſo much Sweat and 
_ Blood, giving it for ever to thoſe cruel 


and accurſed Powers of Darkneſs ? Ra- 
ther, O Lord, pierce my Heart with ſuch 


a fear of thy Judgments, that I may al- 


-Ways dread and never feel them: If I 
forget, awake my Memory if I fly from 
thee, recall me again: If I defer my a- 
mendment, ſtay for me; if I return, do 
not deſpiſe my Soul, but open thoſe Arms 
of Mercy which thou didſt ſpread upon 
the Croſs, with ſuch rigorous juſtice a- 
gainſt thy ſelf, for ſatisſaction of my * 

e 


King of dreadful Majeſty, who doſt 


for Lent. 33 


The Goſpel for Tueſday the firſt Week 
in Let, out of St. Matthew 21. ; 


leſus drove the Buyers and Sellers out of 
the Temple. 
Nd when he mas cntred-TJernſalem,the 
whole City was moved, ſaying, Who 
i this? And the people ſaid, this 1s Feſus, 
the Propher of Nazareth in Galilee. And Fe- 
ſus entred imo the Temple of God, and caſt 
3 out all that ſold and bought in the Temple, and 
the tables of the Bankers, and the Chairs of 
them that fold Pidgeons he overthrew ; and he 
¶ [aid to them, it is written, My houſe ſhall be 
called the houſe of prayer, but you have made 
it a den of Thives, And there came to him 
the Blind and the Lame in the Temple, and he 
Italed them. And the chief Frieſts and 
Ce ibes ſeeing the marvelous things that he 
did, and the children crying in the Temple, 
and ſaying, Ho ſanna to ihe Son of David: 
Wh y had inaignation, and ſaid to him, heareſt 
r hon what theſe ſay ? And Feſus ſaid to them, 
very well, have you never read, that ont of : 
le months of infants and ſucklings thou haſt 
per ſected praiſe ? and leaving them, he went 
Forth out of the City iuto Bethania and re- 


Fn4incd there. 
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AHMoralutes. 


1. J Ara entring into Jeruſalem, went j 


ſtraix to the Temple, as a good 


Son go*s to his Fathers Houſe, as a High- | 


Prieſt to the Sanctuary, and as a Sacri- 


LS 


4 


fice to the Altar. He doth very lively in- 
tereſt himſelf in the Goods of his Hea- | 
venly Father, and chaſeth out every pro- 
fane thing out of that Sacred place, to 
give thereby glory to the living God, and 
to put all things in order, It is a wicked 
ſtain to Religion, when Eccleſiaſtical 
Perſons are vicious, and when Churches 


are profan'd, . Saint le ſaith, 


that Pricfts are the Heart of the Church, 


but when they are wicked, they turn al! 


33 


into Sin. A decaying Tree hath always 
ſome ill quality about the Root: ſo when 
any People are without Diſcipline, the 
Paſtors are without Virtue. The want of 
Reverence in Churches, begets the con- 
tempt of God; they cannot have Jeſus : 


in their Hearts, when they gire him af- 


fronts even in his own Temple. 


2. His Houſe faith he) Is a Houſe o 


Prayer; but your Heart ſhould be the 


Sanctuary, and your Lips the Door- S0 


long as yod are without the exercife o 


prayer, you Hall be like a Bee without: 


— — «as eng 5 OST a. . 


Sting, wi can make neither Hon) 


* 


* 
4 


nor 


or Lent. 37 | 


nor Wax. Prayer is the chiefeſt and moſt 
effeftual means of that Angelical Con- 

ver ſation to which God calls us, by the 
merits of his Paſſion, and by the effects 
of his triumphant Reſurrection. It is 
the ſacred buſineſs which Man hath with 
God, and to ſpeak with St. Gregory Na- 
⁊ianxen) it is the Art to make our Souls 
Divine. Before all things you mult put 
into an order, the number, the time, the 

lace, the manner of your Prayers; and 
be ſure that you pay unto God this tri- 
bute with reſpect, fervor and perſeve- 
rance. But if you deſire to make a very 
good Prayer, learn betimes to make a 

1 | 

„ Prayer of all your life. Incenſe hath no 
1 me without Fire, and Prayer is of no 

force without Charity. A Man muſt 

converſe innocently , purely with Men, 

that deſires to trear worthily with God. 


TTT ECAC F205; 


of 3. Keep your Perſon and your Houſe - 
5 2 clean from ill managing all holy things, 


and from thoſe irreverences which are 
C. ſometimes committed in Churches. It is 
3-2 a happy thing for a Man to be ignorant 
of the trade of buying and ſelling Bene- 
> fices, and to have no entercourſe with the 
80 tribunals of iniquity. Mauy other Sins 
n are written in Sand, and blown away 
with a {mall breath of Gods Mercy; but 
the faults of ſo great impicty, are carvd 


upon 


— 
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| : | 
{| upon a Corner of the Altar, with a 
{| Grave of Steel, or with a Diamond- 
| 


point, as the Prophet ſaith. He deſerves 
do be made eternally eulpable, who drys 


up the Fountain, which ſhonld waſh 
| Himſelf, or poiſons the Stream, which } 
ke himſelf muſt drink; or contaminates | 
the Sacraments, which are given him to 
| purifie the Soul. ö 


R Aſpirations. Wo 
J Pirit of God, which by reaſon of th 
| eminent height, canſt pray to no bo- 
dy, and yet by thy Divine Wiſdam , ma- 


| Kkeſt all the World pray to thee. Give 
| me the gift of Prayer, ſince it is the Mo- 
'  therof Wiſdom, the Seal of Virginity, ? 
. the Sanctuary of our Evils, and Foun- 
tain of all our Goods. Grant that I may 
adore thee in Spirit with reverence, ſted . 
ſaſtneſs, and perſeverance - and if it be 
thy Divine pleaſure, that I pray unto 
| thee as I ought, inſpire unto me ( hy thy 
Vertue) fuch Prayers as thou wilt hear 
dy thy Bounty. | 


The | 


for Lent. 37 


The Goſpel for Wedneſday the firſt 
Week of Lent, out of St. Matthew 12. 


4 

| 3} ThePhariſees demand a Sign of Jeſus. 
5 ff anſwered him certain of tbe Scribes 
} 3 and Phariſees, ſaying, Maſter, we 
» 27 would ſee a ſizn from these; who anſwered , 
aud ſaid to them; 

The wicked and adult erous gener at ion ſeek: 
eth a fign * and a ſign ſhall not be given it, but 
the ſign of Jonas the Prophet: for as Jonas 
was in the Whales belly three days and. three 
nights, ſo (hall the Son of Man be in the 

art of the earth three days and three 
rights, The men of Nineveh ſhall riſe in 

the judgment with this generation, and ſhall 
condemn it, becauſe they did penance at the 
preaching of Jonas : And lebold more than 
Jonas here. The Quecn of the South ſhall 
riſe in the judgment with this generation , 
and ſhall condemn it; becauſe ſhe came from 
the ends of the earth to hear the wiſdom of 
Solomon, ard behold more than Solomoa 
here. And when an unclean Spirit ſball go 
out of 4 man, he walketh through dry 
places, ſeeking reſt and findeth none. Then 
be faith, I will return into my bouſe whence I 
came out; and coming he findeth it vacant, 
ſwept with beſoms, and trimmed ; then goeth 
be, and taketh with him ſeven other Spirits 
more 
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more wicked than himſelf, and they enter in 
and dwell there; and the laſt of that man be 
mad: worſe than the firſt. So (hall it 
be alſo to this witked generation. | 

As he was yet ſpeaking to the multitudes, © 
behold his m1ther and his aur ſtood wit h- 
out, ſeeking to ſpeak.to him; and one ſaid un- 


to him, behold x mother, and thy brethren | 


ſtand without ſeeking thee. But he anſwering | 
him that told him, Fines Who is my mother, 
and who are my brethren? and ſtretching | 
forth his hand upon his Diſciples , he ſaid , © 
Behold my mother aud my brethren: For b 
ſoever ſhall do the will of my Father that is in 
2 he is my brother, and ſiſter, and 
mother. 5 ER | | 


Moralities. | 

1. Pls a very ill ſign when we deſire | 
ſigns to make us believe in God. 

The ſigns which we demand to fortifie ou 
Faith, are oft: times marks of our Infideli- 


ty. There is not a more dangerous Plague 


in the erents of worldly Affairs, than to 
deal with the Devil, or to caſt Nativities. 
All thefe things fill Men with more faults 
than knowledge, For Divine Oracles | 
have more need to be reverenc'd than in- 


terpreted. He that will find God, muſt 


ſeek him with ſimplicity, and profeſs him 
with Piety. os 
| 2. Some 
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For Lent. e 
2. Some require a ſign, and yet be- 


tween Heaven and Earth, all is full of 


ſigns. How many Creatures ſoever there 


ate, they are all ſteps and characters of 


the Divinity. What a happy thing it is 
to ſtudy what God is by the volume of 
time, and by that great Book of the 
World? There is not ſo ſmall a flower 
of the Medows, nor ſo little a Creature 
upon Earth, which doth not tell us ſome 
news of him. He ſpeaks in our Ears by 
all Creatures, which are fo many Organ- 
pipes to convey his Spirit and Voice to 
us. But hekath no ſign fo great, as the 
word incarnate which carries all the 
Types of his Glory ard Power. About 
him only ſhould be all our curioſity, our 
knowledg, onr ' admiration, and our 
love, becauſe in him we can be ſure to 
find all our Repoſe and Conſolation. 

' 3. Are we not very miſerable, fince 


| weknow not our own good but by the 


laſs of it, which makes us eſteem ſo little 
of thoſe things we have in our Hands? 
The Ninevites did hear old Jonas the 
Prophet. The Queen of Sheba came from 
far to hear the Wiſdom of Solomon: Jeſus 
ſpeaks to us uſually from the Pulpits, 


from the Altars; in our Cover ſations, 


in our Affairs and Recreations And yet 


f we do not ſuſficiently eſteem his VVords 


nor 
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raving aſtcr the rotten Pots of Egypt. 
But it is the laſt and worſt of all ills to 
deſpiſe our own good. Too much con- 
fidence is mother of an approaching dan- 
ger: A Man muſt keep himſelf from re- 
lapſes, which are worſe than fins, which 
are the greateſt evils of the World; he 


that loves danger, ſhall periſh in it. The 
firſt ſin brings with it one Devil, but 


the ſecond brings ſeven; There are ſome 
who vomit up their ſins as the Sea doth 
Cockles, to ſwallow them again. Their 
life is. nothing but an ebbing and flowing 
of ſins, and their moſt innocent retreats, 


are a diſpoſition to * For as boil- | 


ed Water doth ſooneſt freeze, becauſe 
the cold works upon it with the greater 
force; ſo thoſe little fervours of Devotion, 
which an unfaithful Soul feels in confeſ- 


| ſions, and receiving ( if it be not reſolute 


quite to forſake wickedneſs) ſerve for 
nothing elſe but to provoke the wicked 
Spirit, to make a new impreſſion upon 
her: It is then we have moſt reaſon to 
fear Gods Juſtice, when we deſpile his 
Mercy We became neareſt of kin to 
him, when his Ordinances are followed 


by our Mangers, and our Life by his 
Aſpira- 1 


Precepts. 


nor Inſpirations. A ſurfeited Spirit miſ- 
likes Hony, and is diſtaſted with Mauna, 
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Aſſpiration:. | | 
Word Tncarnate, the great ſign. of 
| thy Heavenly Father , who carrieſt 
all the marks of his Glory, and all the 


Fharacters of his Powers: It is thou alone 


hem I ſeek, whom I eſteem. and ho- 
Hor ; All that I ſee, all I underſtand, all 
That 1 feel, is nothing to me, if it do not 


Farry thy Name, and take {color from 
hy Beauties, nor be animated by thy 


Spirit. Thy converſation hath no trou- 
le, and thy preſence no diſtaſte. O Jet. 
ne never loſe by my negligence , what 1 
Poſſeſs by thy Bounty. Keep me from 
Felapſes, keep me from the ſecond Gulf, 


Ind ſecond Hell of Sin. He is too blind 


hat profits nothing by experience of his 
un wickedneſs, and by a full know- - 
j dee of thy Bounties. 


he Goſpel for Thurſday the firſt 
3 Weekin Lent, out of St. Math. 15. 


| Of the Woman of Canaar. 
A IN Feſus went forth from thence, and 
N retired into the quarters of Tyre and 
don. And behold a Woman of Canaan came 
h ont of theſe Coaſts, and crying out, [aid 
in, Have mercy upon me, O Lord, the 
8” of David, my Daughter is fore vexed of 
| 1 


help me + who anſwering, ſaid ;, it is not good 
to take the bread of Children, and to caſt it to 


r 
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Devil; who anſwered her not a word. And 
his Diſciples came and beſought him , ſaying, 
Aiſimi ſi her, becauſe fhe cryeth out after ws : 
And he anſwering, ſaid; I was not ſent but 
the ſheep that are loſt of the houſe of Iſrael. 
But ſhe came and adored him, ſaying, Lord 


the Dogs + bur aid, yea, Lord; for 
the A. s, alſo AX pL 5 that fall from 
the T. able of ehetr Maſters, Then Teſas an- 

fwering, ſaid to her, O Woman, great is thy 
Faith, be i- done to thee as thou wilt : and her 
Danghter was made whole from that hour. 


Ford  Movralities. | 
1. O UR Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, after: 
6; his great and wondrous deſcent 
from Heaven to Earth; from being in- 
finite to be ſinite; ſrom being God, to be 
Man; uſed many ſeveral means for Sal- 
vation of the World. And behold, en- 
tring upon the Frontiers of Tyre and Sidon, 
he was pleaſed to conceal himſelf But it 
is very hard to avoid the curioſity of 2 
Woman, who ſeeking his preſence, was 
thereby. certain to find the full point. of| 
her felicity. A very ſinall beam of [l1n-F 
mination reflecting upon her, carried het 
out of her Country, and a litt le ſpark ol 
Light brought her to find e clear 
 - Rtreany 
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the conflict; but this Woman, after ſhe 
bad Veep 5 775 with God, returns 
ſtrait to her Houſe; there to ſee her Vi- 
@ories, and poſſeſs her Conqueſts. N 

3. Mark with what weapons ſhe over- h 
came the gteateſt of all Conquerors; . 
Charity drew, her from home to ſeek F 
health for her. D „ becauſe like 3 
good Mather, ſhe loved her not with a 
Iuxurious love; but in her affliction „Er 
feeling all her dolors, by their paſſionate Þ0 
rellection upon her Heart. Her Faith was 
planted upon ſo firm a Rock, that a. 
mongſt all the appearance oſ deſpgir, her 
hope remain'd conſtant. Hwaility did 
effect, that the name of Dog was given 
her for a Title of Glory, ſhe making pro- 
fit of injurics; and converting inte ligne: 
the, greateſt contempt of her Perſons Her 
words were low and humble; but here 
Faith was wonderous high, ſince in a mo. 
ment ſhe chaſed away the Devil, faveq 
her Daughter, and changed the word 
Dog into the name of a Sheep of Ci 
Flock, as Sediilins writes. Per ſeverance 
1 was the laſt of her Vertues in the Com- 
bat, but it was the firſt which gain*d bi 
Iii * Crown. If you will. imitate her in theſt 
four vertues, Love, Faith, Humility, ar! 
1: Perſeverance, they are the principal ma- 
terials of Which the Body oſ hour p 
ion muſt be compounded, 
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8 Jeſus Chriſt, Son of David, Fremem- 
ber well that thy forefather did by 
r- his Harp chaſe away a Devil from Saul : 
s; And wilt not thou, who art the Father of 


ek Hall bleſſed Harmonies, drive away from +. 


e me ſo many little Spirits of Affections, 
Ty 7; 78 and Paſſions, which trouble 

End diſcompoſe my Heart ; This . poor 
we Soul, which is the Breath of thy Mouth, 
ras And Daughter of thy infinite Bounties, 
, is (like the Sun under a Cloud ) poſſeſſed 
der with many. wicked Spirits; but it hath 
did none worſe than that of ſelf-love, Look 
ren upon me (O Lord ) with thine Eyes of 
to- Mercy, and ſend me not away with ſi⸗ 
a0; Mecnce, ſince thou art the Word: Rather 
Jerficall me Dog, ſo that I may. be ſuffered to 
her gather up the, Crumbz which fall from 
no-@by Table. Whatſoever proceeds from 
vel&hby Mouth, is Sacred, and muſt be ta- 
ori Ren by me as a Relick. If thou ſay I ſhall 
i obtain my deſire, I ſay 1 will have no o- 
inet her than what thou. inſpireſt, and I can 
om he contented with nothing but what ſhall 
her e thy blefſed Will and Plealure. 


— 
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The Goſpel far Friday the firſt Week in| 


\ 


tb che Probatick Pond... 


Fter theſe things, there wes A Feſtival 


day fte Jews, and Jeſus went up to 
Neufalem and 6055 Was at Jeruſalem hy 


'. en Probatica, a Pond, which in Hebrew i: | 
named Bethſada, having five Porches. , In 
theſe lay a great multitude of ſick, Perſons, of 


Blind, Lame, Withered,, 2 the tir. 


ring of the Water. And an Angel of our Lord 


deſcended at à certain time into the Pond, and 
the Water wes ſtirred. And he that had gone 
2 into the Pond, after the ſtirring of 
che Wa & 

Infirmity he was holden. And there was a 
certain mam there, that had been eight and 
thirty years in this Infirmity, Him when Feſus 


had ſeen lying , and "knew that he had been 


nom a leng time in that caſe, he ſaith to hin 
Wilt theit le made whole? The ſick man an- 
ſwered hip | 

Water is troubled, to put me into the Pond: 


for whilſt I come, another goeth down before | 
me. Feſus ſai h to him, Ariſe , take up th 
bed, and walk, And forthwith he was mad 
whole: and he took up his bed, and walbed. 
And it wes the Sabbath that day. The fem: 
therefore ſaid to him that was kealed, it 2 

| * 


ter, Was made whale of whatſoever! 


him, Lord, I have no man, when the . 


or Lent, 47 
he Sabbath, thou mayſt not take up thy bed. 
e anſwered them, he that made me whole, he 
aid to me, T akg up thy bed and walk. They 
S+cked him therefore, what is that man that ſaid 
Jo thee, take up hy bed, and walk? But be 

hat was made whole , knew not who it was. 
% er Jeſus ſhr unk aſide from the multitude ft an- 
** ing in the place. Afterwards Feſus find- 
ng him in the Temple, ſaid to him, 
hold, thou art made whole ;, fin no more, 
of eſt ſome worſe thing chance to thee. That 

vent his way, and told the Jews that it 
1 Gra: Feſus that made him whole, | 


wm Moralities. 

IAI the World is but one great Ho- 

ſpital, wherein ſo many Perſons 

4 Yanzuvith, expecting the moving of the Wa- 

ec, and the time of their good Fortune, 

ſu Whe Angels of Earth which govern our 

"Fortunes go not ſo faſt as our deſires. But 

eſus, who is the great Angel of Council, 

s always ready to Cure our Maladies, to 

the) upport our Weakneſs , and make perfect 

ur Vertues. We need only to follow his 

Notions and Inſpirations, to meet with e- 

Jerlaſting Reſt. It is a lamentable thing, 

hat ſome can patiently expect the barren 
Lors of men twenty or thirty years toge- 
em mer, and yet will not continue three days 
prayer to ſeek the ineſtimable graces of 
the Pod. 2. The 


Ward our Salvation, is to deſire it. That 
Man is worthy to be eternally ſick, who! 
fears nothing elſe but the loſs of his bo- 
dily Health. Men generally do all what 
they can poſſibly to cure their Corpo- 
real Infirmities; they abide a thouſand 


cout buſineſſes. For how many charitable 


— — 
2. The firſt ſtep we miſt make to- 


— —-_ 


Vexations (which are but too certain) to 
recover a health which is moſt uncertain. 
And as for the Paſſions of the Mind, ſome 
love the Fevers of their own Love, and 
their worldly Ambition above their own 3. 
Life. They ſuck the Head of a venemous F 
Aſpick, and are killed by the tongue of a} | 
Viper. They will not part with that 
which kills them; and if you take from 
them the Worm wien makes them itch; 
or the Executioner who doth indeed tor · 
ment them, they believe you take away. 
the chiefeft of their Felicity. Happy is 
that Soul which holds nothing ſo dear in 
this World, but will forſake it willingly 
to find God, and will ſpare nothing to 
gain Paradiſe. ; 
3. There is nothing more common, 
nor ſo rare as Man. The World is full of 
vitious and unprofitable men: But to find} 
one very compleat in all good things, 1s 
to find a direct Phœnix. There are more 
buſineſſes without men, than men with- 
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employments might many lazy and idle 
Perſons find out? So many poor mens 
Affairs continue at a ſtand, ſo many mi- 
ſerable Creatures latiguiſh, ſo many de- 
ſolate Perſons long to find ſome Man, 
who ( with litle trouble to himſelf) 
would take ſome ſmall care of their Af 
fairs, and make vp a little piece of their 
Fortunes. Jeſus is the Man of God deſi- 
red of all Ages; to him we muſt apply 
our ſelves, ſince he is both life and truth. 
By him we may come to all Happineſs, 
by him we may live in the Fountains and 
Streams of Life; and in him we may 

contemplate the chiefeſt of all Truths, 


. 


V 


Aſpir at ions 5 - 
Hat patience have I in commit. 
ting ſins, and how impatient am 


«F lin my ſufferings for them? l am ever 


moſt ready to execute Vice, and ann 
ling to abide the puniſhment. O good 
God, there are many years in which! 
have retained an inclination to this dif- 
order, to that fin. My Sonl is bound as 
it were with Iron Chains, in this unhap- 


CY py Bed, will there be no Angel to move 


the Water for me ? But art not thou the 
Lord and Prince of Angels ? Then I moſt 


ith- humbly beſeech thee (O bleſſed Saviour) 


do thou command, and by thy only 
D Word 
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Word, my Affairs will go well, and re- 
ceive a happy diſpatch; my Body will 
become ſound, my Soul innocent, my 
Heart at reſt, and my Life an Eternal 
-Glory. | 


The Goſpel for Saturday the firſt Week 
in Lent, and the Sunday following, out 
of St. Matthew 17. 


Of the .Transfiguration of our Lord. 

FA IND after ſix days Feſus taketh unte 
; him, Peter and James, «nd John his 
, Brother, and bringeth them into a high Moun- 
tain apart; and he was transfigured before 
them. And his Face did ſhine as the Sun, and 
his Garments became white as Snow. Ard 
behold, there appeared to them, Moſes and 
Elias talking with hi. And Peter an ſwer- 
in, ſaid to Jeſus, Lord, it is good for us to 
bt here; if thou wilt, let us makg here three 
Tabernacles; one for Thee, ore for Moſes , 
and one for Elias. And as he was yet ſpeaking, 
br hold, a bright Cloud overſhadowed them 
and lo a voice out of the Cloud, ſaying , Thus 
is my well beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleaſed , hear ye him, And the Diſciples 
hearing it, fell xpon their Face, and were ſore 
afraid. And Feſus came and touched them; 
and he ſaid to them, ariſe, and fear not. 
And ibey lifting up their Eyes, ſaw no body, 


but 
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ſo HE words of the Prophet Oſce 


him a Pavilion of Gold, and the Sun 


of their Nation in Books. They both (as 


Majeſty, which fell upon them by re- 
flexion of the beams, which came from 
the Body of Jeſus, who 50 the true Foun- 


\ for Lent. WT - 
but only Jeſus. And as they deſcended from 
the Mount, Feſus commanded them, ſaying , 


tell the Viſion to no body, til the Son of Man 
be riſen from the dead. yy 


Moralities. | 


are accompliſhed ; the Nets and 
Toils planted upon Mount Tabor, not to 
catch Birds, but Hearts, The Mountain 
which before was a Den for Tygers and 
Panthers (according to the ſtory .) is now 
beautified by our Saviour, and becomes a 
place full of Sweetneſs - and Raviſhments. 
Jeſus appears transfigured in the high 
Robes of his Glory. The Cloud” made 


made his Face fbine like it ſelf. The 
heavenly Father doth acknowledge his 
Son as the true Prince of Glory; Moſes 
and Elias both appear in brightneſs, the 
one bearing the Tables of the Law , and 
the other carried in a burning Chariot 
(as Origen ſaith ) which made the Apo- 
ſtles know him. For the Hebrews had 
certain Figures of the moſt Famous Men 


St. Luke faith) were ſeen in Glory and 
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tain of brightneſs. The Apoſtles loſe 
themſelves in the deliciouſneſs of this 
great ſpectacle; and by ſeeing more than 
they ever did, deſired to loſe their Eyes. 
O that the World is moft contemptible 
to him, that knows how to value God as 
he ought. So many fine Powders, fo many 
Pendants and favors of Glaſs, ſo many 
Towers and Columns of Dirt plaiſtred 
over with Gold, are followed by a Mil- 
lion of Idolaters. To conclude, fo many 
worldly Jewels are like the empty ima- 
ginations of a fick fpirit, not enlightned 
by the Beams of Truth, Let us rely upon 
the Word (ſaith St. Auguſtin) which 
remains for ever, while men paſs like the 
water of a Fountain, which hides it ſelf 
in the Spring, ſhews it ſelf in the Stream, 
and loſeth it ſelſ at laſt in the Sea. But 
God is always himſelf; there needs no 
Tabernacle made by the hands of Man, 
to remain with him, for in Paradiſe, he 
is both the God and the Temple. 

2. Tabor is yet buta ſmall pattern, we 
mult get all the Piece; we muſt go to the 
Palace ct Angels and brightneſs, where 
the Tabernacles are not made by the 
hands of men. There we ſhall ſee the Face 
of the living God clearly, and at full - 
There the Beauties ſhall have no Vails to 
hide them from us: Our Being ſhall have 
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no end: Our Knowledges will not be ſub- 


ject to Error, nor our Loves and Affecti- 


ons to Diſpleaſure. O what a joy will it 


be to enjoy all, and deſire nothing; tobe 


a Magiſtrate without a Succeſſor, to be a 
Ring without an Enemy, to be Rich with- 
out Covetouſneſs, to Negotiate with- 
ont Money, and to be ever Living with» 
out fear of Death. 

3. But who can get upto this Moun- 
tain, except he of whom the Prophet: 
ſpeaks, who hath innocent Hands and a 


clean Heart? who hath not received his 
Soul of God in vain, to bury it in worldly 


pelf? To follow Jeſus we muſt transform 
our ſelves into him, by hearing and fol- 
lowing his Doctrin, ſince God the Father 


pPtopoſeth him for the Teacher of Nan. 


kind, and commands us to hearken unto 
him. We muſt follow his Examples, ſince 
thoſe are the Originals of all Vertues. 
The beſt Trade we can practiſe in this 
World, is that of Transfiguration ; and 
we may do it by reducing our form to 
the form of our Lord, and walking up- 
on Earth like Men in Heaven : Then will 
the Sun make us have ſhining Feces when 
Purity ſhall accompany all our Actions 
and intentions. Our Cloaths ſhall be as 
white as Snow, when we ſhall once be- 


come lanocent in our Converſations 2 


D 3 


*4  FEnxtertainments 


then be raviſhed like the Apoſtles 3 and 


after we have been at mount Tabor, we 
ſhall be Blind to the reſt of the World, 
and lee nothing but Jeſus. It is moreover 
ro be noted, that our Saviour did at that 
time entertain himſelf with- Diſcourſe of 
his * future Sufferings, and of his 
Death, to teach us that his Croſs was the 
ſtep by which he mounted up to Beati- 
tude. : 


Aſpirations, 1 

Bleſſed Palace, O Magnificent Taboy, 
which this day didſt hold upon thee 

the Prince of Glory; I love and admire 
thee, but 1 admire ſomewhat elfe above 
thee : It is the Heavenly Feruſ/alom, that 
triumphant Company, that Face of God; 
where all thoſe Beauties are, which ſhall 
never ceaſe to be Beauties. It'is for that 


1 live, for that I die, for that I languiſh 


with a Holy impatience. O my Jeſus, 
my moſt. benign Lord, transform me then 
into thee, that I may thereby be tranſ- 
formed into God. IfI have carried the 
earthly Image of Adam, why ſhould I not 
alſo carry the form of Jeſus? Catch me, 
O Lord, within thoſe tiſſued Nets and 
golden Toils of brightneſs, which thou 
didſt plant upon this Sacred Mountain. 
It is there I would leave mine * is 

| there 
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me, I have long ſince contemplated thy 


imſelf : becauſe he ſaith, whit her I go, you 


| ginning, who alſo ſpake tgyou., any things 


him, theſe things] ſpeak in the World. And 


* for Lent. C44 
There I reſolve to breath out my Soul. 1 
ask-no Tabernacles to be there built for 


Heart, (O Father of Eſſences and all 
Bounties) as the moſt faithful abode of 
my Eternity. | 


The Goſpel for Monday the ſecond 
Week in Lent, St. John 8. 


Jeſus faid unto the Jews, where I go, ye 
cannot come, | þ 

| Gain therefore Jeſus ſaid unto them, 1 
go, and you ſhall ſee me, and ſhall die 

in your fin, Whither Igo, you cannot come. 


The Tews therefore ſaid, why ? will he kill 


cannot come. And he ſaid to them you are of 
this World, I am not of this World, Therefore 
J ſay to you, that you ſhall die in your ſiut. 
For if you believe not that I am he, ye ſhalt: 
die in your fins. Tkey ſaid therefore to him, 
Who art thou? Teſus ſaid to them, The be- 


I have to ſpeak, and judge of yon: but he that 
ſent me, is true: and what I have heard of 


they knew not that he ſaid to them, that his 
Father was God, Jeſus therefore ſaid to 
them, when you ſhall have exalted the Son of 
Man, then you ſhall know that I am he, and 
I of 
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of my ſelf I do nothing, but as the Father 
bark taught me: theſe things I ſpeak, and 
be that ſent me, is with me : and he hath 
vt left me alone, bicanſe the things that pleaſe 
bim, I do always. 


F Moralities. 
1. Ne of the greateſt misfortunes of 
our life is, that we never ſuffici- 
ently know our own good, till we loſe it. 
We fly from that we ſhould ſeek; we 
ſeek that we ſhould avoid, and never be- 
gin to bewail our loſſes, but when they 
are not to be recovered, Thoſe Jews poſ- 
ſeſſed an ineſtimable Treaſure, by the 
preſence and converſation of the Son of 
God : But they ſet light by it, and ſo at 
taſt they lamented amongft Eternal 
Flames what they would not ſee in fo 
clear a light. Let us take heed of deſpi- 
ſing holy things, and avoid hardneſs of 
Heart, which is a gulf of unavoidable 
miſchiefs. Hi 
2. It is a ſtrange that God is fo 
| near us, and yet we ſo far from him. 
That which hinders us from finding 
him, is, becauſe he is above, and we be- 
low. We are too much for the World; 
roo faft nailed to the Earth ; too much 
bound to our ſuperfluous buſineſs and 
cries of this life; and too much ſubject 
| | . 0 
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to our own Appetites, He muſt not be 

ſlave to his Body, that pretends to re- 
ceive good from God, who is a Spirit: 

He muſt not embark himſeH deeply into 
| worldly matters, who deſires the Society 
| of Angels. He ruſt paſs from his Senſe, 
to his Reaſon; from Reaſon to Grace; 
from Grace to Glory. It you deſire to 
| find God, ſearch for him as the three 
Kings did in the Manger, in his Humili- 
ty: Look for him as the Bleſſed Virgin 
did in the Temple, in his Piety : Seek 
him as the Maries did in his Sepulcher , 
by the Meditation of Death : But ſtay not 
_ fave only to make a paſlage to 

e. 

3. When you have [lifted me up to the 
Croſs ( faith our Saviour) you mail know 
that I am the true Son of God. And in- 
deed, it is a great wonder that the infi- 
nite power of that Divinity would ma- 
nifieſt it ſelf in the infirmity of the Croſs. 
It was only for. God to perform this 
great deſign, and aſcend up to his Throne 
of Glory, by the baſeſt diſgraces of the 
World. The good Thief ſaw no other 
| Title or Sign of his Kingdom, but. only: 

his Body covered over with Blood, and 

oppreſſed with dolors. He learned hy 
that Book of the Croſs, all the Glory of 

Paradiſe; and he apprehended, that 

88 Ds none 
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none but God could endure with ſuch 


patience ſo great torments. If you will 
be Children of God, you muſt make it 
appear by participation of his Croſs, and 
by ſuffering tribulation :*By that Sun our 
Eagle tries his young ones; he who can- 


not abide that ſhining ray ſprinkled with 


Blood, ſhall never attain to Beatitude: It 
is not comly to ſee: the Members of a 
Head Crowned with Thorns, fit in a 
tetten Chair of delicac ies. 
5 Aſpirations, . © * 
O Blefled Saviour, who doſt liſt up all 
the Earth with three Fingers of thy 


Power, raiſe up a little this ſinſul maſs 


of my Bedy which weighs down it ſelf 
ſo heavily. Giye me the Wings of an 
Eagle to fly after thee, for 1 am conſtant- 
ly. reſolved to follow thee whitherſoever 
thou go*ſt -for though it ſhould be with - 
in.the ſhadow of death, what can-1 fear, 
being in the Arms of life ? I am not of 
my. telf, nor of the World, which is ſo- 
great a Deceiver. Since ] am thine by ſo 


many Titles, (which. bind me to Adorati- 


2 Lwill be ſo in life, in death, in time, 
and for all eternity. I will take part 
of thy Sufferings, ſince they are the En- 
ſigns of our Chriſtian Warfare. Tribula- 
tion is a moſt excellent Engin; the * 
Gn 017-6 > a Man 


* 
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a Man is kept under, the higher he 
mounts : he deſcends by perfect Humility, 
that he may aſcend to thee by the ſteps of 
Glory. 


The Goſpel for Tueſday the ſecond 
Week in Lent, St. Aatihew 23. 


Jeſus ſaid, the Phariſees ſit in Moſes 
Chair, believe therefore what they fay. 
Hen Feſus ſaid to the multitude and to 

bis Diſciples, ſaying, upon the Chair of 
Moſes have ſitten the Scribes and Phariſces. 
All things therefore what ſoever they (hall y 
to you, obſerve ye, and do je but according 
to their works do ye not, for they (ay and dy 
not: for they bind heavy burthens , and im- 
portable, and put them upon mens ſhoulders ; 
but with a finger of their own they will not 
move them, But they do all their works for 
to be ſeen of Men, for they make broad their 
Phylatteries, and enlarge their Fringes. And 
they love the firſt places at ſappers; and the 
firſt chairs in the Synagogues : and ſalutati- 
ons in the market-place, and to be called of 
men, Rabbi: But be not you called Rabbi; 
for one is your Maſter, and all you are bre- 
thren : And call none Father to your ſelf upon 
Earth, for one is your Father, he that is in 
Heaven: neither be ye called Maſters , for 
one is your Maſter, Chriſt: He that is the 
great 
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greater of you (hall be your ſervitor. And 
he that exalteth himſelf, ſhall be humble : and 
be that humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted: 


Noralit ies. 
'TT is a very dangerous error to think; 
that our Saviour in this Goſpel had a 
Purpoſe to introduce an Anarchy , and 
to make all Men <qual. He ſheweth in 
many places, that he would have Kings, 
Princes, Magiſtrates, Fathers and Do- 
ctors. Eut he would not have Men come 
to honogs by a vain ambition, nor o- 
thers to honor them, brt, only as they 
have dependency upon the Power of God 
Almighty. Let every Soul ( faith the A- 
poſtle) be ſubject to higher powers, for 
there is no power but it cometh from 
God: He gives us Superiors not for us to 
judge but to obey them, If a Man can- 
not approve their Manners, he muſt at 
leaſt reverence the Character of their 
Authority. They ſhould be good Chri- 
{tians for themſelves, but they are Supe- 
4 5:0rs for us. He that reſiſteth their Power, 
4 doth reſiſt. God who ordain'd them. 
And all the 


t evils happening by He- 


reſies and Rebellions, proceed from no 
other fountain, but from contempt of 
Powers eſtabliſhed by the Decree of Hea- 
yen. And. Men may pretend ha Pod 
there 
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there is no better Sacrifice than that of 
Obedience; if great perſons abuſe their 
Offices, God will find it out; and as their 
dignities are great, ſo their puniſhment 
ſhall be anſwerable. 

2. One of the greateſt diſorders of 
tbis life is, that we go for the moſt part 
outwardly to pleaſe the World, and are 
lictle careſull of a good inward applica» 
tion of our ſelves to pleaſe God. Inſtead 
of taking the way of Gods Image ( from 
whence weall come ) we are content to 
have Vertues only by imagination, and 
Vices in their true eſſence. Nembroth pro- 
feſſed himſelf a Servant of the true God, 
and yet adored the Fire in ſecret. Jeſus 
hath many worſhippers in words, but 
few in truth. Some ſtand upon formali- 
ties, others upon diſguiſed Habits, others 
amuſe themſelvs about Ceremonies, o- 
thers go as upon certain Springs to make 
themſelves counted wiſe. Moſt Men 
would ſeem what they are not, and much 
troubled to be ſeen what they are. All 
their time doth paſs in faſhions and coun» 
tenances; but Death and Gods Judg- 
ments take off all thoſe Masks, | 

3. To fay- that we have ſeen a Man ex- 
teriourly devout and ſpiritual ( except he 
be ſo inwardly) is to ſay, we have ſeen a 
Houſe without 2 Foundation, a be 
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without a Root, a Veſſel move upon the 
Sea without a Bottom, and an excellent 


Clock without a Spring. For the ſame 
which the Foundation is to a Houſe, the 


Root to a Tree, the Bottom to a Ship, 


and the Spring to a Clock, the ſame is a 
Mans interior Life to all Vertue. What 
is a Man the better who reſembles Win- 
dow-cuſhions, which are covered with 
Velvet, and ſtuft with Hay ? or to be like 
the Picture of Diana in Homers Iliads , 
which wept to ſome, and laught to o- 

thers? A little ſpark of a good Conſci- 
ence is better than all the lights of the 
- World. Why do we crucifie our ſelves 
with ſo many diſſimulations, ſo many 
Ceremonies, ſo many Enforcements, up- 
on our natures, to ſerve and pleaſe Men, 
only to get Smoke ? he that ſows Wind 
( {aith the Prophet) ſhall reap a Storm. 
Let us live to our ſelves in the purity of 
a good Conſcience, and of a perfect hu- 
mility, if we deſire to live for ever with 
God. - Thoſe fnhadows of falſe Devotions 
proceed from the Leaves of that Fig-tree, 


 wherewith Adam and Eve covered their 


nakedneſs: Do not we know that Hypo- 
criſie is the ſame thing to Vertue, which 
Painting is to Faces, and that it is the ve- 
ry Moth which devours Sanctity; and 
will at the day of Judgment, — ul 
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thoſe ſeem naked, which to the World 


Aſpirations. 


| God of all Truth, wherefore are 


there ſo many Fictions, and coun- 
terfſeit. Behaviours ? Muſt we always live 

to pleaſe the Eyes of others, and run af- 
| ter the ſhadow of Vanity, which leaves 
nothing but illuſion within our Eyes, and 
corruption in our Manners? I will live 
' unto thee (O fountain of Lives) within 
| whomeall Creatures have Life. I will re- 


tire my ſelf into my own heart, and ne- 
gotiate with it by the ſecret feeling of a 


good Conſcience, that I may treat with 
thee. What need Ithe Eyes of Men, if I 


have the Eyes of God ? They alone are 
ſufficient to do me good, ſince by the aſ- 


ſpe@they give happineſs to all the Saints. 
J will ſeek for thee (O my beloved Lord 


from the break of Day till the dead time 


of the Night. All places are ſolitary 


where thou art not, and where thou 
art, there only is the fulneſs of all Plea- 
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The Goſpel for Wedneſday the ſecond 
Week in Lent, St. Marr. 20. 


The requeſt of the Wife of Zebedee ſor 
her 4 707 James and John. (al ; 
NR Nd Tejas going up to Fernuſalem , too 
A the ks Diſeiple ſecretly , and ſaid 
ta them, behold we go up to Feruſalem, and 
the Son of Man ſhall be delivered to the chief 
Prieft and to the Scribes, and they ſhall con- 
demm him to death, and ſhall deliver him to 
| rtheGentiles to be mocked, and ſcourged , and 
i crucified, and the third day he ſhall riſe a- 


Entertainments 


ain, * 

2 Then came te him the Mother cf the Sons 

of Zebedec with her ſons, adoring and de- 
' firing ſomething of him, who ſaid to her, 
| what wilt thou? ſhe ſaith to him, (ay that 
* Trheſe my two ſons may ſit one at thy right= © 
| band, and one at thy left hand in thy King. 
| dom. Aud Jeſus anſwering, ſaid, you know 
not What you deſire. Can ye drink of the 
Cup that I fhall drink, of? they jay to him, 
we can; He f to them, My Cup indeed 
you ſhall drink of: But to ſit at my right-hand. 
and left, is not mine to give you, but to whom it 
is prepared of my Father, 


Aſoralities. 
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1. Hat a ſhor t life have we, an 
| VV yet ſuch a large and va amb- 
tions? We fear every thing lice mortal 
Men, and yet deſire all, as if we ſhould 
be immortal upon Earth. It is a ſtrange 
thing to obſerve, how the deſire of Ho» 
nor ſlides even amogſt the moſt rehin'd 
Deyotions, Some one is counted an An- 
gel of Heaven amongſt Men, who hath 
not forſaken his pretences upon Earth. 
Ambition ſleeps in the boſoms of per- 
ſons conſecrated for the Altars. It over · 
throws ſome whom Luxury could not 
ſtir; and moves thoſe whome Avarice 
conld not touch. We deſire all to be 
known, and to ſeem what wearc not: 
but this ſeeming is that which doth be- 
witch us All Paſſions grow old and 
weaker by age; only the deſire of world- 
ly Riches and Honors, isa Shirt which 
we never put off till we come to the 
Grave. Why do we ſo extreamly tor- 
ment our poorlife, by running after this 


ſhadow of Honor, which we cannot fol. 


low without trouble, nor paſs without 
fear, nor loſe without ſorrow ? Is it not 
ſtrange folly, that Men love ſuch Vani- 
ties till the very laſt inſtant of their own 
ruins, and ſear nothing, fo they = 
tumble 
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tumble into Precipices of Gold and Sil- 
Wes... i 

2. What great pains you take for theſe 
Children, as if they did not more belong 
to God than you; you caſt day and night 
where to place them, when the Provi- 
dence of God ( which is the great Harbin- 
ger of the World) hath already markꝰd 


their Lodgings. One is ſetled in a good 


Religious courſe, another in the Grave, 
another perhaps ſhall have more than is 
neceſſary to make him a good Man. Eve 


imagined that her Son Cæin (having all 


the World) would have become ſome 
great God, when Ambition made him a 
Devil incarnate. You ſhall rarely make: 
your Children great Saints by getting 


them great Honors. You deſire they | 


ſhould poſſeſs all that which overthrows 
them, and pretending to make a Building 
with one hand, you deſtroy it with the 
other. By all your earneft wiſhes, and all. 
your laborious endeavours (for advance 


ment of your Children) you effect no- 


thing, but thereby give them inticements 
to pleaſure, and weapons for iniquity. 


3- Whereupon (ſhould we build our 
Ambitions; if not upon the Blood of the 


Holy Lamb ?- At the Foot of che Croſs we 
. behold a God cover'd with Blood, 


Crown'd with Thorns, and Reproaches, | 


who 
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honors, when there is mention made of 


all true Glory, thou ſhale from hence- 
ſorth be my only Crown. All greatneſs 


For Lew. a 
who warns us to be humble; and at the 
ſame- time we eagerly purſue worldly 
Glory and Ambition. We reſemble that 
unhappy daughter of Miltiades, who did 
proſtitute her ſelf under her Fathers 
Trophees, By our unmeafurable hunting 
after honors amongſt the ignominies of 
Jeſus Chriſt, we abandon our ſelves to 
diſhonour, and make no other uſe of the 
Croſs, but only to be a witneſs of our In-; 
fidelity, 


| Aſpirations. 
| A Void, be gone you importunate 

cares of worldly Goods and ho- 
nors:- you little Tyrants which burn the 
Blood within our Veins, and fill the 
moſt innocent pleaſures of our life with 
bitter ſorrows, what have I more to do 
with you ? My Children ſhall be whar 
God will. They ſhall be but too rich 
when they have Vertue for their Portion, 
and but too high when they ſhall ſee a 
true contempt of the World under their 
Feet. God forbid that I fhould go about 
any worldly Throne upon . the holy 
Lambs Blood; or that I fhould talk of 


the holy Croſs, O Jeſus, thou Father of 


where 
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where thou art, ſhall to me be only baſe- 
neſs; I will mount-up to thee by the Stairs 
of Humility, ſince by thoſe thou cameſt 
down to me. I will kiſs the paths of 
Mount Calvary, which thou haſt ſprinkled 
with thy precious Blood, and eſteem the 
Croſs above all worldly things, ſince thou 
haſt conſecrated it by thy cruel pains, and 
brought us forth upon that dolorous Bed to 


the day of Eternity. 
The Goſpel for Thurſday the ſecond 


Week in Lent, out of S. Laube 16. 
Of the rich Glutton and poor Lazarss. 


Here was a certain rich man, and he was 


cloathed with Purple and Silk, and he 
Jared every day magnifically. And there was 4 
certain Beggar call d Lazarus, that lay at his 
Gate full of Sores, deſiring to be fled of the 
crumbs that fall from the rich mans Table, but 
the Dogs alſo came, and licked his Sores. And 
it came to paſs that the Beggar died, and was 
carried of the Angels into Abrahaiws boſom. 


And the rich man alſo died, and he was bu- 


ried in Hell, and lifting up his Eyes, when he 
Was in Torments, he ſaw Abraham 4 far 
off, and Lazarus in bis boſom. And he cry- 
ing, ſaid, Father Abraham, have mercy on 


me, and ſend Lazarus, that he may dip the 


tip of his Finger into Water , for to cool my 
| Tongue, 
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For Lent. 
Tongue, becauſe ] am tormented in this flame. 
And Abraham ſaid to bim, Son, remember 
that thou didſt receive good things in thy life 
time, and Lazarus likewiſe evil; but now 
he is comforted, and chow tormented. And 
beſide all theſe things, between us and you 
there is fixed a great Chaos: that they which 
will paſs from hence to you, may not, neither 
go from thence hither. And he ſaid, then, 
Father, I beſeech thee, that thou wouldeſt 
fend him 18 my Fathers Houſe, for 1 have 


| five Brethren, for to teſſiſie unto them, leſt 


they alſo come unto this place of Torments. 
And Abraham ſaid to him, they bave Moſes 
and the Prophets, let them hear them. But he 
ſaid, xo, Father Abraham, but if ſome man 
ſhall go from the dead to them, they will do 
Pennance. And he ſaid unto him, if they hear 
not Moſes and the Prophets, neither if one 


ſhall riſe again from the dead, will they be- 


lie ve. | | 


| Moralities. 
1. Rich man and a poor meet in 
this World, the one loaden with 
Treaſures, the other with Ulcers. They 


both meet in the other World; the one 
in a Gulf of Fire, the other in an Abyſs 
of Delights : Their ends are as different 


as their lives were contrary : To teach 
us, that he which ſhall conſider ge 
} : 2 a ; che 
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the end of all worldly ſins and vanities, 
will have in horror the diſire of them. 
And as there is nothing, for which godly 
poor Men may not hope; ſo there is no- 
thing which wicked rich Men ſhould 
not fear. He that is proud of Riches, is 
proud of his Burdens, and Chains ; but 
if he unload them upon the Poor, he will 
be eaſed of his pain, and ſecured ir his 
Way. | 

2, - The Life of Man is a marvellous 


Comedy, wherein the greateſt part of our 


Actions are plaid under a Curtain, which 
the Divine Providence draws over them 
to cover us. It -concealed poor Lazarus, 
and kept him in obſcurity, like the Fiſh 
which we never ſee till it be dead, But 
Jeſus draws .the Curtain, and makes him- 
ſelt the Hiſtorian of this good poor Man; 
ſhewing us the ſtate of his Soul, of his 
Body, of his Life and Death. He makes 


him appear in Abrahams boſom, as with- 


in the Temple of Reſt and Happineſs, | 


and makes him known to the Rich Man, 
as to the Treaſurer of Hells Riches, Are 
not we unworthy the name which -we 
carry, When we. deſpiſe the Poor, and 
hate Poverty as the greateſt miſery ? Since 


the Son of God having once conſecrated 


it upon the Throne of his Manger, made 
it ſerve for his Spoule during life, and ; 
„ 
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Eride-maid at the time of his Death. 

3+ The Rich Glutton dreamed , and at 
the end of his Dream found himſelf bu- 
ried in Hell, All thoſe pomps of his Life 
were ſcattered in an inſtant as ſo many 


Nocturnal Illuſions, and his Heart filled 


with eternal Grief and Torment. His firſt 
Miſery is a ſudden , unexpected and hi- 
deous change from a huge Sea of Delica- 
cies, into an unſufferable Gulf of Fire - 
Where he doth acknowledge that one of 
the greateſt vexations in Miſery, is to 


have been happy. Another diſaſter which 
! afflits him, is to ſee Lazarus in Abraham?s 


boſom, to teach us, that the damned are 
tormented by Paradiſe , even to the very 


] loweſt part of Hell; and that the moft 


grievous of their Torments, is, they can 
never forget their loſs of God. So faith 
Theophilatt , that Adam was placed over 


! againſt the Terreſtrial Paradiſe, from 


whence he was baniſhed, that in his very 


? Puniſhment he might ſee the Happineſs 


he had loſt by his foul fault. Now you 
muſt add to the reſt of his Sufferings the 
great Chaos, Which (like a Diamond 
Wall) is between Hell and Paradiſe, to- 


| *gether with the privation of all comfort: 


thoſe loſſes without Remedy ; that Wheel 
of Eternity, where death laſteth for ever, 
aa een 
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- the torments can never fall or dimi- 
MIN, 

4+ Do good with thoſe Goods which 
God hath given you, and ſuffer them not 
to make you wicked; but imploy your 
Riches by the hands of Vertue : If Gold 
be a Child of the Sun, why do you hide 
him from his Father ? God choſe the bo- 
ſom of rich Abraham to be the Paradiſe 
of poor Lazarus, So may you make the 
needy feel Happineſs by your Bounty; 
your Riches ſhall raiſe yon up, when they 
are trodden under your feet. The Pro- 
phet ſaith, yon muſt ſow in the Field of 
Alms, if you deſire to reap in the mouth 
of Mercy. | 


Aſpirations. 

O God of Juſtice, I tremble at the ter- 

ror of thy Judgments. Great For- 
tunes of the World ( full of Honor and 
Riches ) are fair Trees, oft times the more 
ready for the Ax: Their weight makes 
them apt to fall, and prove the more un- 
happy fuel for Eternal Flames. O Jeſus, 
Father of the Poor, and King of the Rich, 
I moſt humbly beſeech thee never give 
my Heart in Prey to Covetouſneſs, Whici 
(by loading me with Land) may make me 


forget Heaven. I know that death muſt 
conſume me to the very bones, and I ſhaſll 


then 


7 
7 
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e 
then poſſeſs nothing but what 1 have 
given for thee. Muſt I then live in this 

orld (like 'a Griffin) to hoard up 


much Gold and Silver, whereof 1 ſhall. 


never have uſe, and ſtill be vexed with 
Cate how to preſerve it? O moſt mer- 
ciful Lord, \ſutfer me not to be taught 
by Hell-fite, hat which 1 may have. 
neglected to lear out of thy Goſpel. FE 1 
moſt heartily renounce all Luxury and 
Pomp of the World. and this Carnal 
Life, which would always buſie it ſelf 
about my Body. If thou be pleaſed to 
make me Rich, I will beſo for the poor; 
and if thou make me poor, I will make 
my ſelf Rich in thee, who art the true 
Riches of thine Elet, - 


The Goſpel for Friday the ſecond Week 
in Lent, S. Matth. 21. 


Of .the Maſter of a Vineyard, whoſe 
Son was killed by his Farmers. 

: Nother Parable hear ye : a man there 

was, an Houſholder , who planted 4 


Vineyard, and made a Hed e round about it, 


and digged in it a Preſe)-and builded a Tower, 


and let it out to Hushandmen, and went forth 
into a ſtrange Country, And. when the time 
of Fruit 4 nigh, he ſent his. Servants 
e the Husbandmm , to receive rhe Fruits 

| E U#hereof. 
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thereof. And the Huzgbandmen ' apprehond- 
ing his Servants, «ne they r another they 
killed, and another they, ſtoned, i gain, he 
ſent other Servants more than tht for mer; 


and they did to them likewiſe. And |.jt of 


all, he ſent to them his Son, ſaying ,, bey will 
reverence my Son. But the Husbaxdmen, 
ſeeing the Son, ſaid within themſelves, This 
i the Heir, come let us kill him, and we. hall 
have his Inheritance. And apprehending 
him, they caſt him forth out of the Vineyard, 
and killed kim. When therefore the Lord 
of the Vineyard ſhall come, what will he do 


io thoſe Husbandmen ? They ſay to him, The 
naughty men he will bring to onght ; and 
his Vineyard he will let aut to other Hus- 
bandmen, that ſhall render him the Fruits of 


their Seaſons, 

Teſus ſaith to them, have you never read 
in the Scriptures , The ſtone which the buil- 
ders rejected, the ſame is made into the head 


of the Corner? by our Lord was thu done ann 
it is marvelleus in our Eyes. Therefore T ſay 


10 you, that the King dom of Ged ſhall be ta- 
len away from you, and ſhall be given t0 4 
Nation yielding the Fruits thereof. And he 
that falleth upon this ſtane , ſhall be broken : 
and on whom it falleth, it ſhall alſo bruiſe 
him, And when the chief Prieſts and Pha- 


riſees had heard his Parables, they knew that 


be ſpake of them, And ſeeking 10 lay rands 
TE” Sos 
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upon him, they feared the multitudes; be- 
cauſe they held him as a Prophet, 


Moralities. 

„V TE have reaſon to fear all that 

is in us, yea even the gifts of 
God: All his favors are ſo many Chains; 
if they bind us not to do our Duty, they 
will bind us to the puniſhment due for 
that neglect. Our Soul is given us by Gcd 
as a thing borrowed from Heaven, we 
muſtnot be too prodigal of it. We muſt 
dig up ill Roots as we do in Land cultiva- 
ted; the time-will come that we muſt 
render up the Fruits; and ſhall we then 
preſent Thorns? Examine every day 
how you profit, and what you do: 
draw every day a line, but draw it to- 
ward Eternity. What can you hide 
from God, who knows all ? What can 
you repay to God who gives all? And 
how can you requite Jeſus, who hath 
given himſelf ? 

2. How many Meſſengers doth God 
ſend to our Hearts without intermiſſion ? 
and how many Inſpirations which we re- 
ject ? So many Sermons which we do 
not obſerve, and ſo many Examples. 
which we neglect. Jeſus comes in per- 
ſon by the Sacrament of the Altar, and 
we drive him from us, to Crucifie him, 

E 2 when 
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when we place the Devil and Mortal ſin 
in his room. What other thing can we 
expect, for reward of all theſe violences, 
but a moſt fearful deſtruction, if we do 
not prevent the Sword of Juſtice, by 
walking in the paths of Mercy? Our 
Vanities, which at firſt are like ſmall 
Threds, by the contempt of Gods Grace, 
come to be great Cables of fin. He that 
defers his Repentance, is in danger to 
loſe it, and will be kept out of the Ark 
with the croaking Raven, ſince he hath 
neglected the mourning of the ſorrow- 
ful Dove. | 

3. lt is a moſt horrible thing to ſee a 
Soul left to it ſelf, after it hath ſo many 
Times forſaken the Inſpirations of God, 
It. becomes a deſolate Vineyard with- 
out encloſure, The Wild - Boar enters 
into it, and all unclean and ravenous 
Creatures do there ſport and leap with- 
out controul. God hangs Clouds over 
it, but will let no drop of Water fall 
upon it. The Sun never looks upon It 
with a loving Eye: all there, is barren, 
venemous, and near to Hell. Therefore 
above all things we muſt fear to be for- 
ſaken of God. Mercy provoked; changes 
it ſelf into ſevere Juſtice. All Crea- 
tunes will ſerve (as Gods Inſtruments ) 
to puniſha . fugitive Soul, which Pat | 
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from him by her Ingratitude, when he 


draws her to him by the ſweetneſs of 
his Benefits. 


Af; rations, 

X Las, O great Father of the Worlds 

X Family, I am confounded to fee 
thy Vineyard ſo ill ordered, made ſo 
barren and ſpoiled. My Paſſions do- 
mineer like Wild Beaſts, and devour the 
Fruits due to thy Bounty. I am hear. 
tily ſorry 1 have ſo little eſteemed thy 
Graces, and to have preferred all that 
(which makes me contemptible) before 
thee. 1 do this day renounce all the 
abuſes of my Soul. I will grow and 
proſper under thy Bleſſings: Iwill flou- 
riſh under thy Aſpect, and fructiſy un- 
der thy Protection. Command only 
thy Graces, and ſweet Dews of Heaven 
( which are as Paps of thy Favours) to rain 
upon me, and water this rotten trunk 
of my Heart. Speak to that Eye of Love, 
that beautitul Eye of Jefus, that it will 
ſhine but once with that Ray, which 
doth make Souls happy for ever. 
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The Goſpel for Saturday the Sccond 
Weck in Lent, St. Luke 15. 


Ot the Prodigal Child. 

ſ ND he ſaid, a certain man had two 

Son and the younger of them ſaid to 
his Father, Father, give me the portion of 
Subſtance that belongeth to me: And he di- 
vided unto them the Subſtance, And not 
many days after, the younger Son\ gathering 
all his things together, went from home into 
a far Country, and there he waſted his 


Subſt ance, living riotouſly. And after he 


bad jpent all, there fell a fore Famine in that 


Country, and he began to be in need: and 


he went and cleaved to one of the Citizens 
of that Country, and he ſent him into his 
Farm to feed Swine, And he would fain 
have filled his belly of the husks that the 
Swine did eat, aid no body gave unto him. 
And returning to himſelf, he ſaid, How 
many of my Fathers Firelings have abun- 
dance Bread, nd I hear periſh fer Fa- 
mir e? I will ariſe, and will go to my Fa- 


ther, and ſayto him, Father, I have ſinned 


againſt Fleaven, and before thee, I am not 
nom worthy to be called thy Sen, makg me as 
one of thy Hirelings. And riſing up, he 
came to his Father; and when he was yet far 
eff, his Father ſw him, and was moved with 
mercy, 


e 1 
mercy, and running to him, fell upon his neck. 
And biſſed him. And his Son ſaid to him Fa- 
; ther, I have ſinned againſt Heaven and be- 
fore thee, I am riot now worthy to be called 
thy Son, And the Father ſaid to his Servants, 
Quickly bring. forth the firſt flole, and do it 

on him, and put a Ring upon his hand, and 
' ſhoves upon his feet, bring the fatted Calf, 
| and kill it, and let us eat and make merry , 
becauſe this my ſon was dead and is revived , 
was loſt, and is found. And they began to 
male merry. Fut his elder ſon was in the 
' field, and when he came and drew nigh to 
| the louſe, he heard muſick and dancing, 
| and he called one of his ſcrvants, and asked 
| what theſe things ſhould be; and he ſaid to 
| him , Thy bother is come, and thy father 
' bath killed the fatted calf, becauſe ke hath 
rect ived him ſafe, But he had indignation, 
and would not ge in. His Father therefore 
gorng forth, began to d:fire him. But he an- 
ſwering, ſaid to bis Father, Behold, ſo mary 

ears do I ſerve thee, and I never tranſpreſ- 
ſed thy Commandmint , and thou didſt neuer 
give me a Kid to make merry with my 
Fri:nds. Rut after that thy ſon, this, that | 
hath devoured his ſub/tance with Whores, is © 
come, thou haſt killed for him the fatted calf , 
But ke ſaid to him, Son, thou art always 
with me, and all my things are thine. But. 
| it behoved us to make merry and be glad, 
| | E 4 becauſe 
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becauſe this thy Brother was dead, and is re- 
Uo e 9 1 SIN. -3% 
vived ; was loft and is found, 
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„  Mozalinies. 

1. T His Parablo is a true Table expreſ- 

"A ſing the excurſions of a prodigal 
Soul, and her return to the Mercy of 
God; by the way of Repentance. Note, 
that the firſt ſtep which ſhe'trod toward 
her own deſtruction (as Cain did) was 
her departing from God; not by changing 
of place, but of heart. It departed from 
the chiefeſt light, which made it fall 
into an eclipſe of Reaſon, and ſo into pro- 
found darkneſs. She diverted her ſelf from 
the greateſt bougrty , which made her en- 
Cline toward all'wickedneſs,'( being ſtray- 
ed from her Sovereign being ) which made 
her become juſt nothing. 3 
2. She continued in Sin, as in a Coun- 
try which was juſt nothing, where ſhe 
was vexed on all ſides with diſquiet, 
with cares, with fears and diſcontents. 
All ſins toſs their followers, as the Ball 
is toſſed at Baloon, Vanity ſends them 
to Pride: Pride to Violence: Violence 
to Avarice: Ayarice to Ambition: Am» 
bition to Pomp and Riot : Pomp to Glut- 
tony: Gluttony to Luxury: Luxury to 
Idleneſs: Idleneſs to Contempt and Po- 
verty 3 and that Poverty brings them i 
5 


a 


all worldly miſery. For all miſchiefs fol- 


no Journy ſo far, as whena Man de- 


pPoſeth it ſelf between his Soul and Inno- 


were moved to give a ſecond birth to 


E 
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low a wicked Soul, which departing from 
God, thinks to find a hetter condition, 

3. Affliction opens the Eyes of Man, 
and makes him come to himſelf, that he 
may the beter return to God. There 1s 


parts from himſelf, not by place, but by. 
manners A Sea of Licentiouſneſs inter- 


cence, to divorce her from the way of 
goodneſs : But Gods Grace is a burning 
Wind which dries itup; and having. 
brought Man to hiraſelf, takes him by 
the Handand leads him even to God. 

O what a happy thing it is to conſi- 
der the effects of Gods Mercy in the en- 
tertainment of the good Father to his 
prodigal Son: The one had loſt all whick 
he had of a good Son: but the other had 
not loſt what helong'd to a good Father. 
The Son had yet ſaid nothing, when fa- 
therly affection pleaded for him in the 
Heart of his Father; who felt the dolors-. 
of a Spiritual Labor; and his Entrails 


his Son. Though he were old, yet he 
went the pace of a young Man: Charity. 
gi ves him Wings to fly tothe embrace- 
ments of his loſt Child. He is moſt joy- . 
ful of all that comes with him, even of 

E 5 his 
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hisvery. poverty. This without doubt 
ſhould give us a marvellous confidence 
in Gods Mercy, when we ſeek it with 
hearty Repentance. It is a Sea of Boun- 
ty which waſheth away all that is amils. 
Since he hath changed the name of Ma- 
ſter into that of Father, he will rather 
commard by Love than reign by a pre- 
dominate Power. No Man ought to deſ- 
pair of pardon, except he, who can be as 
fully wicked as God is good; none is ſo 
merciful as Sed. none is ſo good a Father 
as he: For when you may have loſt your 
part of all his Vertues, you can never 
( while you live) loſe the poſſibility of 
his Mercy. He will receive you hetween 
his Arms without any other reaſon, but 
your return by Repentance. 
5. The ſame Parable is alſo a true 
Glafs, ſhewing the life of thoſe young 
Unthriſts, who think they are born on- 
ly for ſport, for their bellies, and for 
pleaſure, They imagine their Fathers 
keep for them the Golden Mines of Peru; 
| and their life being without Government, 
their expences are without meaſure, 
| Some of them run through the World; 
they wander into all places, but never 
enter into conſideration of themſclves. 
They return from Forreign parts, loaden 
with Debts, and bring home nothing 
| ut 
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but ſome new fantaſtical faſhions , crin- 
ges, and Coranto's. There are many o 
them, in whom pride and Miſery con- 
tinue infeparable, after they have loſt 
their Mony and their Brains. Their Fa- 
thers are cauſes of their faults, by gather- 
ing ſo much Wealth for thoſe, who 
know not how to uſe it. Vet, if they 
have the true Repentance of the Prodi- 
gal Child, he muſt not deny them Pardon- 
But Mercy muſt not be had of thoſe who 
ask it by ſtrong hand, or ſeek it by a 
counterfeit ſorrow, 


Aſpirations. 

T is an accurſed wandring, to travel 

into the Country of nothing. Where 
Pleaſure drops down. as Water from a 
Storm; ; the miſerable Conſequences 
whereof, have leaden Feet, which never 
remove from the Heart, Good God 
What a Country is that, where the 
Earth is made of Quick-filver , which 
ſteals it ſelf from under our Feet when we 
think to tread upon it ? What a Coun- 
try is that, where, if a Man gathered one 
bud of Roſes, he muſt be forced to eat 
a thouſand Thorns, and be companion 
with the moſt naſty filthy Beaſts, in their 
ſtinking Ordures. and be glad to eat of 
their loathſome Dreff for want 2 

cat 


+ 


Meat? Alas, 1 have ſuffer 
miſery as this, is neceſlary to make nie 
remember the happineſs which l poſleſ- 
fed in thy Houſe ; O merciful Father, be- 
hehold my Prodigal Soul which returns 
to thee, and will have no other Ad vo- 
cate but thy Goodneſs; which as yet 
pleads for me within thy Heart, 1 have 
conſumed all which I had, but I could 
not conſume thy Mercy. For that is an 
Abyſs Which ſurpaſſeth that of my Sins 
and Miſeries. Receive me as a Mercena- 
xy Servant, if I may not obtain the name 
of a Son. Why ſhouldft not thou receive 
that which is thine, ſince the wicked ſpi- 
tits have taken that which was not theirs? 


Either ſhew me Mercy, or elſe ſhew me 
3 heart more Fatherly than thine; and 


if neither Earth nor Heaven can find the 
like, to whom wouldſt thou have me go, 


but to thy ſelf, who doſt not yet ceaſe to 


call me ? 


The Goſpel for the third Sund ay.in Lent, | 


St. Lie 11. 


Jef us caſt out the Devil which Was. dumb: 


A Na he was caſting out a Devil, and 


that was dumb. And when he had 
Taft out the Devil, the dumb ſpake, ana the 


WM Huaes mar veled. Aud certain of them 


ſaid, 
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ſaid, In Belzebub the Prince of Devils h 
caſteth out Devils. And others tempt ing, ask 
ed him a ſign from Heaven, But he ſecing 
their cogitations, ſaid to them: every King- 
dom divided againſt it ſelf, ſhall be made de- 
ſolate, and bowſe upon kouſe ſhalt fall. And 
if Satan alſo be divided againſt himſelf, how 


ſhall his Kingdom ſtand? becauſe you ſay, that 


in Belzcbub I do caſt out Devils, And if I 
in Felzebub caft out Devils; your children, 
in whom do they caſt aut? Therefore they ſhall 
be your Fudges, But if I in the finger of God 
do caſt cut Devils, ſurely the Kingdom of 
God is come upon you. When the ſtrong arm- 


ed keepeth hi: Court, thoſe things are in peace 


that he pofſeſſeth; but if a ſtronger than he 
come upon him, and overcome him, he. will 
rake away his whole armour wherein be truſt- 
ed, and will diſtribute his ſpoils ;, he that is 
not nuh me, is againſt me, and he that ga- 
thereth not with me, ſcattereth. Mhen the 
wiclean ſpirit ſhall' depart ont of 4 man, he 
wandreth through places without water, ſcek- 
ing reſt; ard not finding, he ſaith, I will 
return imomy houſe whence I departed. And. 
when he is come, he findeth it ſwept with 4 
beſome, and t immed. Then be goeth and 
taketh ſeven other ſpirits worſe than him- 


ſelf, and emtring.iv, they dmwellthe.e, And 


the laſt of that man be made worſe than, the 


frft. And. 


al 
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And it came to paſs when he ſaid theſe 


things, a certain Woman lifting up her voice 


out of the multitade, ſaid to him, Bleſſed is 


the womb that bare thee, and the paps that 
thou didſt ſuck. But he ſaid, yea rather, 
bleſſed are they that hear the word of God, and 
keep it. | 


Moralities. 

. He Almond- tree is the firſt which 

begins to flouriſh, and is often 
firſt nipt with Froſt. The Tongue is the 
firſt thing which moves in a Mans Body, 
and is ſooneſt caught with the ſnares of Sa- 
tan. That Man deſerves to be ſpeechleſs 
all his life, who never ſpeaks a word bet- 
ter than ſilence. 


2. Jeſus, the Eternal Word of God, | 


came upon Earth to reform the words 
of Man : His life was a lightning, and 
his word a thunder, which was power- 
ful in effect, but always meaſured with- 
in his Bounds. He did fight againſt ill 
Tongues in his life, and conquered them 
all in his Death. The Gall and Vineger 
which he took to expiate the ſins of this 
unhappy Tongue, do ſhew how great the 
evil was, ſince it did need ſo fharp a. re- 
medy. He hath cured by ſuffering his do- 
lors, what it delerved by our committing 


Sins. Other Vices are determined by 
| | one 
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| Servant to all malicious Actions, and is 
generally confederate with the Heart in 
all Crimes. 

3. We have juſt ſo much Religion as we 
| have government of our Tongues : A little 
thing ſerves to tame Wild Beaſts, and a 
ſmall Stern will lerve to Govern a Ship. 
Why then cannot a Man rule ſo ſmall a 
part of his Body ? It is not ſufficient to a- 
void Lying, Perjuries, Quarrels, Injuries, 
Slanders and Blaſphemics; ſuch as the 
"Scribes and Phariſees did vomit out in 

this Goſpel againſt the Purity of the Son 

of God; We muſt alſo repreſs idle Talk, 
and other frivolous ard unprofitable Di .- 
courſes There are ſome Perſons, who 
have their Hearts ſo looſe, that they can- 


they will quickly ſwim upon their Lips, 
without thinking what they ſay, and fo 
make a ſhift to wound their Souls. 

4 Imitate a Holy Father called Siſuc, 
who Prayed God thirty Years together 
every day, to deliver him from his 

Tongue, as from aCapital Enemy: You 
ſhall never be very Chaſt of your Body, 
cxcept you do very well Bridle your 
Tongue. For Looſneſs of the Fleſh pro- 
ceeds ſometimes from Liberty of the 
Tongue: Remember your ſelf, that your 
ö | | | Heart 


one Act, the Tongue goes to all- It is 


not keep them within their Breaſts; but 
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Heart ſhould go like a Clock, with all the. 
juſt and equal Motions of his Springs; | 
and that your Tongus is the Finger, which 


"ntertainments 


ſhews how all the hours of the Day pals. 
When the Heart goes of one fide, and the 
Tongue of another, it is a ſure deſolation 
of your Spirits Kingdom. If Jeſus ſet it 
once at. peace and Quiet, you muſt be 
very careful to keep it ſo; and be very 
fearful of Relapſes. For the multiply- 
ing of long continued fins; brings at laſt 
Hell it ſelf upon a Mans ſhoulders. 


Aſpirations, 


Word Incarnate, to whomall juſt 


/- Tongues ſpeak, and after whom all 
Hearts do thirſt and Languiſh ; chaſe 
from us all prating Devils, and alſo thoſe 
which-zre Dumb: The firſt provoke and 


looſe the Tongue to ſpeake wickedly, and 


th-other bind it when it ſhould con- 
feſs the Truth. O peace- making Solo- 
mon, appeaſe the Diviſions of my heart, 
and unite all my powers to the love of 


thy Service. Deſtroy in me all the Marks 


of Satans Empire, and plant there thy 
Trophies and Standards, that my Spi- 
rit be never like thoſe Devils which ſeek 
for reſt, but ſhall never find it. Make 
me preſerve inviolable the houſeof my 
Conſcience, which thou haſt cleanſed by 
He Repen· 


| 
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Repentance, and cloathed with thy Gra- 
ces: That I may have Perſeverance to 
the end without Relapſes and ſo obtain 
Happineſs without more need of Repen- 
tance. F 
The Goſpel for Monday the third Week 
in Lent, St. Litke 4. N 
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Jeſus is required to do Miracles in his own 
. o 
Na he ſaid to them, Certes, you will ſay 
to me this ſimilitude, Phyſician cure thy 
ſel /: As great things as we have heard done 
in Capernaum , 4 alſo here in the Coun- 
try. And he ſaid, Amen, I ſay to you, that 
no Prophet it accepted in his own Country. 
In truth, I ſay to you, there were many Wi- 
dows in the days of Elias in Iſrael , when 
the Heaven was ſhut three years and ſix 
months, when there was 4 great Fame 
made in the whole Earth; and to none of © 
them was Elias ſent , but unto Sarepta 
of Sidon, to a Widow Woman. Aud there 
were many Lepers in Iſrael under Elizeus 
the prophet, and none of them made clean 
| but Naaman the Syrian. ; And 4 in the 
Synagogue were filled with anger, hea rin 
Tr 1 5 | Ps they roſe 8 caſt bis 
out of the City: And they brought him to 
: the edge of the hill whereupon their City 
. es 
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was built, that they might throw him down - 
beadlong. But he paſſing throughthe midſt of 


them, went his way, 


| Moralit ies. . 
I, TY Malignity of Mans Nature un- 

dervalueth all that which it hath 
in hand, and little eſteems many neceſ- 
ſary things, becauſe they are common. 
The Sun is not counted rare, becauſe it 
ſhines every day; and the Elements are 


held contemptible, ſince they are 


common to the Poor as well as the Rich. 
2 was deſpiſed in his own Country, 

caule he was there known to all the 
World; and the diſdain of that ungrate- 
ful Nation cloſed the hands of his great 
Bounty. Is it not a great unhappineſs 
to be weary and tired with often Com- 
municating ? To be wicked becauſe God 
is good, and to ſhut up our ſelves cloſe , 
when he would impart himſelf to us? 
Men make little account of great Bene- 
fits end Spiritual Helps, for that they 
have them preſent. They muſt loſe 
. thoſe Favours to know them well, and 


ſeek outragiouſly without effect, what they | 


have kickt away with.conteinpt, becaule it 
was eaſily poſſeſt. 

2, The Choices and Elections of God, 
are not to be comprehended within our 
k | Thoughts, 
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Thoughts, but they ſhould be Adored by 


our Hearts. He is Maſter of his own Fa- 
vours, and doth what he will in the 
Kingdoms of Nature, Grace, and Glo- 
ry. He makes Veſlels of Potters- earth, 
of Gold and Silver. He makes Holy 
days, and Working-days ( faith the 
Wiſe Man ) his Liberties are as free to 
him as his Thoughts. We muſt not ex- 
amine the Reaſon why he doth elevate 
ſome, and abaſe others. Our Eye muſt 


5 | not be wicked, becauſe his Heart is good. 


Let us content our ſelves that he loves 
the Humble, and to know, that the low- 
eſt place of all is moſt ſecure. No Man 
is made Reprobate without Juſtice, no 


Man is ſaved without Mercy. God cre- 


ates Men, to repair in many that which 
he hath made; and alſo to puniſh in the 
Perſons of many, that which he hath 

not made. | 
3. Jeſus doth not cure his Brethren, 
and yet cures Strangers; to ſhew that his 
Powers are not tyed to any Nation, but 
to his own Will. So likewiſe the Graces 
of God are not to be meaſured according 
to the Nature of him who receives them, 
but by the pure Bounty of him who gives 
them, The Humility of ſome doth call 
him, when the Preſumption of others 
doth eſtrapge him. The weak _—_ 
0 
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of a Dying Law, did no goodto the Fews, | 
 whodildained the Grace of Jeſus Chriſt: 


And that diſdain deprived them of their 
Adoption; of the Glory of the New 
Teſtament; of all the Promiſes, and 
of all Magiſtracy. They loſt all, becauſe 
they would keep their own Wills, Let 
us learn by the Grace of God to deſire 
earneſtly that Good which we would ob- 
tain effectually. Perſons diſtaſted and 
ſurfeited, cannot advance much in a 


Spiritual Life. And he that ſeeks after 


perfection coldly, ſhall never find it 


Aſpirations, 
T* Beauties ( moſt ſweet Jeſu:) are 
without Stain, thy Goodneſs with- 
out Reproach, end thy Converſation 
without Importunity. God forbid { ſhould 


be of the number of thoſe Souls which 


are diſtaſted with Manna, and languiffi 
after the Onions of Egypt. The more ! 
taſt thee, the more I incline to do thee 
Honor. Familiarity with an infinite 
thing, begets no Contempt, but only 
from thole whom thou doſt deſpiſe for 
their own faults. O what high Secrets 


are thy Favours! O what Abyſſes are 
thy Graces! We may wiſh and run: 
But except thou Co-operate, nothing is 
done, If thou ceaſe to Work, all K un- 

one 
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done. I put all my Happineſs into thy 
hands: It is. thou alone which knoweſt 
how to chooſe what we moſt need, by thy 
Sovereign Wiſdom, and thou giveſt it by 
thy extream Bounty. 


The Goſpel ſor Tueſday, the third 
Week in Lent, St. Mat. 18. 


If thy Brother offend thee, tell him of it 
alone. 


| B Ut if thy Brother ſhall offend againſt 


thee, go and rebuke him between thee 
and him alone; and if he ſhall hear thee, 
thou ſhalt gain thy Brother And if he will 
not hear thee, joyn with thee beſides one or 
two, that inthe mouth of two or three Wit- 


neſſes, every Word may ſtand. And if he will 


not hear them, tell the Church: And if he 
will not hear the Church, let him be to thee 


1 as the Heathen and the Publican. Amen, 1 


ſay to yon, whatſocver ye ſhall bind upon 
Earth, ball be bound alſo in Haven: And 


1 whatſoever ye ſhall looſe upon Eearth , ſhall 


be: looſed in Heuven. Again I ſay to gon, 
that if two of you ſhall conſent upon Earth, 
concerning every thing what ſoever they as, , 
it ſhall be done to them of my Father which 


is in Heaven: For where there be two or 
| three gathered in my Name, there am I in 


the miadft of them, 
7 hen 


5 


rn) 
Then came Peter unto him, and ſaid, 


Lord, how often ſhall my Brother offend. a- 
geinſt me, and I forgive him? until ſeven 


times? Feſus ſaid umo him, 1 2 not to thee 
ev 


until ſeven times, but until ſeventy tines 

ſeven times, 

Moralit ies. BY 

I, He Heavens are happy that they 
go always in one Meaſure, and 


in ſo great a Revolution of Ages, do not- 


make one falſe ſtep: But Man is natural- 


ly ſubject to fail. He is full of Imper- 


feCtions ; and if he have any Vertues, he 


carries them like Duſt againſt the Wind, 


or Snow againſt the Sun. This is the 


| Reaſon which teaches him that he needs 
good Advice. 


2. It is ſomewhat hard to give right 


Correction, but much harder to receive 


it profitably. .Some are ſo very Fair ſpo- 
ken, that they praiſe all which they ſee ; 
and becauſe they will find nothing amiſs, 


they are ordinarily good to no body. 


They ſhew to thoſe whom they Flatter, 


their Vertdes in great, and their Faults . 


in little; they will ſay to thoſe who are 
plunged in great Diſorders, they have 


no other fault, but that they are not ſuf- 


ficiently careful of their owe Health. O- 
thers do correct with ſuch ſharpneſs and 
| violene, 
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violence, that they wound their own 
Hearts to cure other Mens, and ſeem to 
have a greater mind to pleaſe their own 
Paſſions , than to amend thoſe whom 
they would inſtruct. Correction ſhould 
be accompanied with Sweetneſs, but it 
muſt carry withal a little Vigor, to 
make a right Temper , and to keep a 
Mean between Softneſs and Auſterity. 
Feſus in the Prophet J/ay, is called both 

a Rod and a Flower: To ſhew us ( accor- 
ding to Origen) that he carries Severity 
mingled with Sweetneſs; to uſe either 
of them according to the diverſity of 
Perſons. 

3. It is not à very eaſie thing to re- 
| ceive Brotherly Correction patiently 
we are ſo far in love with being well 
thought of. And after we have loſt the 
Tree of Life (which is Vertue it ſelf) we 
would keep the Bark of it, which is only 
Reputation. All SEadows proceed from 
thoſe Bodies, upon which ſomewhat 
ſhines ; Honor is a Child of a known 
Vertue: And many, when they cannot 
ger. one Lawful, are willing to have a 
Baſtard. This is the Cauſe why ſo ma- 
ny Reſemble thoſe Serpents which re- 
quite them with Poylon , who ſing to 
them Pleaſant Songs. Whatſoever is ſpo- 
ken to inſtruct them, makes them Paſ- 
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ſionate, and dart out angry Speeches a- 
gainſt thoſe who ſpeak to them mild and 
gentle Words of Truth, and tending to 
their Salvation. Reſt aſſured, y6u' can 
never get perfection, except you. count 
it a glory to learn, and di cover your 
. ” 25S > 
4. There is nothing of more force; 
than the Prayers of Jaſt Men Which 
are animated'by the ſame Spirit, and ce- 
mented together with perfect Concord. 
They are moſt powerful both in Heaven 
| and Earth. When they deſire what God 
wiH, they are always heard; if not ac- 
cording to the Wiſhes of their own Na- 
ture, yet according to the great profits 
of his Grace. He 1s always happy who 
hath that which he wovld ; becanic he 
knows how to wiſh what is fitting , and 
finds means to obtain what he deſires , by 
reafon of his Abſtinence, from coveting 
that which cannot be hac. 5 
5. We muſt not offer to limit our 
Goodneſs, but as it comes from an Infi- 
nite God, we ſhould make it as near 
being Infinite as we can. He gives the 
lie to Vertues, who will reduce them to 
a certain number. We muft never be 
weary of well doing, but imitate the 
Nature of Celeſtial Things, which never 
make any end but to begin again. 
Ati. 
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, 4 [ptrations, 

God, what ſpots are in my Sovl, and 

how little do I look into my own 
imperfections ? Wilt thou never ſhew me 
to my ſelf ( ior ſome good time) that I 
may cure my ſelf, by horror of ſeeing 
what lam, ſince I do ſo often wound my 
ſelf, by being too indulgent ro my owW7 
naughty Aﬀections? It is a great offence te 
break the glaſs which repreſenteth me to 
my ſelf, by brotherly Correction, and to 
think I ſhall commit no more ſins, when 
no body will take liberty to reprove me. 
| will humble my ſelf to the very duſt , 
and mount up to thy Glory by contempt 
of my own baſeneſs. Alas, muſt my Soul 
be always ſo far in love with it ſelf, that 
it cannot ſuffer the Remonſtrance of a 
Friend? How will it then endure the 
Tooth of an Enemy? What can ſhe 
love, being ſo partial to her ſelf, if ſhe 
do not love moſt ngly darkneſs? O, my 
redoubted Maſter, 1 fear thine Eyes which 
« fee thoſe Obſcurities, which the fooliſh 
© World takes to be Brightneſs, If Ican- 
not be always innocent, make me at: 
leaſt acknowledge my ſelf faulty, that 
I may know my ſelf as lam; to the end 
thou mayſt know me for an Object ca- 
pable of thy Mercy. 2 


' 
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The Goſpel for Wedneſday the Third 


Week in Lent, St. Matthew 15. 


The Phariſees asked Jeſus, Why do thy 
Diſciples contradict Ancient Tradi- 
tions ? 

Hen came to him from Jeruſalem , 
Scribes and Phariſees, ſaying, Why 

ao thy Diſciples tranſgreſs the Tradition of 
the Ancients? For they waſh not their 
hands when they eat Bread. But he an- 
ſmering, ſaid to them, Why do you alſo 
tranſgreſs the Commandment of God, for 
your Tradition? For God ſaid, Honor Fa- 
ther and Mother: And he that ſhall Cur ſe 

Father or Mother dying, let him Die. But 

you ſay , Whoſeever ſhaft ſay to Father or 

Mother, The gift whatſoever proceed h 

from me, ſhall profit thee, and ſhall not ho- 

nor his Father or his Mother: And you have 
made ſruſtrate the Commandment of God for 
your own Tradition. Hypecrites ,, well hath 

Eſay Propheſied of you, ſaying, This People 

honoreth me with their Lips, . their Heart 


3s far from me. And in vain do they Wor- 
ſip me, teaching Dottrines and Command- 
mis of Men. 

Ard havirg called together the mull i- 
tu des unto him, he ſaid to them, Hear ye 
and underſtand. Not that which entreth 

2 


— 


. fileth a man, Then came his Diſciples, ana 
aid to him, Doſt thou know, that th: Pha- 
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into the mouth, defileth a man, but that 
which proceedeth out of the mouth, that de- 


riſees, when they heard this word, were 
ſcandalized? But he 'anſwering, ſaid, All 
Planting, which my Heavenly Father hath 
not planted, all be rooted up, Let them 
alone, blind they are, guids of the Blind: 
and if the blind be guid to the blind. both 
Fall into the Ditch, And Peter anſwering, 
faid to him, Expound us this Parable, But 
he ſaid, Are you alſo as yet without under- 
ſtanding? Do you not underſtand, that all 
that enters into the mouth, goeth into 
the belly, and is caſt forth into the 
Privy? But the things that proceed ont of 
the Mouth, come forth from the Heart, and 
thoſe things arfile a man, For from the 
Heart comes forth Evil Cogttations, Mur- 
thers, Adventerics, Fornications, Thefts, 
Falſe Teſtimomes, Blaſphermies: Theſe are 
the things that defile : but to cat with une 
waſhen Hands doth not defile a man. 


Moralities. 
1. HE Spirit of Man is wretched, and 
makes it felt buſineſs by bein 
diſquieted with petty little things An 


tormenting it himſelf with Formalities, 


Whilſt it lives in a deep neglect of all 
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that which is moſt eſſential to her Salva- 


tion. The Phariſees did place their Per- 
fections in waſhing themſelves every 


hour of the day; in bearing Writs of the 
Law upon their Foreheads, and Thorns 
upon their Heels; but made no ſcruple 
to take away the Honor due to Fathers 
and Mothers from their Children To 
make ſpoil of the World by a ravenous 
Avarice (which took upon it the ap- 
pearance of Piety) and to give up In- 
-nocent Blood under the ſhew of Juſtice. 
The World doth now furniſh it ſelf with 
fuch like Devotions. Sorne make it a 
ſin to look upon a fair Flower with de- 
light, to eat with a good Appetite ,, co 
drink cool Wine in hot Weather, to 
burn a Paper, upon which the Name ot 
Jeſus is Written; to tread upon two 
Straws that lie a-croſs. But to ſet Mo- 
ny to Uſury, to remember Injuries for 


ever, to keep a poor Work-mans Wa- 


ges, to Oppreſs the Weak, to Accuſe 
the Innocent, to ſpoil miſerable Per- 
ſons: Theſe are the little ſins which paſs 
for vertues in this World. Aſſure your 
ſelf that ſuch proceeding are abomma- 
ble before God; and there can be no 
better Devotion in the World, than to 
have a true and right feeling of God. 
And to live in Honeſty , not ſophiſti- 
: cated, 
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cated, but ſuch as is produced out of the 
pure lights of Nature. The Con ſcience 
of Hypocrites is a Spiders Web, whereof 
no Garment can ever be made. Hypo · 
criſie is a very ſubtile fault, and a ſecret 
Poiſon ; which kills other Vertues with 
their own Swords. | 

2. Jeſus is our great Maſter, who 
hath abridged fix hundred and thirteen 
Precepts of the Old Teſtament within 
the Law of Love. Do but love ( faith 
Saint Auguſtin) and do what you will: 
But then your Love muſt - go to the 
right Fountain, which: is the Heart of 
God. It is in him you 'muſt cheriſh - 
and hogor your neareſt Friends ; and 
for him alſo you are bound to love even 
your greateft Enemies. Be not afraid to 
ſhew him your Heart ſtark naked, that 
he may pierce it with his Arrows; ſor the 
Wounds of ſuch an Archer are much 
more precious than Rubies. You fhalF 
gain all by loving him; and Death it 
ſelf, which comes from this Love, is 
the Gate of Life. If you love him truly, 
you will have the. three conditions of 
Love; which are to ſerve him, to 
imitate him, and to ſuffer for him. 
You mult ſerve him with all Fidelity 
in your Prayers, and all your Actions - 
You muſt imitate . what poſſibly you 

2 can 
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can) in all the paſſages of his Liſe; And 
you muſt hold it for a glory to partici- 
pate (with a valiant patience) all the 
truits of his Croſs. I 


i 1 


Aſpirat ions. 

Great God, who judgeſt all Hearts, 

and doſt penetrate the moſt ſecret 
retirements. of our Conſciences, drive 
away from me all counterfeit Phariſaical 
Devotions, which are nothing but ſhews, 
and cannot ſubſiſt- but by falſe apparen- 
cies. Omy God, my Jeſus, make me 
keep the Law of thy Love, and nothing 
elſe. Itis a Yoke which brings with it 
more Honor than Burden ; It isa Yoke 
which hath Wings, but no heavineſs - 
Make me ſerve thee (O my Maſter ) 
ſince thou behold'ſt the ſervices of all 
the Angels under thy feet: Make me 
imitate thee (O my Redeemer ) ſince 
thou art the Original of all Perfections : 
Make me ſuffer for thee (O King of the 
Afflicted ) and that I may not know what 
0 — to ſuffer, by knowing what it is to 
love. real 
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The Goſpel for Thurſday the Third Week 
in Lent, St. Luke 4. f 


Jeſus cured the Fever of Simon Mother in- 
Law. a 
N D Jeſas riſing up out of the Syna- 
gogue, entred imo Simons Honſe, and 
Simons Wives Mother was holden with 4 
great Fever, and they beſonght him for her- 
And ſtanding over her , he commanded the 
Fever, and it left her: And incontinent ri- 
ſing, (he miniſtred unto them. And when the 
Sun was down, all that were diſeaſed of ſundry 
Malad ies, brought them to him: But he impo- 
ſing hands upon every one, cured them. Aud 
Devils went out from many, crying and ſaying, 
that thou art the Son of God. And rebuking 
them, he ſuffered them not to ſpeak that 'they 
knew he was Chriſt, And when it was day, 
going forth he went into a Deſert place, and 
the multitudes ſought him, and came even unte 
him; and they held him, that he ſhould not de- 
part from them. To nh m he ſaid, That to 
other Cities almoſt I Evangelize the Kingdom 
of God; becauſe therefore I was ſent, Ard 
be was preaching in the Synagogues of Galilee, 
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Moraluies, 
ks Soul within a ſick Body, is a Prin- 

ceſs that dwells in a ruinous 
Hoaſe : Health is the beſt of all temporal 
Goods; without which, all Honors are 
as the Beams of an Eclipſed Sun: Riches 
are unpleaſing, and all Pleaſures are lan- 
guiſhing. All joy of the Heart ſubſiſts na- 
turally in the Health of the Body. But 
yet it is true, that the moſt healthful Per- 
1ons are not always the moſt holy. 
What profit is there in that health which 
ſer ves for a provocation to fin, for an in- 
ticement to worldly pleaſure, and a gate 
to death? The beſt Souls are never bet- 
ter nor ſtronger than when their Bodies 
are ſick; their Diſeaſes are too hard for 
their mortal Bodies, but their courage is 
invincible. It is a great knowledge, to 
underſtand our own infirmit ies. Proſpe- 
rity keeps us from the view of them, but 
Adverſity ſhews them to us. We ſhould 
hardly know what Death is, if ſo ma- 
ny Diſeaſes did not teach us every day 
that we are Mortal. Semiramis, the proud- 
eſt of Queens, had made a Law. 
whereby ſhe was to be adored inftead of 
all the Gods; but being humbled by a 
great Sickneſs, ſhe acknowledged her ſelf 
to be but a Woman, 

2. All 
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2+ All the Apoſtles pray for this holy 
Woman which was ſick, but ſhe her ſelf 
asked nothing, nor did complain of any 
thing. She leaves all tro God, who 
is only Maſter of Life and Death. She 
knew that he which gives his benefits 
with ſuch Bounty, hath the Wiſdom to 
chooſe thoſe which are moſt fit for us. 
How do we know whether we deſiring to 
be delivered from a ſickneſs, do not ask 
of God to take away a Gift which is ves 
ry neceſſary to our Salvation? That Ma- 
lady or Attiition which makes us diſtaſte 
worldly pleaſures, gives us a diſpoſition 
to taſte the joys of Heaven. 

3. How many fick perſons in the heat. 
of a Fever promiſe much, and when 
they are well again, perform nothing? 
That Body which carried all the Marks 
of Death in the Face, is no ſooner grown 
ſtrong by health (which rejoiceth the 
Heart, and -fills the Veins with Blood 
but it becomes a Slave to Sin. The Gifts 
of God ( being abuſed) ſerve for nothing 
but to make it wicked , and fo the Soul 
is killed by recovery of the Fleſh, But 
this pious Woman is no ſooner on Foot, 
but ſhe ſerves the Author of Life, and 
employs all thoſe Limbs , (which Teſus 
cured of the Fever) to prepare him ſome - 
proviſions to refreſh- him. He that will 
Fe. not 


[ 
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not uſe the Treaſures of Heaven with ac- 
knowledgmenr, deſerves never to keep 
them. When a Man is recovered from 
2 great ſickneſs, as his Body is. renewed 
by health, ſo on the other ſide, he 


' ſhould renue his Spirit by Vertue. The 


Body ( faith St. Maximus) is the Bed of 
the Soul, where it fleeps too caſily in 
continual health, and forgets it ſelf in 
many things. But a good round ſickneſs. 
doth not only move, but turn over this. 
Bed, which maketh 'the Soul awake, to 
think on her Salvation and make a to- 
tal. Conver ſion. ; 


Aſpirations. 
Word incarnate, all Fevers, and: 
Devils iy before the Beams of thy 
redoubted Face, Muſt nothing but the 


heat of my Paſſions always reſiſt thy 


Powers. and Bounties ? To what mala- 
dies and indiſpoſitions am, I ſubject ? 1 
have more Diſeaſes in my Soul, than 
Limbs in my Body, My weakne ſs bends. 
under thy ſcourges, and yet my Sins 
continue ſtill unmovable, Stay (O be- 
nięn Lord) ſtay, thy ſelf near me. Caſt 
upon my dull and heavy Eyes, one 
Beam from thoſe thine Eyes, which 
make all ſtorms clear, and all diſaſters 


happy. Commard that my weaknels | 


leave 


* 
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leave me, and that I may ariſe to perform 
my ſervices due to thy greatneſs, as I will 
for ever owe my Salvation to thy infinite 
Power and Bounty. 


The Goſpel for Friday the third Week in 
Lent, St. John 4. 


Of the Samaritan Woman at Jacob's Well, 
near Sichar. 

E cometh there fore iuto a City of Sa- 

maria, which is called Sichar, befide 

the Manner that Jacob gave to Joſeph his ſon, 

and there was there the Fountain of Jacob » 

Teſus therefore wear:ed of his journey, [ate 

down upon the Fountain, It was about the 
fixth hour. 

There cometh 4 Woman of Samaria t9 
dram water, Felus faith to her, Give me to 
drink; For his Diſciples were gene into the 
City to buy Meat. Therefore that Samari- 
ran Woman faith to him, How doſt thos, 
being a Jem, al of me to drink,, which am 
a Samaritan Woma; ? For the Jews da not 
Communicate with the Samaritans. Feſas 
anſwered and ſaid unto hen, if thou didſt 
know the yift of Cod, and who he is that 
fauh uno thee, Gi.e me io drin, thou per- 
bays wouldſt haue a of him, and he wt 
have given thee ing water. The Wer 
faith to him, Sir, neither haſt thou wherein: 


40 
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10 draw, and the Well is deep, Whence haſt 
thou the living Water ! Art thon greater 
than our Fauher Jacob who gave ws the Well , 
and himſelf drank, of it, and his Children , 
end his Cattel? Jeſus anſwered and ſaid 
ro her, tvery one that drinketh of this water 
ſhall thir ſt again; but he that ſhall drink. of 
the water that J will give him, ſhall not thirſt 
for ever : But the water that 1 will give 
Lim ,, fhall become unto him a Fountain of 
water fj ringing ap unto Life Everloſiing. The 
Woman faith to bim, Lord give me this wa- 
ter, that 1 may not thirft, nor come hic her to. 
draw. 

Jeſus ſaib tu her, Go cal thy Hucband, 
wrdl rome lit her. The Woman anſwered and 
ſaid, I have no Hucband. Feſus ſaith to her, 
Thou baſt [aid well, that ] bave no Huiband : 
For chon haſt had five Hisbands, and he whom 
bon new baft, is not thy Hubaud. This thou 
haft [aid truly. [ 

The Woman [aith to him, Lord, Fi ter 3 
crive that thou art a Prophet, Our Fates | 
adored in this Houm ain, and you ſiy , that 4 
feruſalem 5s theplace where Hen maſt naore, { 
Je ſus ſaith tu her, VVoman eelieve me, that 7 
tbe hour ſhall come, when you ſ,psither we 7 
this Monntain, nor in Jeruſalem, adore the 
Father. You adore that you know not: We 70 
adore that ne bmp: For ſalvation is o 7 
a Jews; But. the hour come b, ad naw 4s | 

Wt, 
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when the true Adorers (hall * adore the F- 
ther in Spirit and Verity» For the Father al- 
' fo ſeekgth ſuch to adort him. God is a Spi · 

rit and they that adore him, mnſ} adore in 
Spirit aud Verity. The Woman ſaith tohim, 
rom that Ale ſſaas cometh, (which is called 
Chrift ) therefore when he cometh; he will ſbew 
us all things. Teſus ſaith to her, I an he that 
ſpake with thee, TER 

And incontinent his Di{ciples came : and 
they marvelled that he talked with a Woman, 
No mam for al that ſaid, Mh ſeckęſt thou, 
er why- talkeſt thow with ber? The Woman 
therefore left her water- pot, and ſhe went into 
the City, and ſaith to thoſe men, Come and 
fee a man that hath told me all things what ſoe- 
ver I have done: Is not he Chrift ? They: 
went forth therefore out of the City, and came 
to him. 
In the mean time the Diſciples deſired him, 

ſcying, Rabbi, Eat. Haut he ſaid to them, 
! hav? meet to Eat which yon kyow not, The 

Diſciples therefore ſaid one to aneiher, bath 
ay man brought him for to eat Feſus faith 
o them, my meat is ts do the Will of him 
bar ſent me, to perfect his Work, Do not 
aon ſay, that yet there.are \four Months, wid: 
Harveſt cometh ? Behold 1 [ay to you, lift wp 
$047 Eyes, and ſee the Conntries, that they are 
vhite already to Harveſt : And be that reap- 
H ricerveth Hire, and gathereth Fruit unto 

life 
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life everlaſting, that both he that ſoweth, and: 
he that reapeth may rejoyce together, For in 
this is the ſaying true, that it is one man that 
ſoneth, al it 13 another that reapeth. 1 
have ſent yon to reap that which you labor- 
ed not: Others have labored, and you have 
entred into their labors. ; 
And of that City many believed in him of 
the Samaritans , for the wurd of the woman 
giving Teſtimony, that he told me all things 
what ſoe ver I have dore. Therefore when 
the Samaritans were come to him, they de- 


fired kim that he would tarry there. And he 


tarried there two days. And many more be- 
lieved for his own word: And they ſaid to 
the woman, That now , not for thy ſaying 
do we believe For our ſelves have heard, and 
ao know, that this is the Saviour of the world 
irdeed, 


Moralities. 

1. He God of all Power is weary, the 
main Sea deſires a drop of Salt- 

water; the King of Angels, becomes a 
ſuppliant for .a little part of all that 
which is his own, This Goſpel ſhews us 
clearly the love of God toward Human 
Nature, and infinite Zeal which he hath 
to the Salvation of Souls, Is it not a 
thing which ſhould load us with confult- 
on, to lee that he who is filled with all 
ſclicitics, 
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felicities, hath only one thirſt, which 
is, that we ſhould thirſt after him, and 


that we ſhould make chief account of 


that Living water which he carrieth 
wichin his Breaſt, which indeed proper- 
ly is Grace, the only way to Glory. 

2: Behold the difference between Fa- 
cobs. Well, and the Well of Jeſus ; be- 
tween contentments of the World, and 
the pleaſures of God. The Well of 
Facob is common to Men and Beaſts ; to 
ſhew unto us that a Man which glorifieth 
himſelf of hi: ſenſual deligbts, makes a 
Trophee of his own baſeneſs, and a tri- 
umph of his fault. It is juſt as if Nebu- 
chadeneſer ſorſaking Ins Crown and 
Throne (to transform himſelf into a 
Beaſt ) ſhould brag, that he had gotten 
a handſome Stable, and very good Hay. 
But the Fountain of jeius holds in it the 
Water of Graces,a wholſome Water, pure 
and Chriſtalline; which brings us to 
the ſaciety of Angels. The Water of 
Faceb though it be but a Water for 
Beaſts, yet it is hard to obtain: T here are 
many which run mad after Riches, Ho- 
nors, and Contentments of this World, 
and can never come to poſleſs them: 
They live ina Mill, and gain nothing 
out of it; but the noiſe aud duſt. They 
turn round about upon the Wheel of 

diſquiet, 


* 


love and ſufferingss, defire nothing but 
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diſquiet, and never reſt. But if a good 
Fortune ſometimes calt them a Bone, 
there are an hundred Dogs which ftrive to 
catch it. All their life is nothing but ex- 
pectation, and their end only deſpair. 
Whereas the Well of Jeſus is open to all 
the World; he ſeeketh, he asketh, he cal- 
leth, he giveth gratis, he requireth no- 
thing of us but our ſelves, and would have 
us for no other reaſon, but only to make 
us happy. The Well of Jacob begetteth 
thirſt, but doth not quench it. Do not 
you confider that the Samaritan Woman 
left her Pot there and did not drink ? 
After ſo many fantoms and illuſions , 
which do amuſe worldlings , they muſt 
part from the World with great thirſt. 
But the Fountain of our Saviour frees us 
from the deſire of all Creatures, and doth 

eſtabliſh within Mans Spirit an Object, of 
which the Heart can never loſe the de- 
light. O happy Samarit an ( ſaith Saint 
An:vroſe ) which left her Pot empty, chat 
ſhe might return full of Jeſus Chriſt. 
She did no wrong to her fellow Citizens , 
for if ſhe brought no Water to the Town, 


yet ſhe made the Fountain it ſelf come thi- 


ther. 
3+ ls it not a ſhameful thing that God 
fhauld ſeek vs amongſt the heats of his 


us; 
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us; is contented with the poſſeſſion of 
our Heart, and yet we cannot be content 


with him? Shall not we forſake all the 
diſorders of a ſenſnal life which hinder 


the effect of Gods Grace? Shall not we 


forſake and leave behind us our Pitcher, 
bidding farewel to all thoſe occaſions 
which lead us to fin, to avoid that Fire 


whereof we have reaſon to fear the 
Smoke ? | | 


Aſpirations. 

C Unexhauſtible Fountain of all 
Beauties) that my Soul hath been 
long alienated from thee / | have fo ma- 
ny times run after the Salt-waters of 
worldly Pleaſures * and Contenments; 
which have not ceaſed to kindle a wicked 
thirſt within — 3 y ſuch a Me wen 

rtion, that I could not quench it. 
be ke (O Sweet Saviour) my Soul (be- 
ing weary and diſtaſted with all the fa- 
ding delights of this tranſitory World) 
doth languiſh inceſſantly after thee, 
Whether the break of Day begin to gild 
the Mountains with his brightneſs, 
whether the Sun be advanced high in his 


- courſe, or whether the Night do caſt a 


dark Vail over all mortal things. I feek and 

deſire thy entertainments , which are the 

only ſweet Ideas of my Soul. I plunge x 
e 


* 
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ſelf within the contemplation- of thy 


Greatneſs; I Adore thy Powers: The 


Thirſt which torments me (by loving 
thee ) is ſo precious, that I would not loſe 
it to drink Nectar; and I can never 


quench it, but in the Streams of thoſe | 


Delights and Pleaſures which proceed from 


the Throne of the Holy Lamb. 


The Goſpel ſor Saturday, the third 
Week in Lent, St. John 8. 


Of the Woman found in Adultery. 

AN Na Feſus went into the Mount Olivet, 
and early in the Morning again he came 

into the Temple; and the People came to him, 
and ſitting he taught then. ED 
And the Seribes and Phariſees bringing a- 
Woman talen in Adultery , they did (et 
her in the midſt , and ſaid to him, Maſtery 
this Woman, was even now talen in Adultery; 
and in the Law of Moſes it's commanded to ſtone 


ſuch. What ſayſt thou therefore? and this 


they ſaid tempting him, that 72 might accuſe 
him. But Je ſus Jeſus bowed hi 
and with his Finger wrote in the Earth. When 


they therefore cominued asking ny lifted | 
that is 


up himſelf, and ſaid to them, 


without fir of you, let him firſt throw the Stoxe 
at her, And again bowing himſelf, he wrote 
in the Earth, And they hearing, went out 

| | O16 


mſelf down , 
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one by one, beginning at the Seniors, ænd Jeſus 


alone remained, and the Woman ſtanding in 
the miaſt, Ard Teſus lifting up himſelf, ſaid 
to her, Woman, where are they that accuſed 
thee? Hath no Man condemned thee ? Who 


Jaid, no Man Lord, And Feſus ſaid, Nei- 


ther wil I condemn thee. Go, and now ſin 
to mae. 


$4 |  Mfovelities. . 
$55 En naturally love better to cen» 


ſure the Life of another, than to 


examine their own: The Ravens accuſe 
Doves, and he ſits often upon a Tribunal 
to condemn Vice, who doth lodg it in his 
Heart. Many reſemble the Cocks which 
crow againſt a Baſilisk, and yet bear the 


Seed ol it in their Intrails. Reaſon would 


always, that we begin to Reform others 
by the cenſare of our own Life. No word 
can carry ſuch Life and Vigor with it 
as that which is followed by Action. Io 
talk all, and do nothing, is to build with 
one hand, and deſtroy with the other. The 
Land of the Living ſhall never be for 


1 thoſe, who have their Tongues longer 


than their Arms. 

2. To what purpoſe is it to ſpeak good 
Words, and yet lead an ill Life? A Man 
can neither hide himſelf. from God nor 


himſelf ». his Conſcience is a, thouſand. 


Wit» 
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Witneſſes, Thoſe who were ready to lift 
up their hands to ſtone the Adulterous 
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Woman, were diverted, and departed 


with Confuſion, ſeeing their ſins writ- 


ten in the Duſt, with certain Figures to 
expreſs them. if we could always behold 
our own Life before our Eyes ( as a Piece 
of Tapeſtry ) we ſhould there ſee ſo ma- 
ny — amongſt Flowers, that we 
ſhould have more horror of our own fins, 


than Will to cenſure thoſe who are like 


our felves, ; 
3. God ſhews Mercy, but will not ſuf- 
ſer his * to be _— ſin muſt 
not print its Steps upon his Clemency. It 
is a falſe Repentance for a Man to Act 


that which himſelf hath condemned; and 


after ſo many relapſes, to take but one fall 


into everlaſting Pain. The ordinary Gloſs 


obſerves, that our Saviour bended down 


when he wrote upon Earth, to ſhew that 


the remembrance of our fins lay heavy up- 


on him: But when he began to pardon, 


he aroſe up, to teach us what joy and com» 


fort he takes in the Kingdom of his Mer- 
cy. 0 enen e 4 5 ul 
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O Sovereign judge, who ſitteſt upon a 
Tribunal Seat, born up with Truth 

and Power; make me rather judge 
1 | | mine 


= 
2 „* 


WW ww Ke e e 


For Leut. 117 


mine own Life, than cenſure the Lives 
of others. Muſt I be full of Eyes, with- 
out, and blind within? Shew me my 
Stains, and give me Water to waſh 
them out. Alas, I am altogether but one 
Stain, and thou art all Purity. My Soul 
is aſhamed to ſee it ſelf ſo dark before 
thy Light, and ſo ſmutted over before 
thine Immortal Whiteneſs. Do not write 
me upon the Ground, as a Child of 
Earth, write me in Heaven, fince I am 
the Portion which thou haft purchaſed 
with thy precious Blood : Blot out my 
ſins, whichare but too deeply graven up- 
on my Hands; and pardon, by thine in- 
| finite Mercy, what thou may*ſt condemn 
dy Juſtice. 


The Goſpel for Sunday, the fourth Week 
in Lent, St. John 6. 


Of the live Fiſhes, and two Barly Loaves. 
A Fter theſe things, Jeſus ment beyond the 
Sea of Galilee, which is of Tiberias; 

and 4 great multitude followed him, becauſe 
they ſaw the figns which he did upon thoſe 
that were ſick. Teſus therefore went up in- 
to the Mountain, and there be ſat with his 
Diſciples. And the Paſch was at hand, 
the Feſtival Days of the Jews. When Feſus 
therefore had lifted up his Eyes, and ſaw that 


A very 
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a very great Multitude coming to him, he 
ſaich to Philip, whence ſhall we buy Bread, 
that thiſe may eat? and this be ſaid, temp- 
ting him, for himſelf knew what. he would 
do, Philip anſwered him, Two hundred 
pexny worth of Bread is not ſufficient for them 
that every Man may take a little piece. One 
of his Diſciples, Andrew the Brother of Si- 
mon Peter, ſaith to him, There is a Boy 
here that hath five Barly Loaves, and two 
Fiſhes : But what are theſe amongſt ſo many ? 
Jeſus therefore ſaith, Male the Men fit 
aown. And there was much graſs in ihe 
place. The Men therefore ſat down in 
number about five thouſand, Jeſus therefore 


tool the Loaves, and when he had given 


thanks, he diſtributed to them that ſat, In 
like manner alſo the Fiſhes, as much as they 
would, And after they were filled, he ſaid to 
his Diſciples, Gather the Fragments. that are 
remaining, leſt they be loſt. They gathered 
therefore, and filled twelve Baskets with 
Fragments of the  frue Barly Loaves which 
remained to them that had eaten, Theſe 
Men therefore, when they had ſeen what 4 
ſigu Jeſus bad done, ſaid, that this 1s the 
Prophet indeed that is come into the World, 


Feſus therefore, when he knew that they would = 


come to take him, and make him a King , be 
led again into the Mountain bimſelf alone. 


Aoralities. 
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Mor alities. 


1. VVT 1 nappy thing it is to 

ſerve God, whoſe Conver- 
ſation is ſo worthy all Love? See how he 
carried himſelf toward this poor Multitude, 
which followed him with ſuch zeal & con- 
ſtancy. It ſeems they were his Children, 
that he carried them all upon his Shoulders, 
that he had their Names, their Country , 
their Qualities, and the Conditions of 
their ſmall Fortunes graven in his Heart. 
He is ſo tender over them, he fo afflicts 
himſelf about them, as a Shepherd over 
his poor Flock. He Inſtructs them, he 


| ſpeaks to them of Heavenly Things, he 


heals their Maladies, he comforts their 
Sadneſs, he lifts his Eyes up to Heaven 
for them; and for them he opens his Di- 
vine Hands (the Treaſures of Heaven) and 
nouriſhes them by a Miracle, as they had 
wholly reſigned themſelves to him with 
ſuch abſolute confidence, O how are 
we cheriſhed by Heaven, ſince God doth 
bind himſelf to help us: And we ſhould 
be unfaithful not to truſt him, who 
makes Nature it ſelf ſofaithful to us. It 
is here much to be obſerved, that God 
doth no Miracles for his own Profit; he 
doth not change Stones into Bread in the 
Delert, to nouriſh himſelf aſter that ns 
="F3 
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Faſt which he did there make, but for 
his faithtul Servants 3 he alters the courſe 
of Nature; and being Auſtere to him» 
ſelf, he becomes Indulgent to us, to teach 
us, that we ſhould diſpoil our ſelves of 
Self-love, which ties us to our own Fleſh, 
and makes us ſo negligent to our Neigh- 
bour. 

2. What precious thing is to be gotten 
by following the World, that we ſhould 
forſake Jeſus in the Deſert, and run after 
vain Hopes at Court , and great Mens 
Houſes, where we pretend to make ſome 
Fortune? How many Injuries muſt a 
Man diſſemble? How many Affronts 
muſt we ſwallow? How many deadly 
Sweats muft he endure to obtain ſome 
reaſonable Condition? How many times 
muſt he Sacrifice his Children, engage 
his own Conſcience, and offer Violences 
to others, to advance the Affairs of Great 
Men ? And after many years Service, if 
any fore-air?d or ruinous Buſineſs com- 
mitted to his Charge ( in the purſuit 
whereof he muſt walk upon Thorns ) 
ſhall chance to miſcary, all the fault 
muſt be laid upon a good Officer; and 
if he prove unlucky, he fhall ever be 
made culpable, and in the turningof a 
hand, all his good Services forgotten and 
loſt: And for a final Recompence, = 
mul 
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is quite contrary in the ſervice of God; 
for he encourages our Virtues,he ſupplies 
our defects, governs our ſpiritual, and 
yet neglects not our temporal occaſions, 
He that cloaths the lowers of the Mea- 
dows more gorgeouſly than Monarchs, 
who lodges ſo many little Fiſhes in gol- 
den and azure ſhells, he who doth but 
open his hand and repleniſhes all Nature 
with Bleſlings, if we be faithful in keep- 
ing his Commandments, will never for- 
ſake us at our need. But yet we find all 
the difficult ies ofthe world to put our truſt 
in him, we vilifie our cares of Eternity; 


and by ſeeking aſter worldly things 


whereby to live, we torment our ſelves, 
and in the end loſe our own Lives. A 
Man that muſt die, needs very few world- 
ly things; a very little Cabbin will ſuf⸗ 
fice Nature, but whole Kingdoms will 
not ſatisfie Covetouſneſs. 

2. Jeſus flies from Scepters, and runs to 
the Croſs, he would have no worldly 
Kingdoms, becauſe their Thrones are 
made of Ice, and their Crowns of Glaſs. 
He valued the Kingdom of God above all 
things, that he might make us partakers 
of his precious Conqueſt; and infinite rich 
Prize. But now it ſeems that Heaven is 
not a ſufficient Kingdom ſor us; Men run 

1 after 
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after Land, and itch after the ambition of 


fading Greatneſs, and ſometimes all their 
Life paſſeth away in great fins, and as 
great troubles to get a poor Title of three 
Letters upon their Lomb. Alas! do we 
know better than God; in what Honour 
conſiſts, that we muft ſeek after that 
which he did avoid, and not imitate that 
which he followed. 
Let us follow God, and believe that 
where he 1s, there can be no Deſert or 
Solitude for us. They ſhall never taſte 
the delights of Vertue that feed upon 
the joys of Vanity, All Worldly Plea- 
ſures are Comets made fat with Smoak 
and Vapour of the Earth; and inſtead 
of giving light and bright neſs, they bring 
forth Murders and Contagions: But the 
following of God is always ſweet, and 
he which ſuffers thereby, changes his ve- 
ry Tears into nouriſhment, 
Aſpirations. : 
O) My God! Shall I always run after 
that which flies from me, and never 
follow Jeſus, who follows me by incom- 
parable Paths, and loves me even while 
I am ungrateful ? I will no more run 
after the thadows of Worldly Honour; 
I will no more have my own Will, 
which both is, and hath proved ſo un- 
faithful, I will put my felf into the 


happy 
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happy courſe of God's Diſpoſition for all 
which ſhall happen unto me, either 1n 
Time or Eternity, His careful Eye 
watches over me, it is for me that his 
Hands have Treaſures, and the very 
Deſerts poſſeſs Abundance. O Crucified 
love, the moſt pure of all Beauties, 
it is for thee that ſo many generous 
Champions have peopled the Deſerts, 
and paſled the Streams of Bitterneſs and 
Sorrow, bearing their Croſſes after thee, 
and thereupon have felt the ſweetneſs of 
thy Viſits amongſt their cruel Rigors. 
God forbid that I ſhould give the Lye to 
ſo great and ſo generous a Company. I 
go to thee, and will follow thee amongſt 
the Deſerts; I run not after Bread, I run 
after thy Divine Perſon; I will make 
much of thy Wounds, I honour thy 
Torments, I will conform my ſelf to 
thee, that I may find Joy amongſt thy 


Dolors, and Life it ſelf amongſt thine 
infinite Sufferings. 


The Goſpel for Monday, the fourth 


Week in Lent, St. Fobn 2. 


Of the Whipping Buyers and Sellers out 
of the Temple. 


Nd the Paſch of the Jews was at hand, 

and Jeſus went up to Jeruſalem, and 

be found in the Toe them that ſold Oxen, 
EEE 3 2 


and 
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and Sheep, and Doves, and the Bankers 
fitting. And when he had made, as it were, 
a Whip of little Cords, be ca#t them all out 
of the Temple, the Sheep alſo, and the Oxen, 
and the money of the Bankers he poured ont, 
and the Tables be overthrew. And to them 
that ſold Doves, he ſaid, take away theſe 
things bence, and make not the Houſe of my 
Fratber, a Houſe of Merchandice. And bis 
| Diſciples remembred that it is written, the 
Zeal of thy Houſe hath eaten me up. The 
Jews therefore anſwered, and ſaid to him, 
what Sign doſt thou ſhew us, that thou doſt 
theſe things? Feſus anſwered and ſaid to 
them, Di ſſolve this Temple, and in three 
Days I will raiſe it. The Fews therefore 
ſaid, in Forty and fix y:ars was this Temple 
built, and wilt thou raiſ* it in three days? 
|. But he ſpake of the Temple of bis Body. 
. Therefore when he was riſen again from the 
| Dead, bis Diſciples remembred that he bad 
ſaid this, and they belizved the Scripture, 
and the word that Feſus did ſay. And 
| when he was at :Jeruſalem in the Paſch 
| upon the Feſtival day, many believed in his. 
; 3 ſeeing the Signs which he did. But 
Jeſus did not commit himſelf unto them, for 
that he knew all, and becauſe it was not need- 
ful for him that any ſhould give Teſtimony of 
Man, for he knew what was in Man. 
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Moralities. | 
Pia is a ſilver Chain hanged up a- 
T loft, which tics Heaven and Earth, 
Spiritual and Tenporal, God and Man 
together. Devotion is a Vertue deri- 
ved to us from the Father of all Light, 
who gives us thereby means to hold a 
Traffick or Commerce with Angels. All 
which is here below, ſinks by its proper 
weight, and leans downwards towards 
Natural Corruption : Our Spirit, though 
it be unmortal, would follow the weight 
of our Bodies, if it were not endued 
with the knowledge of God, which 
works the ſame effect in it, as the Ada- 


mant doth with Iron; for it pierceth and 


gives it life, together with a ſecret and 


powerful Spirit, from which all great 


Actions take their beginning: You thall 
never do any great Act, if the Honour 
of God, and the Reverence of Sacred 
things ſhall not accompany all your pre- 
tences. For if you ground your Piety 
upon any Temporal Reſpects, you reſem- 
ble that People which believes the higheſt 
Mountains do ſupport the Skies. | 

2, There are no Sins which God doth 
puniſh more rigorouſly, nor ſpeedily, 
than thoſe which are committed againſt 
Devotion and Piety : He doth not here 
take up the Scourge againſt naughty 
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Judges, Uſurers, and unchaſte Perſons, 
becauſe the Church is to find a Remedy 
againſt all faults which happen in the 
Life of Man, But if a Man commit a 
Sin «gainſt God's Altar, the Remedy 
grows deſperate. King Oxias felt a Le- 
proſie riſe upon his Face, at the Inſtant 


when he made the fume riſe from the 


Cenſor which he uſurped from the High 
Prieſts, Ely the Chief Prieſt was buried 
in the Ruins of his own Houſe, for the 
Sacrilege of his Children, without any 
conſideration of thoſe long ſervices which 
he had performed at the -Tabernacle. 
Keep your ſelf from Symonies, from Ir- 


reverence in Churches, and from abuſing 


Sacraments, He can have no excuſe, 
which makes his Judge a Witneſs, 

3. ]J-ſus was violently moved by the 
zeal which he bare to the Houſe of his 
Heavenly Father, But many wicked 
Rich Men limit their Zeal only to their 
own Families. They build great Pa- 
laces upon the Peoples blood, and they 
nothing care though all the World be in 
a ſtorm, ſo long as they (and what be- 
longs to them) be well covered. But 
there is a Revenging God, who doth in- 
fenſibly dry up the Roots of Proud Na- 
tions, and throws Diſgrace and Infamy 
upon the faces of thoſe who neglect the 
glories 
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glories of God's Altars to advance their 
own. He who. builds without God, doth 
demoliſh, and whoſoever thinks to make 
any great increaſe without him,ſhall find 
nothing but ſterility. 
Aſpirations. 

. Moſt pure Spirit of Jeſus, which 

waſt conſummate by zeal toward 
the Houſe of God, wilt thou never burn 
my Heart with thoſe adored Flames, 
wherewith thou inſpireſt chaſte Hearts: 
Why do we take ſo much care of our 
Houſes (which are built upon Quick- 
ſilver, and roul up and down upon the 
inconſiſtencies of Humane Fortune,) 
while we have no love nor zeal towards 
God's Church, which 1s the Palace we 
ſhould chuſe here upon Earth, to be as 
the Image of Heaven above? I will adore 
thy Altars (all my life) with a profound 
Humility. But I will firſt make an Al- 
tar of my own Heart, where J will offer 
Sacrifice; to which I doubt not but thou 
wilt put fire with thine own Hand. 


The Goſpel for Tueſday, the fourth Week 
in Lent, St. Fobn 7. 
The Jews marvel at the Learning of Je- 
ſus, who was never taught. 
ND when the Feſtivity was now half 
done, Feſus went up into the Temple 
64 and 
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and taught. And the Fews marvelled, ſaying, 
how doth this man know Letters, whereas be 
bath not learned? Feſus anſwered them, and 
[ ſaid, my Doctrine is not mine, but his that 
ent me. If any man will do the will of him, 
til he ſhall underſtand of the Doctrine whether it 
l be of God, or I ſpeak of my ſelf; be that 
* ſpeaketh of bimfelf ſeeketh his own glory : 
But be that ſceketh the glory of him that 
| ſent bim, he is true, and injuſtice in him 
there is not, Did not Moſes give you the 
ll Law? and none of you doth the Lam? Why 
ll eek you to kill me? The Multitude anſwered 
and ſaid, thon baſt a Devil, who ſecketh to 
kill thee * Jeſus anſwered and ſaid to them, 
One work I bave done, and you do all mar- 
Is vel, Therefore Moſes gave you Circumci- 
un, not that it is of Moſes, but of the Fa- 
ther, and in the Sabbath ye Circumciſe a 


—_ — 


man. If a man receive Circumciſion in the 
N Sabbath, that the Law of Moſes be wot bro- 
ben, are you angry at me becauſe I have 
| bealed a man wholly on the Sabbath? Fudge 
(| not according to the Face, but judge juſt 
4 Judgment. 
1 Certain therefore of Jeruſalem ſaid, Is 
1 wot this he whom they ſeek to kill: And be- 
4 bold, hs ſpeaks openly, and they ſay nothing 
bl to him? Have the Princes known indeed that 
| this is Chriſt £ But this man we know whence 
be is. But when Chriſt cometh, no man 
knoweth 


\ 
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knoweth whence he.is. Feſus therefore cried 
in the Temple, teaching and ſaying, Both me 
you do know, and whence I am you know, 
and of my ſelf I am not come. But he is true 
that ſent me, whom ye know not. I know 
hin, becauſe I am of him, and he ſent me. 
They ſongbt therefore to apprehend him, and 
uo man laid hands upon him becauſe his hour 
was uot yet come. But of the multitude many 
believed in bin. 
Moralities. 
1. IT appears by this Goſpel, that Je- 
ſus was judged according to appear - 
ances, not according to Truth. It is one 
of the greateſt confuſions which is deeply 
rooted in the Life of Man, that every 
thing is full of painting; and inſtead of 
taking it off with a Spunge,we foment it, 
and make our Illuſions voluntary. The 
Prophet Iſaiah adviſeth us to uſe our judg-. 
ment, as men do Leaven to ſeaſon Bread. 
All the Objects preſented to our Imagi- 
nations, which we eſteem, are fading, 
if we do not add ſome Heavenly Vigour 
to help our Judgment. | 
2. To judge according to appearances 
is a great want both of Judgment and 
Courage, the firſt makes ns prefer Vanity 
before Truth; the ſecond gives that to 
| Silk and Golden Cloaths, which 1s pro- 
| Perly due to Vertue. We adore painted 
| G 5 Coals, 
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Coals, and certain dark fumes covered 
outwardly with Snow; but if we did 
know how many great Miſeries, and 
vehat beaſtly Ordure is hidden under 


Cloth of Gold, Silk, and Scarlet, we 


would complain of our Eyes for being ſo 


far without Reaſon. It is a kind of Apo- 


ſtacy and Rebellion againſt God's Provi- 


dence, to Judge without calling God to 


be a Preſident in our Counſel; or to take 


in hand any Human Inventions without 


the afliffance of his Spirit. 

3. God is pleaſed to lodge Pearls with- 
in Cockles; and beſtows his Treaſures 
of Wiſdom and Vertue, many times 
upon Perſons, who have the moſt un- 
faſhionable outſides, to counter-check 
Human Wiſdom. He makes his Ora- 
tors of thoſe who are ſpeechleſs ; and 
numbers of Frogs and Flies to overthrow 


mighty Armies. He makes Kings out 
of Shepherds, and ſerves himſelf of things 


which- are not, as if they were. The 
moſt pleaſing Sacrifice which he receives 
upon Earth, is from the Humble; and 
when we deſpiſe thoſe, we divert the 
Honours of God. We Offer Sacrifice 


to the World's Opinion, like the Sages 
of Egypt, who did light Candles, and 


burn Incenſe to Crocodiles. The Jews 


Joſt their Faith to follow appearances N 
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| and there is no ſhorter way to Apoſtacy, 

9 to adore the World, and neglect | 
od. 

4. An ill Opinion makes folk many | 
times paſs a raſh judgment: They mount | 
into God's Chair to judge the Hearts of | 
Men: The chaſte Doves are uſed like | | 
Ravens, and Ravens. Iike Swans. Opi- 
nion puts falſe Spectacles upon our Eyes, | 

which make Faults ſeem Vertues, and | 

Vertnes Crimes: Yet nevertheleſs we 
ſhould think that vertuous Perſons will 
not conceive an ill ſuſpicion of their 
Neighbour without a very ſure ground. 
St. John Cli machus ſaith, Fire is no more 
contrary to Water, than raſh Judgment. 
is to the ſtate of Repentance. It is a cer- 
tain ſign, that we do not ſee our own: 
Sins, when we ſeek curiouſly after the 
leaſt defects of our Neighbour. If we 
would but once enter into our ſelves, we 
ſhould be ſo buſie to lament our own- 
lives, that we ſhould not have time to 
cenſure thoſe of others. a 
a Aſpirations. braced 
O Judge moſt redoubtable, who doſt - 
plant thy Throne within the Heart 
of Man; - who judgeſt the greateſt. Mo- 
narchs, without leaving them-power to- 
appeal: Thy Judgments are ſecret- and- 
impenetrable: That which ſhines-to ours 
a — Eyes 
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Eyes like a Diamond, is like a contemp- 
tible Worm in thy Balance. That which 
= we value as a Star, thou judgeſt to be a 
1 Coal. We have juſt ſo much Greatneſs, 
| Vertue, and Happineſs, as we have by 
| entrance into thy Heart. And he whom 

| 

| 
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thou eſteemeſt, needs not the judgment 

of mortal Man. No Innocent is juſti- 

fied, nor guilty Perſon condemned with- 

out thee; and therefore I will from 

henceforth judge only according to thee. 
I will lay down all my Affections, and 

take thine, ſo far as I ſhall be able; and 

I will account nothing great, but what 
ſhall be ſo in thy eſteem. 


The Goſpel for Wedneſday, the Fourth 
Week in Lent, St. Fobn 9. | 
Of the Blind Man cured by Clay an 
Spittle. 
ND Jeſus paſſing by, ſaw a blind man 
A from 2 nds 0 and his Diſciples 
asketh him, Rabbi, who bath ſinned ? this 
man, or his Parents, that be ſhould be born 
Blind? Feſus anſwered, Neither bath this 
man ſimn:d, nor his Parents, but that the 
works of God may be manifeſted in him. I 
muſt work the works of him that ſent me 
f philes it it day, the night cometh when no 
man can work. As long as I am in the 


Forld, I am the light of the World, Ly 5 
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bad ſaid theſe things, be ſpit on the ground, 
and made clay of the ſpittle, and ſpread the 
clay upon bis Eyes, and ſaid to him, Go, waſb 
in the Pool of diloe, which 1s interpreted, 
ſent. He went therefore and waſhed, and be 
came ſeeing. | 

Therefore the Neighbours, aud they which 
had ſeen him before that he was a Beggar, 
ſaid, is not this be that ſate and begged ? 
Others ſaid, that this is be. But others 
No, not ſo, but be is like him. But he ſaid, 
That I am he. They ſaid therefore to him, 
How were thine eyes opened? He anſwered, 
that man that is called Jeſus, made clay, and 
anointed mine eyes, aud ſaid to me, go to the 
Pool of Siloe and waſb, and I went, and waſhed, 
and ſaw. And they ſaid to him, Where is be ? 
He ſaith I know not. They bring bim that had 
been blind to the Phariſees. And it was the Sab- 
bath when Feſus made clay and opened his eyes; 

Again therefore the Phariſes asked him, 
bow be ſaw? But be ſaid to them, be put 
clay upon mine eyes, and I waſhed and T ſee. 
Certarn therefore of the Phariſees ſaid, 
This Man is not of God, that keepeth not 
the Sabbath. But others ſaid, How can a 
Man that is a Sinner do theſe Signs £ 
there was a Schiſm among them. They ſay 
therefore to the blind again, Thou, what 
ſayſ thou of him that opened thine Eyes? 
Aud be ſaid, that be is a Prophet. 755 


* * 


Aud 


— 


134 Entertainments 


Fews therefore did not believe of him, that 
he bad been blind, and ſaw, until they called 
the Parents of him that ſaw, and asked them, 
ſaying, is this your Son, whom you ſay | 
that he was born blind? How then doth be 
now ſee? His Parents anſwered them, and 
ſaid, Ve know that this is our Son, and that 
be was born blind: But how be now ſeeth, we 
know not, or who bath opened his Eyes we 
know not; ask bimſelf, be is of age, let bim- 
ſelf ſpeak of bimſelf. Theſe things bis Parents 
ſaid, becauſe they feared the Fews , For the 
Fews bad now conſpired, that if any Man 
. ſhould confeſs bim to be Chriſt, he ſhould be 
put out of the Synagogue. Therefore did his 
Parents ſay, that be is of age, ask himſelf, 
They therefore again called the man that bad 
been blind, and ſaid to him, Give Glory to 
God, we know that this man is a ſinner. | 
Fe therefore ſaid to them, Whether be be 
a ſimmer, I know not; one thing I know, that 
eas IL was blind, now I ſee. They ſaid 
therefore to him, What did be to thee * How 
did be open thine Eyes? He anſwered them, 
I have now told you, and ye haus beard, why. | 
will you bear it again? Will you alſo become 
- bis Diſciples ? They. reviled bim therefore, 


* 
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and ſaid, be thou bis Diſciple ; but we are 
the Diſciples of Moſes: We know that to 
Moſes God did ſpeak : But this man we | 
know not whence he is, The man anſwered. 
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and ſaid to them, for in this it is marvellous, 


' that you know not whence be is, and he bath 


ed mine eyes. And we know that ſinners 

od doth not hear. But if a man be a ſerver 
of God, and do the Will of bim, him he heareth. 
rom the beginning of the World it hath not 
been beard, that any man hath opened the 
eyes of one born blind, unleſs this man were 
of God, he could not do any thing. They 
anſwered and ſaid to him, thou waſt wholly 


born in ſm, and doft thou teach us? And 


they did caſt him forth. 

Feſus beard that they caſt him forth, and 
when he had found him, be ſaid to him, Doſt 
thou believe in the Son of God? He anſwe- 
red and ſaid, who is the Lord, that I may 
believe in him? And Feſus ſaid to him, both 
thou haſt ſeen him, and he that talketh with 
thee, be it is. But be ſaid, I believe, Lord; 
and falling down, be adored him. 

Moralities. 

1. MEſus the Father of all brightneſs (who 

walked accompanied with his twelve 
Apoſtles, as the Sun doth with the hours 
of the day) gives Eyes to a blind Man, 
and deth it by Clay and Spittle, to teach 
us, that none hath power to do works a- 
bove Nature, but he that was the Au- 
thor of it. On the other ſide, a blind 
Man becomes a King over perſons of the 
cleareſt ſight : And being * * . 

| | icht, 


* 
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light, he renders again the ſame to the 
firſt Fountain from whence it came. He 
makes himſelf an Advocate to plead for 


the chiefeſt truth, and of a poor Beggar 


becomes a Confeſſor; and after he had 
deplored his miſery at the Temple gate; 
teacheth all Mankind the eſtate of its 
own Felicities. We ſhould (in imitation 
of him) love the Light by adoring the 
Fountain of it, and behave our ſelves as 
Witneſſes and Defenders of the Truth. 

2. God is a Light, and by his Light 
draws all unto him; he makes a break 
of day by his Grace in this life, which be- 
comes afterward a perfect day for all 
Eternity. But many loſe themſelves in 
this World, ſome for want of Light, ſome 
by a falſe Light, and ſome by having 
too much Light. | 

3. Thoſe loſe themſelves for want of 
Light, who are not at all inſtructed in 


the Faith and Maxims of the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion; and thoſe inſtead of approaching 


near the Light, love their own Darkneſs. 


They hate the Light of their Salvation, 
as the ſhadow of death, and think that 
if you give them Eyes to ſee their Blind- 
neſs, you take away their Life. If they 


feem Chriſtians, they yet have nothing 


but the name and the appearance, the 
Book of Jeſus is ſhut from them; or if 


— 
— 


they 
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Opinions, and adoring the Chimeraes of 
their Spirits, think themſelves full of 


knowledge, juſt and happy; that the Sun 


riſeth only for them, and that all the reſt 
of the World is in darkneſs; they con- 


|| ceive they have the faireſt Stars, for con- 
ductors; but at the end of their career, 
they find (too late) that this pretended 
Light was but an Ignis fatuus, which led 
them to a precipice of eternal Flames. It 


is the worſt of all follies to be wiſe in our 


own eye-ſight, and the worſt of all. 


temptations, is, for a Man to be a Devil 
to himſelf. _- | 

5, Thoſe ruin themſelves with too 
much Light, who have all God's Law by 
Heart, bnt never have any heart to that 
Law. They know the Scriptures, all 
Learning and Sciences, th&y underſtand 


every thing but themſelves; they can 


find ſpots in the Sun; they can give new 
names to the Stars; they perſwade them- 
ſelves, that God is all that they appre- 
hend + But after all this heap of know- 


» ledge, they are found to be like the Sages 


of Pharaoh, and can produce nothing but 
Rt Blood 
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they make a ſnew to read, they may name 
the letters, but never can produce one 
right good word. 

4. Others deſtroy themſelves by falſe 
Lights, who being wedded to their own, 
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Blood and Frogs: They embroil and 
trouble the World; they ſtain their own 
lives; and at their deaths leave nothing 
to continue but the memory of their ſins. 
It would be more expedient for them 
(rather than have ſuch light) to carry 
Fire, wherewith to be burning 1n the love 
of God, and not to ſwell and burſt with 
that kind of Knowledge. All Learning 
which 1s not joyn'd with a good Life, is 
like a Picture in the Air, which hath 
no Table to make it ſubſiſt. It is not 


ſufficient to be elevated in Spirit (like 


the Prophets) except a Man do enter 
into fome perfe& imitation of their Ver- 
tues. ü 
Aſpirations. 

Of hore mon of all brightneſs, before 

whom Night can have no Veil, who 
ſeeſt the Day ſpring out of thy Boſom, 
to ſpread it ſelf over all nature, wilt thou 
have no pity upon my blindneſs ? Will 
there be no medicine for my Eyes, which 
have ſo often grown dull, and heavy with 
earthly humors? O Lord I want Light, 
being always ſo blind to my own ſins. So 


many years are paſt, wherein I have 


dwelt with my ſelf, and yet know not 
what Iam. Self-love maketh me ſome- 
times apprehend imaginary Vertnes in 
great, and ſee all my crimes in little. Sou 

| | _ often 
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often believe my own Judgment, and a- 
dore my own Opinions as Gods and God- 

- deſſes, and if thou ſend me any light, I 
make ſo ill uſe of it, that I dazle my ſelf 
even in the brightneſs of the Day; ma- 

king little or no profit of that which 
would be ſo much to my advantage, if I 
were ſo happy as to know it. But hence- 
forth Iwill have no Eyes but for thee: I 
will only contemplate thee (O Life of all 
|, beauties) and draw all the powers of my 
Soul into my Eyes, that I may thebetter 
| apprehend the myſtery of thy Bounties. 

O caſt upon me one Beam of thy Grace, 
ſo powerful, that it may never forſake 
me, till I may ſee the Day of thy Glory. 


The Goſpel for Thurſday, the fourth 
Week in Lent, St. Luke 7. i 

Of the Widows Son raiſed from death to 

lite at Naim, by our Saviour. | 

[ A Ad it came to paſs afterwards he went 1 
A into a City that is called Naim, and j 

there went with him his Diſciples, and a very 

| great multitude: And when he came nigh to | 


the Gate of the City, behold a dead man was U 
i carried forth, the only Son of his Mother, and 1 
ſhe was a Widow, and a. great multitude of 
the City with her, whom when our Lord had | 
« | » ſeen, being moved with mercy upon ber, he ſaid | 
to her, Weep not, and be came near, and _ | 
ce 


A. a 
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fill: And be ſaid, Toung man, I ſayto thee, A- 
riſe : And he that was dead ſate up, and began 
to-ſpeak. And be gave him to his Mother, and 
fear took them all; and they magnified God, 
ſaying, That a great Prophet is riſen among 
us And that God hath viſited his people. And 
this ſaying went forth into all Jewry of bim, 
and into all the Country round about. 
Moralities, - 
1. IEſus met at the Gates of Naim, (which 


is interpreted the Town of Beauties)a 


young man carried to burial, to ſnew us 
that neither Beauty nor Youth are freed 
from the Laws of Death. We fear Death, 
and there is almoſt nothing more im- 
mortal; here below every thing dies, but 


Death it ſelf. We ſee him always in the 
Goſpels, we touch him every day by our 


experiences, and yet neither the Goſpels 
make us ſufficiently faithful, nor our 
experiences well adviſed. 

2. If we behold Death by his natural 
Face, he ſeems a little ſtrange to us, be- 
cauſe we have not ſeen him well acted. 
Welay upon him Scithes, Bowes and Arrows, 


we put upon him ugly antick Faces, we 


compaſs him round about with Terrors 
and Illuſions, of all which he never ſo 
much as thought, It is a profound ſleep, 


in which Nature lets it ſelf tail inſenſibly, 


when 
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when ſhe is tired with the diſquiets of this 
life. It is a ceſſation of all thoſe ſervices 
which the Soul renders to the Fleſh” It is 
an execution of God's Will, and a Decree 
common to all the World. To be diſqu+ 
eted and drawn by the Ears, to pay a 
Debt which ſo many millions of Men (of 
all conditions )ha ve paid before us, is to do as 
a Frog that would ſwim againſt a ſharp 
Stream of a forgible Torrent. We have 
been as it were dead to ſo many Apes 
which went before us; we die Piece- 
meal every day; we eſſay Death often in 
our ſleep; diſcreet Men expect him, 
fools deſpiſe him, and the molt diſdain- 
ful Perſons muſt entertain him. Shall 
we not know and endeavour to do that 
one thing well, which being once well 
performed, will give us Life for ever? 
Methinks it is rather a gift of God to die 
ſoon, than to ſtay late amongſt the occa- 
ſions of ſin. | 
3. It is not death, but a wicked life we | 
have cauſe to fear. That only lies hea- 1 
vy, and both troubles us, and keeps us 
from underſtanding and taſting the ſweets 
of death. He that can die to ſo ma- 
ny little dead and dying things (which 
make us die every day by our unwilling- 
-| » neſs to forſake thee) ſhall find that deat | 
is nothing to him. But we would kein | 
in 
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(in death) carry the World with us up- 
on our Shonlders to the Grave; and 
that is a thing we cannot do. Who 
would avoid the Judgment of a juſt God, 
and that 1s a thing which we ſhould not 
ſo much as think. Let us clear our Ac- 
counts before we die; let us take order 
for our Soul by Repentance, and a inode- 


rate care of our Bodies Burial: Let us | 


order our Goods by a good and charita- 
ble Teſtament, with a diſcreet Direction 


for the Poor, for our Children and Kin- 


dred, to be Executed by fit Perſons. 
Let us put our ſelves into the Protecti- 
on of the Divine Providence, with a 
moſt perfe& confidence; and how can 
we then fear Death, being in the Arms 
of Life? | 
Aſpirations. 
O Jeſus Fountain of all Lives, in whoſe 
Boſom all things are living; Jeſus, 
the Fruit of the Dead, who haſt deſtroy- 
ed the Kingdom of Death ; why ſhould 
we feara Path, which thou haſt ſo ter- 
rified with thy Steps, honoured with 
thy Blood, and ſanctified by thy Con- 
queſts? Shall we never die to ſo many 
dying things? All is dead here for us, and 


we have no life, if we do not ſeek it from 


hi 
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thy heart. What ſhould I care for Death 


though he came with all thoſe grim, 
| | hideous 


hideous and antick Faces,which Men put 
upon him? for when I fee him through 
thy Wounds, thy Blood, and thy vene- 
rable Death, I find he hath no Sting at 
all. If I ſhall walk in the Shadow of 
Death,and a thouſand Terrors ſhall con- 
{pire againſt me on every fide to diſturb 
my Quiet, I will fear nothing, being 
placed in the Arms of thy Providence, 
my ſweet Maſter, do but once touch 
the Winding- Sheet of my Body, which 
holds down my Soul ſo often within the 
ſleep of death and ſin. Command me to 
ariſe and ſpeak, and then the Light of 
thy Morning ſhall never ſet, my Diſ- 
courſes ſhall be always of thy Praiſes, 
and my Life ſhall be only a Contempla- 
tion of thy beautiful Countenance. 


The Goſpel for Friday, the fourth Week 
in Lent, St. John II. 


Of the raiſing of Lazarus from Death, 


Fo there was a certain ſick. man, Laza- 
rus of Bethania, of the Town of Mary 
and Martha ber Siſter, (and Mary was 
ſhe that anointed our Lord with Ointment, 
and wiped bis Feet with ber Hair, whoſe 
Brother Lazarus was fick,) his Sifters 
therefore ſent to him, ſaying, Lord, bebold, 
he whom thou loveſt, is fick. And Feſus 
hearing, ſaid unto them, this ſickne[s is oy 
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to death, but for the Glory of God, that the 
Son: may be glorified by it. And Feſus loved 
Martha and her Siſter Mary, and Lazarus, 
As he beard therefore that he was ſick, then 
be tarried in the ſame place two days : Then 
after this be ſaith to bis Diſciples, Let us go 
Into Jewry again. The Diſciples ſay to him, 
Rabbi, now the Fews ſought to ſtone thee, and 
goeſt thou thither again? Feſus anſwered, are 
there not twelve hours of the days If a Man 
walk in the day, be ſtumbleth not, becauſe he 
ſeeth the Light of this World ; but if be 
walk in the Night, be ftumbleth becauſe the 
Light is not in him, Theſe things be ſaid, and 
after this he ſaith to them, Lazarus our friend 
ſleepet h; but I go, that I may raiſe him from 
ep. His Diſciplestherefore ſaid, Lord, if he ſleep 

be ſhall be ſafe. But Feſus ſpake of his death, 
and they thought that he ſpake of the ſleeping 
of fleep. Then therefore Feſus ſaid to them 
plaialy, Lazarus is dead, and I am glad for 
, your ſakes, that you may believe becauſe I was 
not there: but let us go to him. Thomas 
therefore, who was called Didymus ſaid to the 
Diſciples, Let us alſo go to die with him. 
Feſus therefore came, and found him now, 
having been four days in the Grave, And 
Bet hania was nigh to Jeruſalem, about fif- 
teen Furlongs. And many of the Jews were 
come to Martha and Mary to comfort them 
concerning their Brother. Martha * 
hen 
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when ſhe heard that Jeſus was come, went to 
meet him: but Mary ſat at home. Martha 
therefore ſaid to Jeſus, Lord, if thou hadſt 
been here, my Brother had not died. But now 
alſo I know, that what thing ſcever thou ſhalt 
ask of Gud, God will give thee. Jeſus ſaith 
to ber, thy Brot her ſhall riſe again. Martha 
ſaid to him, I kniw that he ſhall riſe again in 


the Reſurrection in the laſt day, Jeſus ſaid 


to ber, I am the Reſurrection and the Life 
he that believeth in me, although he be dead, 
ſhall live. And every one that liveth and 
believeth in me, ſhall not die for ever. Be- 
lieveſt thou this? She ſaid to him, Tea, Lord. 
T have believed that thou art Chriſt the Sm of 
God, that art come into this World. 
- Moralities. 

CY: Sxviour Jeſus makes here a ſtrong 

Aſſault upon Death, to cure our 


 Infirmities, at the coſt of his deareſt 


Friends: He ſuffered Lazarus, whom he 
loved tenderly, to fall into a violent 
Sickneſs, to teach us, that the Bodies of 
God's Favorites are not free from Infirmi- 
ties ; and that, to make Men Saints, they 
muſt not enjoy too much Health. A 
Soul is never more worthy to be a Houſe 
for God, than when ſhe raiſeth up the 
greatneſs of her Courage, the Body be- 
ing calt down with Sickneſs. A Soul 


Which ſuffers is a Sacred thing. All the 


H World 
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World did touch our Saviour before his 
Paſſion; the throng of People preſſed up- ' 
on him, but after his Death he would not 

be touched by St. Mary Magdalen, becauſe 
he was conſecrated by his dolours. 

2. The good Siſters diſpatch a Meſſen- | 
ger, not to a ſtrange God, as they do who 

eek for Health by Remedies, which are 
a thouſand times worſe than the Diſeaſe: 
But they addreſſed themſelves to the li- 
ving God; the God of Lite and Death, | 
to drive away Death. And to recover 
Life, they were content only to ſhew the 
Wound to the faithful Friendſhip of 
the Phyſician, without preſcribing any 
Remedies; for that is better left to his 
Providence, than committed to our 
Paſlion. 

3. He defers his Cure to raiſe from 
Death. The delay ot God's favours, is 
| not always a refuſal, but ſometimes a 
| double liberality; the Vows of good | 
| Men are paid with uſury: It was expe- | 
dient that Lazarus ſhould dis, that he 
might Triumph over Death, in the Tri- 
umph of Jeſus Chriſt. It is here that 
we thould always raiſe high our thoughts, 
by conſidering our plory in the ſtate of | 
l Re ſurrection; he would have us believe 
| 


5 it, not only as it is a Leſſon of Nature 
| imprinted above the Skies, upon the | 
Plants 


Plants or Elements of the World; and 


9 18 


as a Doctrine which many ancient Phi- 
loſophers had by the Light of Nature; 
but alſo as a Belief which is faſt joyned 
to the Faith we have in the Divine Provi- 
dence, which keeps our Bodies in truſt un- 
der its Seal within-the Boſom of the Earth, 
ſo that no preſcription of Time can make 
Laws to reſtrain his Power, having paſſed 
his word and raiſed up Lazarus, who was 
but as one Grain of Seed in reſpect of all 
Poſterity . - 

4. Jeſus wept over Lazarus, thereby to 
weep overus all, Our evils were lamen- 
table, and could never ſufficiently be de- 
plored, without opening a Fountain of 
Tears within Heaven, and within the 
Eyes of the Son of God. This is juſtly the 
River which comes from that place of 
all Pleaſure to water Paradiſe. How | 
could thoſe Heavenly Tears come from 
any other than the place of all Delight, 
ſince they iſſued from a Brain, and from 
Eyes which were united to the Divinity ? 
And how ſhould they not water Paradiſe, 
ſince for ſo many Ages they have flow- 
ed over the Church for producing the 


Fruits of Juſtice > The Balm of Eyypt 


could not grow without Water of that 
Well, which was commonly called the 


Fountain of Jeſus : becauſe the Bleſſed 
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Virgin had there waſhed the Cloaths 

for her dear Son: And we have no Odour 

or Vertue, nor good Converſation (which 

is not directly Barren) except it be endu - 

ed with the merit of our Saviour's Tears, 
Aſpirations. - 


: O0 Eyes of my Saviour, from whence 


the Sun receives his cleareſt Light! 
Fair Eyes, which only deſerve eternal Joys 
and Delights; Why ſhould you this dax 
be moiſtned with Tears? Thou didſt give 
me (O! only love of my Heart) the 
Blood of thy Soul, before thou ſhed ſt that 
of thy Body. There are ſo many things 
to make me weep, and I feel them ſo lit- 
tle, that if thy Tears do not weep for me, 
I ſhall always be miſerable. Water then 
(O my ſweet Maſter) the Barrenneſs of 
my Soul from that Fountain of Bleſſing, 
which I have opened within thine eyes 
and heart: I have opened it by my ſins, 
and let it, I beſeech thee, bleſs me by thy 


: infinite mercies. | 


The Goſpel for Saturday, the fourth 
Week in Lent, St. John 8. 


Upon our Saviour's Words, I am the 
Light of the World. | 


A Gain therefore Feſus ſpake to them, ſay- 
| ins, I am the Light of the World, be 
that followeth me, walketh not in * 

| ut 


q Bn * 
. | | 
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hut ſhall have the Light of oO The Phari- 
\ ſees therefore ſaid to him, thou giveſt Teſti» 
mom of thy ſelf, thy Teſti mom is not true. Fe- 
ſus anſwered and ſaid to them, although I do 
Five Teſtimony of my ſelf,my Teſtimony is true, 
ecauſe I know whence I came, and whither 
T go : But you know not whence I came, or whi- 
ther I go. Tou judge according to the fleſh, I 
do not judge any man, And if I do judge my 
Judgment is true, becauſe I am not alone, but 
J and be that ſent me, the Father, And in 
your Law it is written, that the Teflimony 
of two men is true. I am be that give Te- 
ſtimony of my ſelf : And be that ſent me, the 
Father, giveth Teflimony of me. They ſaid 
therefore to him, Where is thy Father? Feſus. 
anſwered, Neither me do yen know, vor my 
Father: If you did know me, perbaps you 
might know my Father alſo. Theſe words 
| Feſus ſpake in the Treaſury, teaching in the 
Temple, and no man apprehended him, becauſe 
5 bows was not yet come. 


— 


| Moralities. FE] 

1. Here is in the Bleſſed Trinity, a Com- 
1 municating Light, to which no- 
thing is communicated; another Light, 
which is communicative and communi- 
cated; and a third Light, which is com- 
municated, but not communicating. The | 
firſt is the Heavenly Father, who gives, but 
_ takes nothing. The ſecond is that of the 
H 3 Son, 


* 
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Son, who takes from his Father and 
gives to the Holy Ghoſt all that can be 
given, The third is the Holy Ghoſt, 
which receives equally from the Father 
and the Son, and doth produce nothing 
in the Trinity. But Jeſus illuminating 
from all Eternity, this State, (for ever 
to be adored) did 'vouchſafe to deſcend 
into the Country of our darkneſs, to ſcat- 
ter it by his brightneſs. It 1s he that hath 
thrown down the Crocodiles and Bats 
from prophane Altars; who hath bro- 
ken ſo many Idols; who hath over- 
thrown ſo many Terrples of the Adul- 
terers, and murthering Gods, to plant 
the Honours of his Heavenly Father. He 
hath inveſted the World, during fo 
many Ages, with the ſhining of his Face. 
He doth not ceaſe to give Light, nor to 
kindle in our hearts many Inſpirations, 
which are like ſo many Stars to conduct 
us to the Fountain of al our Happißeſs. 
You are very blind if you do not ſee this, 
and much more miſerable if you deſpiſe 
It. k 

2. It is moſt dangerous to do as the 
Jews did, to ſpeak every day to theLight, 


and yet love their own Darkneſs. Screech- - 


Owls find holes and nights to keep them- 
ſelves from day, which they cannot a- 
bide, But he that flies from the Face of 

| God, 


t! 
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God, where can he find darkneſs enough 
to hide hiiuſelf? When he ſhall be with- - 
iu the ga't of ſin, his own Conſcience 
wilt ligk: p a thouſand Torches to fee 
his Puoiſnmngnts, It is the worſt of all 
miſchiet e pay for the contempt of the 
Fountain of Light, by ſuffering Ever- 
laſſiaę Darkneſs. 

3. Let us behold the Converſation of 
Jeſus Chriſt as a Sea-mark, ſtuck all over 
with Lights; his Life gives teſtimony of 
his Sanctity; his Miracles publiſh his 
Power; his Law declares his infinite Wiſ- 
dom; his Sarctity gives us an example to 
Imitate; his Power gives the ſtrength of 
Authority, to make him the more readily 
obeyed ; and from this Wifdom, Faith is 
given to regulate and govern our Belief. 

Aſpirations, 

O * Lord Jeſus, the Spirit of all 
Beauties and the moſt viſible of all 
Lights! what do the eyes of my Soul, if 
they be not always buſted in the Contem- 
plation of thy Brightneſs? When I find 
thou art departed from me, methinks I am 
buried within my ſelf, and that my Soul is 
nothing elſe but a Sepulchen of Terrors, 
Phantoms, and Deaths, but when thou 
returneſt by thy viſits end conſolations, 
i am chearfully revived, and my Heart 
l-aps in thy preſence, as a Child rejoy- 
H 45 ceth 
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ceth at ſight of his dear Nurſe, O Light 
of Lights, which doſt illuminate Man 
coming into this World, I will contem- 
plate thee at the Sun-riſing above all 


Creatures. Iwill follow thee with mine. 


Eyes all the day long,and I will not leave 
thee at Sun-ſetting, for there is nothirg 
can be in value near like thee. It belongs 
only to thee (O Sun of my Scul) to ariſe 
at all hcurs, and to give light at Mid- 
night, as well as at Noon-Gay. 


The Goſpel for Paſſion- Sunday, St. Fobn 
the 8th. 


Upon theſe words, Who can accuſe me 
of ſin? 5 


Hich of yon foall argue me of ſm? 

If I fay the verity, why do you not 

believe me? He that is of God, heareth the 
words of God : Therefore you hear not, be- 
cauſe you are not of God. The Fews there- 
fore anſwered and ſaid to bim, Do not we 
Jay well, that thou art a Samaritan, and 
haſt a Devil? Feſus anſwered, I have no 
Devil: But I do honour my Father, and you 
have diſhmnoured me. But I ſeek not mine 
own Glory. There is that ſeeketh and judg- 
eth. Amen. Amen, T1 ſay to you if any 
man he 2.0 word, he ſhall not ſee death ſor 


. ever. 2E Fews therefore ſaid, HOW We 


have known thou haſt a Devil, Abraham is 
dead, 


0 
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dead, and the Prophets; and thou ſayeſt, if 
any man keep my word, he ſhall not taſte 
death for ever. Why, art thou greater than 
our Father Abraham, who is dead? And 
the Prophets are dead; whom doſſ thou make 
thy ſelf ? Feſus anſwered, If I do glorifie my 
ſelf, my glory is nothing. It is my Fatber 
that glorifieth me, whom you ſay that be is 
your God, and you have not known him, but. 
1 know him. And if T ſhall ſay that I know 
him not, I ſhall be like to you, a Liar: But 
Ido know him, and do keep bis Word. A- 
brabam your Father rejoyced that he might 
ſee my day, and he ſaw, and was glad. The 
Fews therefore ſaid to bim, Thou baſt not yet 
ſeen fifty years, and baſt thou ſeen Abraham? 
Feſus ſaid to them, Amen, Amen, 1 ſaid 
to you, before that Abraham was made, I 
am. They took flones therefore to caſt at him. 
But Jeſus bid himſelf, aud went out of the: 
Temple. 

Moralities. 


HE Saviour of the World being 


reſolved to ſuffer death as the Prieſt 
of his own Sacrifice, and Sacrifice of his. 
Prieſthood, ſhews that it is an effect of 
his Mercy, and not a ſuffering for any 
Fault. He doth advance the Standard of 
the Croſs (which was the puniſkment of 
guilty Perſons) but he brought with him 
Innocency , which is the mark of Saints: 


Hs 


| 


1 


| 
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He honours it with his dolors, and ſacri- 


fices it with his Blood, to glorifie it in the 
eſtimation of all the Juſt. He is without 
ſpot, and capable to take out all ſtains, 
by his infinite Sanctity: and yet he ſut- 
fered as a ſinner, to blot out all our ſins. 
It is in this ſuffering he would have us all 
imitate him. He doth not require us to 
make a Heaven, nor Stars, nor to en- 
large the Sea, or to make the Earth firm ; 
but to make our ſelves Holy as he is Holy 
(according to our capacity.) And this 
we may gain by his favour, which he 
hath by his own Nature, No Man 1s wor- 
thy to ſuffer with Jeſus, who doth not pu- 
rifie himſelf by the ſuffering of Jeſus, It 
we ſuffer in fin, we carry the Croſs of the 
bad Thief. We mult carry the Croſs of 
Jeſus, and confecrate our Tribulations 
by our own Vertues, 

2. It is ſaid, that the venomous Ser- 
pent, called a Bfilisk. (which kills both 
Men and Beaſts by his peſtilent breath) 
kills himſelf when he ſegs aLooking-glaſs, 
by the very reflection of his own poiſon. 
The Jews do here the very ſame: They 
come about this great Mirror of Sanctity, 
which carried all th. Glory of the living 
God; he caſts his 5eams upon them, but 
Envy, the Mother of Murder, (which 


kills it ſelf only by the Rays of golden 


Arrows) 
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Arrows) make them dart out venomous 


words to diſhonour him: Yet his incom- 


parable Vertues kill them, without loſing 
any of his own brightneſs, to teach us, 
that the beauty of Innocency is the beſt 
Buckler againſt all ſlanders. Though it 
ſeem to be tarniſhed tor a time, yet her 
brightneſs will thereby become more live- 
ly. For it is a Star which the blackeſt 


veil of Night cannot darken, 


3. Abraham did rejoyce at this day of 
God, two thouſand years before it was 
manifeſted to the World: All the Pa- 
triarchs did long after it; and did anti- 
cipate their Felicities by the purity of 
their Thoughts, This bleſſed day bath 
been reſerved for us, and yet many of 
us deſpiſe it. We io much love the day 
of Man, that by the force of too much 
love to it, we forget the Love of God. 
We ſhould, and mult contemn thoſe pe- 
riſhing days of worldly Honors and Plea- 
{ures which are covered with Eternal 
Night, that we may partake the Eternity 
of that beautiful day which ſhall never 
have Evening. | 

Aſpirations. 
O God of Purity, in whoſe preſence 
the Angels (raviſhed with Admi— 
ration) do cover their Faces with their 
Wings, and have no ſweeter Fatale, 
| 3333 than 
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than the admiration of thy Beauty : The 
Stars are not pure enough before thy re- 


doubted Majeſty. The Sun beholds thee 


as the true Author of his Light. Thou 
only canſt purifie all Human kind, by a 
Sanctity which ſpreads it ſelf over all 
Ages. Alas, I am confounded to fee m 
ſinful Soul ſo often dyed black with fo 
many ſtains, and beaſtly Ordures, before 
thoſe moſt pure Beams of thy Glory. 
Waſh, O waſh again out all which diſ- 
pleaſeth thee. Regenerate in my Heart a 
ſpirit that ſhall be worthy of thyſelf. How 
{ſhall I follow thee to Mount Calvary, if I 
be purſued with ſo many ill habits,which 
T have often deteſted, before thine Eyes? 
How can I go in company with the firſt 
and greateſt of all Saints, drawing after 
me ſo many ſins. The increaſe of my 
Offences would multiply thy Croſles : I 
will therefore do my beſt to drown all 
my Imperfections within thy Blood. I 
will procure light to my nights (by that 
| bright and beautiful day which Abraham 
faw) from that glorious day which took 
beginning from thy Croſs. I will no 
more care for the day of Man, that I 
or the better apply my ſelf to the day 
ot God. | 


The 
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The Goſpel for Monday, the fifth Week 
in Lent,” St. John 7. 

Teſus laid to the Phariſees, You ſhall ſeek 
and not find me: and be that is thirſty 
let him come to me. 

ND the Princes and Phariſees ſent 
Miniſters to apprebend him, Feſus 

therefore ſaid to them : Tet a little time am I 

with you, and I go to him that ſent me : you 

ſeek me, and ſhall not find me; and where I 

am,you cannot come. The Jews therefore ſaid a- 

mong themſelves, whither will this man go, 

that we ſhall not find him? Will be go unta 
the N of the Gentiles, and teach the 

Gentiles ? What is this ſaying, that he hath 

ſaid ? Tou ſhall ſeek me, and ſhall not find 

me? : and where 1 am, you cannot come. 


And in the laſt, the great day of the Feſti- 
vity, Feſus food, and cried, ſaying, If any 


man thirſt, let him come to me and drink: 


He that believeth in me, as the Scripture 


faith, out of bis belly ſhall fm Rivers of 


living Water. And this be ſaid of the Spi- 
zit that they ſhould receive, which believed 
in him. 
Moralities. 

Tae for your comfort, this excel- 

lent word of our Saviour: he that 
is thirſty, and deſires in this World to 
thirſt after God, let him come unto me, 


and he ſhall quench his Thirſt at the 


chiefeſt 


159 Entertainments 
chiefeſt Fountain. St, Auguſtin ſaith, we |} fea! 
are all here as David was in the Deſert Cor 
of Idumea, Our Life is a perpetual alte- pal 
ration which will never be ſettled while ten 
we live. If we be weary, we deſire Reſt; to: 
and if we reſt over long, our Bed be- tio! 
comes troubleſom, though it ſhould be {ul 
all of Roſes. Then again, we thirſt to pre 
be in action and buſineſs, which alſo in | ty, 
a ſhort time tires us, and puts us into ob 
| another alteration; and that carries us Gc 
again to a deſire to do nothing. All our bu 
| Life goeth like Penelope's Web, what one or 
| Hour effects, the next deſtroys, We do H 
F ſufficiently perceive that we are not well ql 
in this World: It is a large Bed, but tc 
very troubleſom, wherein every Man fc 
ſtirs and tumbles himfel? up and down, ff 
but no Man can liere attain to his perfect n 
Hoppineſs, t] 
2, This ſhews us plainly that we are 0 
made for God, and that we ſhould thirſt 2 
after Divine things, if we defire true £ 
Contentment, There is no default in | 
him, becauſe all that can be deſired is ] 
there, and yet there is no ſuperfluity, be- x] 
canſe there can be „thing beyond him. 


There only we abound without neceſſity, 


we are aſſured without fear, and glort- 
ons without Hange. And it is there only 


where we find all our ſatisfaction 


per- 


fectly 


fealy accompliſhed, For to ſpeak truth, 


tenting Object, to have ſa Heart capable 
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Contentment conſiſteth in four princi- 
pal things; {which are, to have a con- 


to apprehend it, to feel a ſtrong inclina- 
tion to it, and to enter into an abſolute 
full poſleſhon of it. Now God hath 


— —_—_ 


— 9 
— 


provided for all this by his infinite boun- 
ty. He will not have us affect any other 
object of Pleaſure but his own. He is 
God, and therefore can have nothing 
but God for his ſatisfaction, and intends 
graciouſly that we ſhall have the ſame. 
He will have us thirſt after him, and | 
quench our Thirſt within himſelt: and | 
to this, our Soul is ſingularly diſpoſed; 
for as God is a Spirit, ſo is our Soul only i 
ſpiritual, We have ſo ſtrong an inch- { 
nation to love God, that even our Vices { 
then:ſelves (without thinking what they 
do) love ſomewhat of God. For if Pride 
aftect Greatneſs, there can be nothing ſo | 
great as the Monarch of it. If Luxury | 
love Pleaſure, God containeth all pure | 
Delights in his Boſom : and this which! 
ſay may be verified of all fins what ſoever. 1 
It the preſence of a right Object, and the 
enjoying be wanting, we have nothing | 


ſo preſent as God. St. Paul ſaith, we q | 


are all within him, within him we live, 
and within him we have the Fountain 7 
fs | F 
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all our motions; we ſee him through all 
his Creatures until he take off the Veil, 
and fo let us ſee him, and taſte of his 
G 
3. A true and perfect way to make us 
thirſt after God, is to forſake the burn- 
ing Thirſt which we have after bodil 
and worldly Goods: Our Soul and Fleſh 
go in the ſeveral Scales of a Balance, 
the riſing of one, pulls down the other, 
It is a having two Wives, for us to think 
we can place our delights in God, and 
withal enjoy all worldly Contentments, 
A Man mult have a Conſcience free from 
Earthly matters, to receive the infuſion 
of Grace; we muſt paſs by Calvary, be- 
fore we can come to Tabor: and firſt taſte 
Gall with Jeſus before we can taſte that 
Honey-comb which he took after his Re- 
ſurrection. 
Aſpirations, 

O God, true God of my Salvation; 

my Heart, which feeleth it ſelf mo- 


ved with an affectionate Zeal, thinks al- 


ways upon thee, and in thinking, finds 
an earneſt thirſt after thy Beauties, which 
| heats my Veins. My Soul is all conſum- 


ed, and I find that my fleſh it {elf inſen- 
ſibly followeth the violence of my Spirit. 


I am here as within the Deſerts of Africa, 


in a barren World, the drought whereof 
8 makes 


%. 


DS 


makes it a direct habitation for Dragons. 
O my God, I am tormented with this 
flame, and yet I cheriſſi ĩt more than my 
felf, Will there be no good Lazarus 
found to dip the end of his Finger within 
the Fountain of the higheſt Heaven, a 
little to allay the burning of my Thirſt ? 
Do not tell me (O my dear Spouſe) that 
there 1s a great Chaos between thee and 
me; Thou haſt already paſt it in coming 
to me by thy Bounty; and wilt not thou 
lift me up then by thy Mercy? 


The Goſpel for Tueſday, the Fifth Week 
in Lent, St. John 7. 


Jeſus went not into Fewry, becauſe the 
Jews had a purpoſe to take away his life. 


* theſe things Feſus walked into Gali- 
lee: For be would not walk into Jewry, 
becauſe the Fews ſought to kill bim. And 
the Feſtival day of the Fews Scenopegia was 
at hand. And his Brethren ſaid to bim, paſs 
from hence, and go into Jewry, that thy Diſ- 
ciples alſo may ſee thy works which thou daſt. 
For no man doth any thing in ſecret, and ſee- 
eth himſelf to be in publick : If thou doſt theſe 
things manifeſt thy ſelf to the World : For 
neither did his brethren believe in bim. Feſus 
therefore ſaith to them, My time is not yet 


come : but your time is always ready. The 


World cannot hate you, but me it bateth, be- 
| canſe 
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' cauſe I give Teflimony of it, that the works 
thereof are evil. Go you up to this Feftival d , 
J go not up to this Fe/}ival day, becauſe my time 
is not yet accompliſhed. | 

When be bad ſaid theſe things, himſelf tar- 
ried in Galilee: But aſter bis Brethren were 
gone up, then be alſo went up to the - eſval 
day, not operly, but as it were in ſecr't. The 

Fews therefore ſought him in the Feſti al day, 

and ſaid, Whereis he? and there was much 
murmuring in the multitude of him : For 
certain ſaid, that he is good: And others ſaid, 

No, but he ſeduced the multitude ; yet no man 
fpake openly of him for fear of the Jews. 

Moralities. 13 
* hides himſelf in this Goſpel (as 
the Sun within a Cloud) to ſhew 
himſelf at his own time: to teach us, that 
all the ſecrets of our life conſiſt in well 


concealing, and well diſcovering our 


- ſelves. He did conceal the life which he 
took from Nature, when he might have 
been born a perfect man as well as Adam, 
and yet did he hide himſelf in the Hay of 
a baſe Stable. He concealeth his Life 
of Grace, diſſembling under ſilence fo 


many Great and Divine Vertues, as if“ 


he had lockt up the Stars under Lock 
and Key, as holy Fob ſaith, He keeps 


ſecret his Life of Glory; retaining for. 


Thirty three years the light of his Soul, 
| Which 
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which ſhould without intermiſſion, have 
glorified and caſt a Divine brightneſs up- 
on his Body. But when he concealed 
himſelf, the Stars diſcovered him at his 
Birth; the Sun at his Death. All the 
Elements did then confeſs him, ud all 
Creatures gave teſtimony of his Divi- 
nity. 13 

4 We ſhould be well known of God, 5 
if we did not ſo curiouſly irquire into 
the knowledge of the World. Vanity at 
this day opens all her C.te. to maniteſt 1 
divers Men to the World, who ſhould | | 
otherwiſe be buried in cbicurity and dark- 
neſs. It maketh ſome appear by the luxu- 
rious :xceſs of their Apparel, as ſo many 
ſale Creatures (whoſe Heads being high 
and coſtly drefſt up) go to the Market 
of idle Love. Others by the Riches and 
Pomps of the World, others by Honours 
and Dignities, others by the Spirit of 
Induſtry, and others by the Deeds of 
Arms and Policy. Every one ſets out | 
himſelf to be ſeen and eſteemed in the 
World, It ſeemeth that Lite is made for 
nothing but to be ſhewed, and that we | 

> ſhould always live, for that which makes 
us die. We are a kind of walking Spirits, 
which return late to onr Lodgings : But 
yet nevertheleſs giving our ſelves ſo con- 
tinually to the World, methinks we ſhould 
| at 
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at lezſt ſtay with our ſelves every day 
one ſhort hour, It is ſaid that the Pelican 
hides her Eggs, and that they muſt be 
ſtollen from her to make them diſcloſe ; 
But Vanity is an Egg which all the World 
hatcheth under her Wings, and none are 
willing to forſake it, 
3. If it be needful to ſhew your ſelf to 
the World, be then known by your Ver- 
tues, which are Characters of the Divi- 


nity. Let Men know you by your good 


Examples, which are the Seeds of Eterni- 
ty, and of all fair Actions. You mull be 
known by your Alms and Bounty, which 
are the ſteps which God left imprinted in 
this World. If you muſt riſe to Honours 
and Dignities, take them as inſtruments 
of Holineſs: and be not powerful, but to 
be more obliged to do good by fo being. 


Aſpirations. 


9 * who didſt conceal thy ſelf, ho 


comes it about, that I deſire ſo 


much to be ſcen, and make my ſelf 


known to the World? What can I diſ- 
cover if I ſhew that which Lam, but on- 
ly Sin, Vanity, Miſery, and Inconſiſtency, 
which make the four Elements of niy 


life?. To what ſerves this Itch of ſeeing, | 


but only to receive into- our Eyes the 
Seeds of Curioſity > Why do we covet to 
be ſo much ſeen, but to expoſe our ſelves 


8 
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to Vanity, and to carry a Torch in a blaſt 
of Wind? Alas (O merciful Lord) I 
have very long lived for my ſelf, and for 
the Eyes of the World ,when ſhall I begin 
to live for thee? Shall I never ſee thoſe 
happy moments of my life, which will 
receive Light only from the Day of thy 
Face? Let me (O molt beloved of my 
Heart) be blind to all the World, ſo that 
I may have Eyes for thee, If the conditi- 
on of my eſtate muſt needs ſhew me to 
the World, let it be to give it part of thy 
light, without receiving any part of that 
darkneſs which covereth it. Let me be 
in the World to do good, but let me 


dwell in thee, as within the Fountain of 
all Goodneſs. 


The Goſpel for Wedneſday, the fifth 
Week in Lent, St. John 10. 


- 


The Jews ſaid, if thou be the Meſſias tell 


us plainly. 4 

ND the Dedication was in Jeruſalem, 
and it was Winter: and Feſus walk- 
ed in the Temple in Solomon's Porch. The 
Fews therefore compaſſed him round about, 
and ſaid to him, How long doſt thou hold 
our Soul in ſuſpence ? If thou be Chrift, tell 
us openly. Feſus anſwered them, I ſpeak 
to you, and you believe not. The works 
that I do in the Name of my Father, they 


give 


„ — 
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give teſtimony of me. But you Is not be- 
lieve, becauſe you are not of my Sheep. My 
Sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and key follow me, and I give them life 
everlaſting, and they ſhall not periſh for 


--- 


ever, and no man ſhall pluck them out of 


my Hand. My Father, that which he hath 
given me is greater than all; and no man can 
pluck them out of the hand of my Father , I 
and my Father are one. 
The Jews took up ftones to flone him. Je- 
ſus anſwered them, Many good works I have 
Hewed you from my Father, f or nx of thoſe 
works do you fone me? Fews anſwered 
bim, For a good work we ſtoue thee not, but 
for Blaſy hemy ; and becauſe thou being a Man, 
makeſt thy ſelf God. Feſus anſwered them: 

Is it not written in your Law, that T ſaid, you 
are Gods £ If be called them Gods to whom 
the Word of God was made, and the Scripture 
cannot be broken: Whom the Father bath 


ſauctiſed and ſent into the World,ſay yu, That 
_ thoublaſpbemeſt. becauſe, I ſaid, I amthe Son | 
of God ? If I do not the Works of my Father, 


believe me not. Bit if Ido. and if you will 


not believe me, believe the Works. that you 
may know aud believe that the Father is in 
me, and I in the Father. 
Moralities. 
HE Wolves encompaſs the good 
Shepherd, counterfeiting Lambs, 
to 


«| 
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to draw Truth out of his Mouth which 
they would perſecute. They reſembled 

a certain Plant which carrieth the name 

and ſhape of a Lamb, but hath a con- 
trary ſubſtance and different qualities, | 

for it is ravenous as a Wolf, and devours | 

all the Herbs which grow about it. So | 

are there many who do inſinuate them- 
ſelves into the friendſhip of good Men, 

by fair, (but counterfeit) reſpects, to 

the end, that afterward they may be 
made the Obje& of their Cruelty, Thoſe 
Men look after the Meſſias in the Porch 

of Solomon, as Herod ſought after him in 

the Manger, not to adore, but to kill 
him. Their Mouth carries Honey when 
their Heart hatcheth Poiſon : But no- 
thing is unknown to God, from whom 
Hell it ſelf hath not darkneſs enough to | 
hide it ſelf. | 

2. Jeſus knows his Flock, and his Flock 
reciprocally knows hin); and in that con- 

ſiſts all our happineſs, to know God, and 

to be known of him. The chiefeſt of 

all Wiſdom is to know him, and to be 

1 known by him, and to be written in the 
Book of Life, which is the laſt and chief- 
eſt of all Felicities. It is true, that lie 
knows all things by the knowledge of a 
clear intelligence, which ſerves the 
wicked only to diſcover plainly their 
crimes: 
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crimes: whereas he knows the juſt by a 
ſcience of favour and approbation, which 


indeed is eternal Predeſtination. If we be 


unknown to God, we muſt make our 
ſelves known to him by ſome good Ver- 


tue, which doth not depend only upon us. 


The firſt. Beam is of prevenient Grace, 
and our vocation to Chriſtianity, which 
is part of our Predeſtination,and is not at 
all within our power ; we have not been 
elected, becauſe we have believed in 
God, by our own forces; but we be- 
Heve becauſe we have been elected. The 
firſt knowledge comes purely from God, 


but it is in us by his Grace to purſue this 


firſt light, and to advance our Predeſti- 
nation to Glory, by forcing our ſelves to 
know him perfectly, who hath known 
us ſo liberally. +2 | 

3. Jeſus will not be known ſingly by 
his words, but by his works. Our Words 
muſt agree with our good actions, as the 
Needle of a Clock agrees with the 
Springs, When we have heard, or read 
ſome good Doctrine, that Sermon, or 
Reading muſt paſs into odr Manners. It 
is ſurely a ſtrange thing, that many im- 
ploy that leiſure to know much, and yet 
will not ſpend ſome conſiderable time, 
to make themſelves good , Chriſtians. 


We muſt be Philoſophers more by imi- 


tating 
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tating the example of God, thanby any 
curious enquiry of his greatneſs. Our 
Chriſtianity teachethus, that we ſhould 
be more knowing and skilful in the pra- 
ctice of our Life, than of our Tongue; 
and that we are rather made to perform 
great Actions, than to ſpeak them. | 
We muſt have a ſpecial care, that our | 
| 
| 
| 


Hands do not give our Mouth the Lye. 
What can we gain (in the Judgment of 
God) by being like thoſe Trees, which 
have a fair outſide, garniſh'd with 
Leaves, yet good for nothing, but to give 
a ſhadow, and to make a little Noiſe 
when the Wind blows? God requires 
of us Fruit, ſince he is the Father of all 
fertility, and nothing 1s barren in the 
Land ot the living. 
Aſpirations. 
O My God, I know thee, becauſe thou 
| was firſtpleas'd toknow me : Thou 
haft known me by thy goodneſs, and I 
will do my beſt to know thee, that I 
may obtain all happineſs, O that I might 
know that thy Name is written in the 
Bock of Life, and alſo know the Life 
which I may poſſeſs within the Heart of 
Jeſus, in which ſo many lives do live. O 
ow ſhould I then find my Spirit raviſli d 
in thoſe beautiful Idea's of Glory! Fix 
thine Eyes on me * Lord) and 2 
| t 
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ſhalt thereby bring me to the Fountain of 
all Happineſs, The Father hath given me 
to thee, and I am the conqueſt ot thy pre- 
cious Blood: Suffer not a Soul to be taken 
away from thee, which hath coſt thee | 
ſo many Sweats and Sufferings. I am 
thine by fo many Titles, that I will be 
no more mine own,but only to have the 
Right of renouncing that which I am, 
and to eſtabliſh what ſhall be thine in 
this little Kingdom of my Heart. | 


The Goſpel upon Thurday, the fifth . 
Week in Lent, St. Luke 7. 


Upon St. Mary Magdalen's waſhing our 
Saviour's Feet in the Phariſee's Houſe, 
A* 01e of the Phariſers deſir d him ta 
eat with him. And he being extered 
Into the honſe of the Phariſee, he ſate down 
to meat. And behold, a woman that was 
in the City, a finer, as ſhe knew that he 
ſate down in the Phariſees bouſe, be brought 
an Alabaſter box of ointment z and flandirg 
behind, beſide his feet, ſhe began to water 
bis feet with tears, aud wiped them with the 
hairs of ber head, and lifed bis feet, and 
anointed them with ointment. And the Pha- | 
riſce that bad bid bim, ſeeing it, ſpake with- 
in himſelf, ſaying, This man, if he were a 
' Prophet, would have known who and what 
manner of Woman ſhe is which toucheth 1 
9888 | : that 
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that ſhe is a ſomer, And Feſus anſwering» 
aid ts him, Simon, I have ſomewhat to ſay 
unto thee. But be ſaid, Maſter, ſay. A 
certain creditor had two debtors, one did owe 
ve hundred pence, and the other fifty ; they 
bavinꝝ not wherewith to pay, he forgave both; 
whether therefore doth love him more? Si- 
mon anſwering, ſaid, I ſuppoſe that he to 
| whombe forgave more. But he ſaid to him, 
Thon haſt judged rightly. And turning to 
the woman, he ſaid mito Simon, Doft thou 
| ſee this woman? I entered into thy houſe, wa- 
ter to my feet thou didſt not give; but ſhe 
with tears bath watered my feet, and with her 
hairs hath wifed them. Kiſs thou gaveſt me 
not; but (he, ſince I came in, bath not ceaſed 
to kiſs my feet. With oil thou didft not a- 
noint my lead; but ſhe with ointment bath a- 
nointed my feet. For the which, I ſay to thee, 
many ſins are forgiven ber, becauſe ſhe bath 
loved much. But to whom leſs 7s forgiven, 
be loveth leſs. And be ſaid to her, Thy ſms 
are forgiven thee, And they that ſate toge- 
ther at the Table, began to ſay within them- 
\ ſelves, Who is this that alſo forgiveth fins? 
And he ſaid to the woman, Thy faith bath 
\ made thee ſafe, go in peace. 
Moralities. 
| 8 May Magdalen is under the 
F Feet of Teſus Chriſt, as is that 
work of Saphires (mentioned in Eao- 
DE: 1 dus 
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dus) under the Feet of God, It is a 
work wronght by the right hand of the 
Higheſt, the wonder of Women, the 
molt happy of all Lovers; who made 


profit of Sin, which deſtroy all ; who 


ſanctified that Love, which ſo little knew 
the way to any Sanctity. This is the 
Fountain mention'd in the Book of He- 


fer, in the Viſion of Mardocheus; a Foun- 


tain which became a River, and after 
changes it ſelf into the Sun, which gives 
Beams and Showers at one inſtant. She 
is a Fountain at a Phariſee's Table; She 
is a River in her Solitary Grove; She 


4s a Sun both in Paradiſe, and in that 


great Exaltation, wherein the Catholic 
Church now beholds her. Being now in 
Glory, ſhe doth not yet forbear to open 
Fountains of Tears (by imitation of 
Her) within the Souls of repentant Sin- 


ners, of whom inceſſantly ſhe procures 


the Converſion. Happy is that Heart 


| which is pierc'd with the imitation of 


her Vertues, thereby to gain ſome part 

of her Crowns. | 
2, ery ng is admirable in her 
Converſion : A Sinner wounded with 
Love, cures herſelf by Love. She chan- 
ges the fire of Babylon into that of Je- 
.rnſalem, She plucks out of her Wound 
the venomous Dart of Worldly Love, bo 
make 


| 
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make large room for the Arrows of Jeſus, 
which pierce her Heart; and at an in- 


tant make a Harmony of Heavenly Paſ- 


ſions within the bottom of her Soul. She 
holds the Wound dearer than Life, and 


goes ſtraight to her Conqueror, to deſire 


Death, or increaſe of Love, | 

3 She appears moſt ingenious in her 
Affections, to provide no Water where- 
with to waſh her Maſter's Feet, ſince ſhe 
could draw it ſo fitly out of her own 
Eyes. This was the Water which Jeſus 
01d Thirſt after, when he asked ot the 
Samaritan Woman ſome to dripk; But 
the poor Woman was ſo aſtoniſh'd, that 
ſhe for ſook her Pitcher, and forgot that 


which Jeſus asked. Now, the Holy Mag- 


dalen brings her Eyes to the. Phariſees 
Table, as two Veſſels full of Criſtal Wa- 
ter, which was of that pure Stream 
which comes from the Holy Lamb. Hea- 
ven is wont to water the Earth, but 
here the Earth waters Heaven. A Soul 
which was before black, and burnt vp 
with the Fire of Concupiſcence, pro- 
vides a Fountain for the King of High- 
eſt Heaven. She draws Tears from her 
Sins, to make them become the Joys of 
Paradiſe. 

4. She ſandifies all that which was 
eſteemed moſt profane. Her Hairs, 

| L 3. which 
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which were the Nets wherein ſo many 


Captive Souls did ſigh under 


the Yoke 


of wanton Love, are now (as the En- 


ſigns and Standards of wicked Lane) 


trampled under the Feet of 


her 


- 


queror, Thoſe Kiſſes, which carried 
the Poy ſon of a luxurious Paſſion in her 


Heart, do now breathe from h 
but the delicacies of Chaſtity, 


er nothing 


Her plea- 


fing Odours, which were before vowed to 


Senſuality, are now become the ſweeteſt 


Fxhalations from that Amber-Qil, 


which brings an odoriferons Perfume to 
Teſus Chriſt, She brings with her Aro- 


matic Spices, to burn herſelf at the 
Mountain of her Sun, who makes him- 
ſelf her Prieſt, her Advocate, and Bride- 


man. 


5. She had gain'd the great Jubilee, 


and was aſlur'd of it by the Word of the 
Eternal Biſhop; and yet during all the 


reſt of her Life, ſhe practi ſed 


upon her- 


ſelf a ſanQtified Revenge, and her Pe— 


Nance never ends, but with 


her Life, 


to confound our coldneſs, who know fo 
little what it is to bewail a Sin. She is 
as timerous in the aſſurance of her Par- 


don, as we are ſecure at the approach of 


God's Juſtice. No body could be ſo pa- 


tient, and ſo conſtant in her 


ſhe that had a holy Emulati 


Love, but 


on toward 


Heavenly 
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Heavenly Charity. It is her Per ſeve- 
rance which draws to to the Earth a per- 


fect Copy of that Life (without limit) 


which the bleſſed Sculs enjoy in Heaven. 
It is ſhe alone to whom Eternity was. 
then given, becauſe ſhe had power to of- 
fer rep-ntant Frailty to Eternity it ſelf. 
Aſpirations. : 
Upon Saint Mary Magdalen's great Repen- 
tance, | 

Oe my Conqueror, and my So- 

vereign Biſſiop, thou art pleaſed 


to be ſatisfied of thy unworthy Servant, 
but I am not yet content with my ſelf. 


No, no, my Life and Penance ſhall end 


together, ſince I have loſt that which. 
ſhould never have been ſeparated from 
my Body, before the ſeparation of my 


Soul. And ſince I cannot enter Chalt 
into my Grave, I will now go Repen- 
tant into an obſcure and ſavage Cave, 
where the Sun ſhall ſhine no more upon 
a Head ſo ſinful as mine. Mine eyes. 
(O mine Eyes!) who have fiiſt received 
that Fire which hath ſo paſſionately de- 
voured my Soul, I will make you 1m1- 


tate the Pond of Heſebond, and ſooner 
ſhall thoſe two Fountains be dried vp, 
which ſerve the Streams of Jordan, than 


you ſhall want Water to waſh the Steps 
of your Concupiſcences. I will have 
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that Neck (which hath ſuffered it ſelf 
to be embraced by unlawful Arms) held 
under the Yoke of him that hath over- 
come me, and fo happily ſubjected me 
to his Empire. Theſe Arms and Hands, 
which have been the Chains of wanton 


Embracements, ſhall henceforth for ever 


be lifted up to Heaven in Prayer, and 
they ſhall have no other Altars but the 
Feet of my Lord and Maſter, if I dare 
think my ſelf worthy to kiſs them. This 
Mouth,which hath been the Gate of Un- 
chaltity, ſhall now become a Temple of 
God's Praiſes. And this Heart, which 
hath been a burning Furnace of Worldly 
Love, ſhall be a burning Lamp of Holy 
Affections before God; and ſhall have 
no other Oil to maintain it, but that 
Water which ſhall be drawn from mine 
Eyes. O my God, ſince I have ſo be- 
tray'd my Heart, abuſed my Youth, 
ſpent prodigally thy Treaſures, and 
made Crowns to Baal out of thy Silver; 
ſince I have forſaken thee, who art Eter- 
nal, Unchangeable, -and Incoinparable 
- Goodneſs, (without whom all other 
Goods are nothing) to follow a wanton 
Fire, which hath brought me to the 
brim of an everlaſting Precipice; where 
ſhall I find ſufficient Tears to waſh my 


Offences ? Where ſhall I find enough 


Parts 


| | 
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will not let me be the Obj 
Vengeance, let me at leaſt 
Sacrifice at thy Altars. 


The Goſpel for Friday, the 
in Lent. Sr. Fobn 11. 


away our Place and Nation. 


neither do you confider that it 


Jews, but he went — the Co 
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Parts of my Body to be continually of- 
| fered up as a Sacrifice of my Repentance? 
' I would make my Life Immortal, to have 
my Pains fo laſting; and if thy Mercy 

ect of thy 


ſerve for a 


fifth Week 


The Jews ſaid, What fhall we do? for 
this Man doth many Miracles. 
HE chief Prieſts therefore, and the 
Phariſees, gathered a Council, and ſaid, 
What ſhall we do? for this Man doth 


ſigns. If we let him alone ſo, all will believe 
in him, and theRomans will come and take 


But one of 
' themnamed Caiaphas, being the Higb Prieſt- 
of that Tear, ſaid to them, Ion know nothing, 


is expedient 


for us, that one Man die for the People, and 
the whole Nation periſh not. Aud this be 
ſaid not of himſelf, but being the High 
Prieft of that Tear, he propbefied that Feſus 
| ſhould die for the Nation; and not on ? for 
the Nation, but to gather in one the Children 
of God that were diſperſed. From that day- 
therefore they deviſed to kill him. 74 
therefore walked no more 6 
f openly _ fe 
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the Deſert, wnto a City that is called E- 
phrem, and there be abode with bis Diſci- 
les, 
k Maoralities. 
9293 of the greateſt Tragedies acted 
in the Life of Man, which makes 
curious Perſons to queſtion, wiſe Men 
to wonder, good Men to groan, and 
the wicked to rejoyce, is, to ſee an in- 
nocent Man oppreſſed by eplour of Ju- 
ſtice. Now Jeſus, being reſolved to eſ- 
pouſe our Miſeries, as far as they can 
reach, was pleaſed to paſs through thoſe 
Rigors and Formalities of the Wicked, 
coloured with a pretext of Equity. He 
18 not here condemned by a mean People, 
without Conſideration, without Power, 
without formality of Proceſs , but by 
theſe chief Prieſts, and principal Men 
of that Nation aſſembled in Council; 
they inform'd themſelves, they reaſon, 


and conclude his Death. The Lions of 


Solomon's Throne, did anciently bear 
certain Writs of the Law, to ſignifie, 
that it was to be handled by couragious 
an clear-ſeeing Judges. But here Foxes 
got into their hands, and did manage it 
by crafty Deceits and Wickedneſs. Alas, 
we are far from the Laws of God, when 
we cannot abide the leaſt word ſpoken 
againſt our Reputation, We are 2 
. * 


— 


bled to ſuffer for Innocency, as it it 
were a greater Honour to ſuffer for a di- 
re& Offence. Shall we never think that 
the triumph of Vertue conſiſts in Well- 
doing, and (thereby) ſometimes recei- 
ving harm, even from thoſe who are e- 
ſteemed good Men ? 

2, There are ſome Difficulties in Af- 
fairs, where Truth is ſhut up as within 
a Cloud : Wiſe Men can hardly find out. 
where the Point lies; but God doth ſo 
order it, that Falſhooa leaves always. 
certain Marks by which it may be 
known, and the beauty of Truth is ever. 
like that Lake of Africk, which early 
or late diſcovers all that is caſt into it, 

and makes all Impoſtures plainly appear, 
| when we think they are moſt conceal d. 
And this appears by the proceeding of 
Caiaphas, who choſe to condemn Chriſt, 
for thoſe things which were the certain 
Tokens that he was the true Meſſias. 
He concluded his Death by reaſon of, 
his Miracles, and thoſe gave him Autho- 
rity as to the Prince of Life. A trou- 
bled Spirit makes Darts of every thing 
(which it can) to fight againſt Reaſon, 
and kills it ſelf, not ſuſpecting its own 
Poyſon. 

3. The Devil publiſhes Jeſus for the 
true Meſſi is, and fo doth likewiſe Caia- 
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phas propheſie the ſame. It is not always 
a certain Mark of Goodneſs, to ſpeak 
that which is good, but it is an aſſu- 
rance of Vertue, to avoid that which 1s 
ill. There are many from whom good 
Works do eſcape, while they both think 
and do ill. Truth makes uſe of their 
Tongues, when Devils command their 
Hearts, It is this which makes us ſee 
our Saviour's Empire, and the extent of 
his-Conqueſts, which is not limited by 
Time, he being already entered into poſ- 
ſeſſion of Eternity; and it is not bound- 
ed by Place, becauſe it contains all Im- 
menſity. Night hath no power to co- 
ver it, becauſe it is Light it ſelf: It can- 
not be ſhut up in any deceitful Shadow, 
becauſe it ſcatters and diſcovers all 
Falſhood: It cannot be comprehended 
within our Senſes, becauſe it exceeds their 
Capacity; and it is preſent in all Places, 
being Omnipotent and Eternal in all 
times, 


Aſpirations. 


O Jeſus, Father of all bleſſed Unions, 
who haſt ſuffer'd Death to unite 
all the Children of God together, who 
are ſcattered over all the Countries of 
the World; wilt thou have no pity of 
my Heart, ſo many times torn in 1 
| | an 
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and ſtrayed among a great Multitude of 
Objects which eſtrange and draw me 
from the firſt of all Unities? My Soul 
melts through all the Gates of my Sen- 
ſes, by running after ſo many Creatures 
which do kindle Covetouſneſs, but never 
ſerve to refreſh or cool the Heat of it. 
Draw me (O Lord ) from the great 


throng of ſo many exterior things, that 


I may retire into my own Heart, and. 
from thence ariſe to thine, where I may 
find the Peace which thou haſt cemented 
falt with thy moſt precious Blood. 
When ſhall I ſee the firſt Beams of that 
Liherty, which thou granteſt to thy 


Children? When ſhall my Thoughts re- 


turn from wandering in thoſe barren Re- 
gions, where thou art not acknowledged? 
When Ahall I be re-united, ard ſo pu- 
rified by thy Favours, that they may 
celebrate continual Days of Feaſt in my 
Soul? I am already herein Deſire, and 
ſhall be there in Preſence, when by help 
of thine infinite Grace and Mercy, I 
can be wholly thine. 


The 
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The Goſpel for Saturday, the Fifth 


Week in Lent. St. Fobn 12. | 


The chief Prieſts thought to kill Laza- 
rus, becauſe the Miracle upon him, 
made many follow Jeſus. 


B UT the chief Prieſts deviſed to kill La- 


D zarus alſo, becauſc many, for him, of 
the Jews, went away, and believed in Feſus. 
And on the morrow a great multitude that 
was come to a Feſlival-day, when they had 
beard that F-ſus cometh to Jeruſalem, they 
took the boughs of Palms, ard went forth to 
meet him, and cried, Hoſanna, bleſſed is 
he that cometh in the name of our Lord, the 
Kivg of Iſrael. And Feſns found a young 
Aſs, and fate upon it, as it is written: Fear 
not, Daughter of Sion, behold thy King co- 
meth ſitting upon an Aſs s Colt, Theſe things 
bis Diſciples did not know at the firſt ; but 


when Jeſus was glorified, then they remem- 


bred that theſe things had been written of 


him, and theſe things they did to him. She 
multitude therefore gave Teſtimony, which 
was with him when he called Lazarus out 
of the Grave, and raiſed him from the dead. 
For therefore all the multitude came to meet 


him, becauſe they heard be bad done this 


isn. The Phariſees therefore ſaid among 
themſelves, Do you ſee that we prevail no- 
thing? Bchold, the whole World is gone after 
him. And 


| 
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And there were certain Gentiles of them, 
that came up to adore in the Feſtival-day. 
Theſe eres came to Philip, who was 
of Bethſaida of Galilee, and defired him, 


ſaying, Sir, we are deſirous to ſee Feſus. - 


Philip cometh and telleth Andrew. Again, 
Andrew and Philip told Feſus ; but Feſus 
anſwered them, ſaying, The hour is come 
that the Son of Man ſhall be glorified. Amen, 
Amen, T ſay to you, Unleſs the grain of wheat 


falling into the ground, die, it ſelf remaineth 
alone; but if it die, it bringeth much Fruit. 


He that loveth bis Life, ſhall loſeit ; and he 
that baſeth bis Life in this World, doth keep 
it to Life Everlaſting. If any Man miniſter 
to me, let bim follow me; and where I am, 
there alſo ſhall my Miniſter be. If any Man 
miniſter to me, my Father will honour him, 
Maralities. 
I. A Dmire here the Extaſies of our 
ſweet Saviour: He is raviſned by 
the Object of his Death, and is tranſport- 
ed by the Idea of his Sufferings. The 
Trumpet of Heaven ſounded in the 
Voice which Was heard by this great 
Multitude. He encourages himſelf to 
his Combat; he looks confidently upon 
the Croſs, as the Fountain of his Glories, 
and planted his Elevation upon the low- 
eſt Abaſements. Shall not we love this 
Croſs, which Jeſus hath cheriſhed as his 
| Spoule ? 


* 
* 
* 
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Spouſe? He gave up his Soul in the Arms 
of it, to conquer our Souls. We ſhall ne- 
ver be worthy of him, *till we bear the 
Enſigns of his War, and the Ornaments 


of his Peace, Every thing is Paradiſe to 


him that knows how to love the Croſs ; 
and every thing is Hell to thoſe who fly 
from it; and no body flies it, but ſhall 
find it. It is the Gate obour Mortality, 


whither we mult all come, though we 


turn our backs to 1t. 

2, What a great Secret it 1s, to hate 
our Soul, that we may love it; to hate 
it for a time, that we may love it for 


all Eternity; to puniſh it in this Life, 


to give it thereby a 38 Reſt in 
that to come; to deſpiſe it, that we may 
honour it; to handle it roughly, that it 
may be perfectly eſtabliſh'd in all De- 
lights? And yet this is the way which 
all juſt Men have paſſed, to arrive at the 
chiefeſt point of their Reſt. They have 
reſembled the Flowers-de-Luce, which 
| Weep for a time, and out of their own 
Tears, produce Seeds which renew their 


People of God when they came forth of 
the Chains of Egypt. The Cloud which 
appeared to the Prophet Ezekiel, carried 
with it Winds and Storms, but it was 

— environed 
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Beauties. The ſalt Sea for them be- 
| comes a flouriſhing Field, as it did to the 
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environ d with a golden Circle, to teach 
us, that the Storms of Affliction which 
happen to God's Children, are incom- 
paſs d with Brightneſs and ſmiling Feli- 
city. They muſt rot as a Grain of Wheat, 
that they may bud out, aud flouriſh in 
the Ear. They muſt abide the Diverſity 
of Times, and endure the Sythe and Flail: 
They muſt be ground in a Mill, and paſs 
by Mater and Fire, before they can be 
made Bread pleaſing to Jeſus Chriſt. Our 
+ Loſſes, are our Advantages z we loſe 
nothing, but to gain by it; we humble 
and abaſe our ſelves,to be exalted ; we de- 
{ſpoil our ſelves, to be better cloath'd; and 
we mortzfy our ſelves, to be reviv d. O 
what a Grain of Wheat is Jeſus Chriſt, 
who hath paſs'd all theſe Tryals, to make 
the Height of all heavenly Glories bud 
out of his infinite Sufferings! 
Aſpirations. 
O God, I have that paſhonate Deſire 
which theſe Strangers had, to ſee 
Jeſus. I do not aſk it of Philip, nor ſhall 
Philip have Cauſe to aſk Andrew. My Je- 
ſus, I aſk it of thy ſelf, thou art beauti- 
|. ful even in the Way of the Croſs; thou 
didſt ſhew thy ſelf Couragious in the 
Abyſs of thy Pains, thou art admurable 
in the Contempt of Death. The heaven- 
ly Trumpet hath already ſounded * 
. thee, 
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thee, and Chearfulneſs gives Wings to | 
carry thee to this great Combat, where {| 
Death and Life fight ſingly together; | 
which makes Life die for a Time, and ; 


Death live for ever, I will forſake my 
very Soul, to follow thee in this Agony, n 


and find my Life in thy Death, as thou 
halt extinguiſh'd Death in thy Life. 


The Goſpel for Palm- Sunday. St. Mat- 
them 21. 


Our Saviour came in Triumph to Feru— 
| 4 


Pg 


 ſalem, a little before his Paſlion. 
A ND when they diem nigh to Jeruſa- 


lem, and were come to Bethpage, 
uo Aigut Olivet, then Jeſus ſent two Bi- 
ſciples, ſaying to them, Go ye into the Town 
that is againſt yu, and immediately you 
ſhall find an Aſs ty'd, and a Colt with her; 
looſe them, and bring them to me. And if 
ery Man hall ſay onght unto you, ſay ye, 
That our Lord hath need of them, and 
forthwith he will let them go. And this was 
done, that it might be fulfill d, which was 
ſpoken by the Prophet, ſaying, Say ye to 
the Daughter of Sion, Bebold, thy King 
cometh to thee, meek, and ſitting upon an | 
| Aſs, and a Colt, the Foal of ber that is ub! 
J to the Toak. And the Diſciples going, did 
{ as Feſus commanded them, and they brought 
| the Aſs, aud the Colt, and laid their Garments 
upon 


npon them, and made him to fit thereon. 
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And 
a very great Multitude ſpread their Gar- 
ments in the No; and cthers did cut Boughs 


from the Trees, and firew d them in the Way 


and the Multitude that went before, and that 


follow d, cry'd, ſaying, Hoſanna to the don 


of David, bl-ſſed is be that cometh in the 
Name of the Lord. 
Moralittes, 
UR Saviour goes to his Death in 
Triumph: He appears to be a King, 
but a King of Hearts, who requires noe 
thing of us but our ſelves, only to 
make us happy, and contented in him. 
He triumphs before the Victory, be- 
cauſe none but he could be ſure of the 
future certainty of his Happineſs. But 
he water'd his Triumphs with Tears, 
to weep for our Joys, which were to 
proceed out of his Sadneſs. It is related 
by an ancient Orator, that when Con- 
fiintine made his Entry into Great Brita- 
ny, (where he was born) the People 
receiv d him with ſo great Applauſe, 
that they kiſs'd the Sails and Oars of the 


Veſſel which brought him, and were 


ready to pave the Streets with their Bo- 
dies, for him to tread on. If they did 
ſo for a mortal Man, what ſhould we 
not do for an eternal God, who comes 
to buy us with his precions Blood, and 

demands 
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demands Entrance into our Hearts, only 
to give us Paradiſe ? 


2. He walks towards his Croſs, amongſt 
the Cries of Favour and Joy, to teach us 


with what Chearfulnefs we ſhould con- 
form our ſelves to abide our own Suffer- 
ing, imitating the Apoſtles, who receiv'd 
their firſt Reproaches as Manna from 
Heaven. He would have us prepar'd, 
and reſolv'd always to ſuffer Death 
patiently ; whether it be a Death which 
raiſeth up our Spirit to forſake Senſua- 
lity, or a natural Death. What ſoever 
it be, we ſhould embrace it as the Day, 
which muſt bring us to our Lodging at- 
ter a troubleſome Pilgrimage. Doth it 
not appear plainly, that thoſe who are 
loath to forſake the World, are like 
Herbs put into an earthen Pot amongſt 
Straw and Drung, and yet would be un- 
willing to come forth of it > The Furni- 
ture of our worldly Lodging grows rot- 
ten, the Roof is ready to fall upon our 


Heads, the Foundation ſhakes under our 
Feet, and we fear that Day, which (if 


we our ſelves will) {hall be the Morning 


of our eternal Happineſs: It is not Death, J 


but only the Opinion of it, which 1s terri - 
ble, and every Man conſiders it accord- 
ing to the Diſpoſition of his own Spirit. 


3. The 


t 
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3. The Palm-branches which we carry 
in our Hands, require from us the renew- 
ing of a Life purity'd and cleans'd in the 
Blood of the holy Lamb. In the Begin- 
ning of Lent, we take upon our Heads 
the Aſhes of Palm-branches, to teach us, 
that we do then enter (as it were) into 


the Sepulchre of Repentance : But now 


we carry green Boughs, to make us know 
that now we come out of the Tomb of 
Aſhes, to enter again into the Strength 
of doing good Works, in imitation of 
the Trees which having been covered 
with Snow, and bury'd in the ſharpneſs 
of Winter, do again begin to bud in the 
Spring-time. 

4. The Garments ſpread under the 
Feet of Jeſus, declare, that all our tem- 
poral Goods ſhould be employ'd toward 
his Glory ; and that we muſt forſake 
our Affections to all Things which periſh, 
that we may be partakers of his King- 
dom. No Man can ſtand firm, that 1s 
delighted with moveable Things. He that 
18 ſubje& to way Affections, binds 
himfelf to a Wheel which turns about con- 
tinually. Jeſus accepted this Triumph, 
only to deſpiſe it; he reſerv'd the Ho- 


nour of it in his own Hands, to drown 
it in the Flood of his Tears, and in the 


rich 


Sea of his precious Blood. If you be 
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rich and wealthy, do not publiſh it vain- 
ly, but let the Poor Feel it. You muſt 
live amongſt all the Greatneſs and Jollity 
of this World, as: a Man whoſe only Bu- 
ſineſs mult be to go to God. 75 


Aſpirations . 


O Sovereign King of Hearts, after 
whom all chaſt Loves do languiſh, 
Jam fill'd with Joy to ſee thee walk a- 
mongſt the Cries of Joy, and the Palms 
and Garments of thy Admirers, which 


ſerv'd for Carpets: I am raviſh'd with 


thy Honours, and the Delights of thy 
Glory, and I applaud thy Triumphs. 


Alas! that all the Earth is not obedient 


to thy Laws, and that the Tongues of all 
People do not make one Voice to acknow- 
ledge thee Sole Monarch of Heaven and 
Earth. Triumph at leaſt in the Hearts of 
thy faithful Servants,(O my magnificent 
Maſter) make me a triumphal Ark com- 


pos'd of Hearts; put Fire to it with 
_ thy adord Hand. Send out one Spark 


of that Heat which thou cameſt to ſpread 
upon the Earth. Let every Thing burn 


for thee,and conſume it ſelf in thy Love. 


I do irrevocably bind my Heart to the 
Magnificence of thy Triumph, and I 
love better to be thy Slave, than to be 
ſaluted King of the whole World, 


The 


= 
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The Goſpel ſor Monday in holy Week. 
St. John 12. | 


St. Mary Magdalen anointed our Saviour's 
Feet with precious Ointment: At 
which, Judas repin'd. 


i * ſus therefore, fix Days before the Paſch, 
came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, 
that had been dead, whom Jeſus rais'd : 
And they made him a Supper there, and 
Martha minifter'd, but Lazarus was one ef 
then that ſate at the Table with him. Mary 
therefore took a Pound of Ointment, of right 
Spikenard, precious, and anointed the Feet 
of Feſus, and wiped his Feet with her Hair, 
and the Houſe was filled with the Odour of 
the Ointment. One therefore of his Diſci- 
ples, Judas Iſcariot, be that was to betray. 
bim, ſaid, Why was not this Ointment ſold 
for three bundred Pence, and given to the 
Poor ? And be ſaid this, uct becauſe he car d 
for the Poor, but becauſe he was a Thief, 
and baving the Purſe, carry'd the Things 
that were put in it. Jeſus therefore ſaid, 
Let ber alone, that ſhe may keep it for the 
Day of my Burial : For the Poor you have al- 
ways with yon, bnt me you ſhall not have 
always. A great Multitude therefore of the 
Jews, knew that be was there: And they 
came not for Feſus only, but that they might | 
ſee Lazarus, whom he rais'd from the dead. 4 
| Moralities. g 
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1. T Axarus being rais'd from his Grave, 


_ converſeth familiarly with Jeſus , 
and to preſerve the Life which he had 
newly greceiv'd, he ties himſelf conti- 
nually to the Fountain of Lives, to 
teach us, that ſince we have begun to 
make a ſtrong Converſion from Sin to 
Grace, we muſt not be out of the Sight 
of God ; we muſt live with him, and of 
him; with him, by applying our Spi- 
rit, our Prayers, our Fervour, our paſſi- 
onate Sighs toward him: And live of 


him, by often receiving the Bleſſed Sa- 
crament. Happy they (ſaith the An- 


gel in the Apocalypſe) who are invited 
to the Wedding- Supper of the Lamb, 
But note, that he who invites us to this 
Feaſt, ſtands upright amidſt the Sun, to 
ſignify, that we ſhould be as pure as the 
Beams of Light, when we come unto 
the moſt holy Sacrament. Lazarus did 


eat Bread with his Lord, but (to ſpeak 
with St, Auguſtin) he did not then eat 


the Bread of our Lord. And yet. this 
great Favour is reſerv'd for you when you 
are admitted to that heavenly Banquet, 


| where God makes himſelf Meat, to give 


you an Antepaſt of his Immortality. 
3 2. God 
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2. God will have us acknowledge his 
Benefits by the Faithfulneſs of our Services. 
St. Peters Mother-in-law, as Toon as ſhe 

was healed of her Fever, preſently ſerved 
her Phyſician. And obſerve, that Martha 
ſerved the Author of Life, who had re- 
deemed her Brother from the power of 
Death. The faithful Mary, who had ſhed 
Tears, gave what ſhe had moſt precious, 
and obſerves no meaſure in the worth, be- 
cauſe Jeſus cannot be valued. Cleopatra's 
Pearl (eſtimated to be worth two hundred 
Crowns) which ſhe made her Friend ſwal- 
low at a Banquet, this holy Woman thought 
too baſe; She melts her Heart in a Sacred 
Limbeck of Love, and diſtils it out by her 
Eyes. And Jeſus makes ſo great account 
of her Waters and Perfumes, that he would. 
ſuffer no body to waſh his Feet when he 
inſtituted the Bleſſed Sacrament, as not be- 
ing willing to deface the Sacred Characters 
of his Sacred Lover. 

3. Judas murmurs and covers his villa- 
nous Paſſion of Avarice under the colour 
of Charity and Mercy toward the. poor. 
And juſt ſo do many cover their Vices with 
a ſpecious ſhew of Vertue. The proud 
Man would be thought Magnanimous; the 
Prodigal would paſs for Liberal; the 
Covetous for a good Husband; the Brain- 
lick raſh Man would be 8 Courage- 

ous 
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ous; the Glutton, a hoſpitable good Fel- 
low; Sloth puts on the Face of Quietneſs; | 
Timerouſneſs of Wiſdom ; Impudence of | 
Boldneſs ; Inſolence of Liberty; and over- | 
confident, or ſawcy prating would be ta- 
ken for Eloquence. Many Men ( for their 
own parti Intereſt ) borrow ſome co- | 
lours of the publick good, and very many |} 
Actions both unjuſt and unreaſonable, take 
upon them a reſemblance of Piety. Saint 
Lencus faith, that many give Water, co- | 
loured with flak'd White-lime or Plaiſter 
inſtead of Milk. And all their Life is but 
a + Farce, where Blacka- | 
: E mores are whited over with 
wherein thera Meal. P OOT Truth ſuffers : 
ces of all tle much amongſt theſe couze- | 
Ars are wbi- nages: But you muſt take no- 
18 with tice, that in the end, wick- 
: ed and diſſembling Judas 
did burſt, and ſhew his damned Soul 
ſtark naked. Yet ſome think fairly, to co- 
ver foul intentions, who muſt needs know ' 
- well, that Hypocriſie hath no Veil to couſin | 
Death. | 
| | Aſpirations. 
JF See no Altars in all the World more 
1 amiable than the Feet of our Saviour: 
I will go by his ſteps to find his Feet; and 
by the excellencies of the beſt of Men, 1 
will go find out the God of Gods, Tu | 
. | et | 
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| Feetare admirable, and Saint John hath Vi 
' well deſcribed them to be made of Metal 
burning in a Furnace ,, they are Feet of 
Metal by their Conſtancy, and Feet of 
Fire, by the enflamed Attections of their 
Maſter. Let Zudas murmur at it what he 
will; but if I had a Sea of ſweet Odors, 
and Odoriterous Pertumes, I would empty 
them all upon an Object ſo worthy of 
Love. Give, (O mine Eyes) give at leaſt 
Tears to this precious Holocauſt, which 
goes to Sacrifice it ſelf for ſatisfaction of 
your libidinous Concupiſcences. Waſh it 
with your Waters, before it waſh you with 
its Blood. O my Soul, ſeck not after Ex- 
; |  crements of the Head to dry it: Thy Hairs 
adre thy Thoughts, which mult only think 
of him, who thought io kindly and paſſi- 
onately of thee on the Day of his Eternity. 


The Goſpel for Maundy Thurſday, St. 
Jobn 13. 


Of our Saviour's waſhing the Feet of his 
Apoſtles. | 

ND before the feſtival day of the 
Paſch, Feſus knowing that his hour | 
was come, that he ſhould paſs out of this 
world to bis Father : whereas be bad loved 

His that were in the world, unto the end he 
loved them. And when Supper was done, 
whereas the Devil now bad put into the 
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Heart of Judas Iſcariot, rhe Son of Simon, 
zo betray him, knowing that the Father 
gave bim all things into bis hands, and that 
he came from God, and goeth to God he 
7iſeth from Supper, and layeth afide his Gar- 
ments, and having taken a Towe!, girded 
bimſelf. After that be put water in a Ba- 
ſon, and began to waſh the feet of his Di- 
ſeiples, and to wipe them with the 58 
wherewith he was girded. He cometh there- 
fore to Simon Peter; and Peter /aith to 
him, Lord, doſt thou waſh'my feet £ Feſirs 
anſwered and ſaid to bim, 75 

thou knoweſt not now, thou ſhalt know here- 
after. Peter ſaith to him, Thou ſhalt not waſh 
my feet for ever. Neſus anſwered him, if I 
waſh thee not, thou ſhalt not have por with 
me. Simon Peter ſazth to him, Lord, not 
only my feet, but alſo hands and head. Feſt 
Saub to him, He that is waſhed, needed not 
but to waſh his feet, but is clean wholly : and 
you are clean, but not all; for be knew who 
be was that would betray bim, therefore he 
Said, you are not clean all. | 


Therefore after be had waſhed their Feet, | 
and taken his Garments, being ſet down a- | 


Lain, be ſaid to them, Know you what I have 


done to you? Jon call me Maſter, and Lord, 
and you ſay well, for I am ſo. If then 1 
'ave waſhed your feer, Lord and Maſter, 
ou alſo ' ought to waſh one another ior 
| | or | 


at which I do 
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For] have given you an example, that a1 
Have done to you, fo you do alſo. JH 
.| | ralities. © i 
1. 1 Eſus loves his Servants for an End, 
| till the full accompliſhment of that 
end. The World loves his Creatures with 
a love which tends to Concupiſcence; but 
that is not the end for which they were 
made or {ſhould be beloved. There is a 
very great difference between them: for 
the love of worldly Men, plays the Tyrant 
in the World; ſnatching and turning all 
things from the true ſcope and intention for 
which they were made by God, diverting 
them to prophane uſes, y turbulent and 
forcible ways. The World pleaſeth it ſelf 
co ſet up Idols every where, to make it ſelf 
adored in them as chief Sovereign. It 
makes uſe of the Sun to light his Crimes, 
of the fatneſs of the Earrh to fatten his 
3 of Apparel for his Luxuiy, of all 
etals to kindle Avarice, and of the pu- 
reſt Beauties to ſerve Senſuality. And if 
buy chance it love any creature, with a 
|  well-wiſhing love, and as it ought to be 
loved, that is not anent. The Wind 
is not more inconſtant, nor a Calm at Sea 
more unfaithful than the worldly Friend- 
ſhip. For ſometimes it begins with Fire, 
and ends in Ice. It is made as between 2 
Pot and a Glaſs, and is broken ſooner than 
| "0 K 3 a Glaſs. 


| 
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a Glaſs. The Ancient A/mans tried their 
Children in the Nine, but true Friend- 
thip is tried in a Sea of Tribulation. It is 
only Jeſus (the preſerver and reſtorer of 
all things) who loves us from Eternity to 
Eternity. We muſt follow the Sacred ſteps 
of his Examples to reduce our ſelves to the 
final point of our happineſs. 

2. The Water at fuſt was a mild Ele- 
ment which ſerved the Majeſty of God, as 
a floating Chariot, ſince (as the Scripture 
faith) his Spirit was carried upon the Wa- 
ters, from whence he drew the Seeds which 
produced all the World. But atter Man 
{inned, like a ſupreme Judge, he made uſe 
of the gentleſt things to be the Inſtruments 
of our Puniſhments. The Water which 
carried the Divine Mercies, was choſen at 
the Deluge, to drown all Mankind. Now 
at this time Jeſus ſanctified it by his Sa- 
cred touch: He took the Baſon, which 
being in his Hands, became greater and 
more full of Majeſty than all the Ocean. 
Our Spots, which Eternity could not waſh 
clean, are taken away at Baptiſm by one 
only drop of Water ſanctified by his Bleſ- 
ſing. He prevents the Bath of his Blood, 


by the Bath of an Element ; which he doth 


expreſly before his inſtitution of the Bleſſed 
Sacrament, to teach us, what purity of 
Lite, of Heart, of Faith, of Intention and 


Affections 
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Affections we muſt bring to the holy Eu- 
chariſt, It is neceſſary to chaſe * all 
aſſi- 
ons) before we receive the God of 1/7 ae/; 
we muſt waſh our ſelves in the Waters of 
Repentance, and change our attire by a 
new Converſation. It is too much for us 
to give Fleſh for Fleſh, the Body of a mi- 
ſerable Man for that of Jeſus Chriſt. The 
conſideration of our Sins ſhould bring up 
the Blood of bluſhing in our Cheeks, ſince 
they were the only cauſe why he ſhed his 
moſt recious Blood upon the Croſs for 
us. Alas, the Heavens are not pure before 
his moſt pure Spirit, which purifies all Na- 
tures: Then how can we go to him, witz 
ſo many voluntary ſtains and deformities ? 
It is not to caſt Flowers upon a Dunghil, 
and to drive Swine to a clear Fountai 
when we will go to Jeſus (the Author of 
Innocency) carrying with us the Steps and 


ſpots of our hainous Sins. 


3. Jeſus would not only take upon him- 
ſelf the Form of Man, but that alſo of a 
baſe Servant, as St. Paul faith. It was the 
Office of Slaves to carry Water to waſh 
Bod ies; which made David ſay, that Mo- 
ab ſhould be the Baſon of his hope, ex- 
preſſing thereby, that he would humble the 
Moabites ſo low, that they ſhould ſerve on- 
unclean Houſes. 
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'Tity. Let proud Micho/ laugh (while ſhe 
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Alas, who would have faid, that the Meſ- 

ſias was come amongſt us to execute the 
Office of a Moabite > What Force hath 
conquered him, what Arms have brought 
him under, but only love? How can we 


then become proud, and burn Incenſe to - 


that Idol called Point of Honour, when we 
fee how our God humbled himſelf in this 
Action? Obſerve with what preparation 
the Evangeliſt ſaid that his Heavenly Fa- 


ther had put all into his Hands; that he 
came from God, and went to God; and 


yet inſtead of taking the Worlds Sceptre, 
he takes a Baſon and humbles himſelf to 


the moſt ſervile Offices. And if the wa- 


ters of this Baſon cannot burſt in us the 

foul Impoſthume of Vanity, we muſt ex- 

ct no other Remedy, but the Eternal 

lames of Hell- fire. | 
Aſpirations. 


O King of Lovers, and Maſter of all ho- 


ly Loves! Thou loveſt for an end, 
and till the accompliſhment of that end. 


It appertains only to thee to teach the Art 


of loving well, ſince thou haſt praCtiſed it 


i admirably. Thou art none of thoſe | 


delicate Friends, who only make Love 
to Beauties, to Gold, to Silk; thou loveſt 
our very Poverty, and our Miſeries; be- 
cauſe they ſerve for Objects of thy Cha- 


liſt) 
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| ter-hearer ; I honour him as much in that 
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liſt) to ſee my dear David made as a Wa- | 


poſture, as I would fitting upon the 


9 Throne of all the World. I look upon 


him holding this Baſon, as upon him that 


holds the vaſt Seas in his Hands. O my 


merciful Jeſus, I beſeech thee waſh, waſh 


again, and make clean my moſt ſinful 
Soul. Be it as black as Hell, being in 
thy hands, it may become more white than 


that Dove (with filver Wings) of which 
the Prophet ſpeaks. I go, I run to the 


Fountains ; I burn with Love amongſt thy 


purify ing Waters, I defire affectionately to 


umble my ſelf, but I know not where to 
find ſo low a place as thine, when thou 


waſt humbled before Zudas, to waſh his 


Traitors Feet. 
Upon the Garden of Mount Olivet. 
Moralities. 


I. IEſus enters into a Garden, to expiate 


' pains z and never lookt upon our moſt - 


the fin committed in a Garden by the 


firſt Man. The firſt Adam ſtole the Fruit, 
and the ſecond is ordained to make ſatis- 
faction. It is a ſtrange thing, that he choſe 
the places of our delights, for ſufferiug his 


| dainty ſweets, but to draw out of them 


moſt bitter ſorrows. Gardens are made 


for recreations, but our Saviour hnds there 


only deſolation. The Olives, which are 
| 5 K 5 tokens | 
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tokens of Peace, denounce War unto him. 


The Plants there do groan, the Flowers 


are but Flowers of Death, and thoſe Foun- 
tains are but Fountains of Sweat and Blood. 


Ei He that ſhall ſtudy well this Garden, muſt 


needs be afhamed of all his pleaſant Gar- 
dens; and will forſake thoſe rehned Curi- 
ofities of Tulips, to make his Heart be- 
come another manner of Garden, where 
172 ſhould be planted as the only Tree of 

ite, which brings forth the moſt perfect 
Fruits of Juſtice. 

2. It was there that the greateſt Cham- 
pion of the World undertook 10 great 
Combats, which began with Sweat and 
Blood, but ended with the loſs of his Life. 
There were three marvellous Agonies; of 
God and Death ; of Joy and Sorrow ; of 
the Soul and Fleſh of Jeſus. God and 


Death were two incompatible things; 


fince God is the firſt, and the moſt univer- 
Lal of all Lives, who baniſheth from him 
all the operations of Death, and yet his 


Love finds means to unite them together 


for our Redemption. | 
The Joy of Beatitude was a Fruition of 
all Celeſtial Delights, whereunto nothing 
which diſpleaſeth could have acceſs ; and 
et Jeſus ſuffered ſorrow, to give him a 
Mortal Blow even in the Sanctuary of his 
Divinity. He afflicted himſelf for us, 5 
| caule 
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cauſe we knew not what it was to afflict 
; our ſelves for him; and he deſcended by 
. our ſteps to the very anguiſhes of Death, 
to make us riſe by his Death to the great- 
eſt Joys of Life. — 4 
To be ſhort, there was a great Duel be- 
tween the Affectionate Love, and the Vir- 
' ginal Fleſh of Jeſus. His Soul did natu- {| 
' rally love a Body which was ſo Obedi- 
ent; and his Body followed wholly the 
| inclinations of his Soul. There was ſo 
| pg an Agreement between theſe two. 
| arties, that their tion mult needs 
be moſt dolorous. Yet Jeſus would have 
it ſo, and fign the Decree by ſweating 
Blood. And as if it had been too little 
to weep for our fins with two Eyes, he 
ſuffered as many Eyes as he had Veins, to 
be made in his Body, to ſhed for us Tears 
of his own Blood. 25 
2. Obſerve here how this Soul of Jeſus. 
| amongſt thoſe great anguiſhes, continued 
' always conſtant, like the Needle of a Sea- 
Compaſs in a Storm. He Prays, he Ex» 
horts, he Orders, he Reptoves, and he 
Encourapes ; he is like the Heavens, which 
( amongſt fo many Motions and Agitati- 
ons) loſe no part of their meaſure or pro- 
portion. Nature and Obedience make great 
Convulſions in his Heart; but he remains 
conſtantly obedient to the Will of his _ 
| venly 
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venly Father he tears himſelf from him- 
ſelf, to make himſelf a voluntary Sacrifice 
tor Death amongſt all his inclinations to 
Life, to teach us that principal Lelion of 
Chriſtianity, which is to delire only what 
God will, and to execute all the Decrees 
o his Divine Providence, as our chietelt 
helps to obtain Perfection. 
| MA fPiranions. 

Beauteous Garden of Olives, which 

irom henceforth ſhalt be the moſt 
delicious Object of my Heart. I will loſs 
my ſelf in thy Walks. I will be loſt with 
God, that I may never be loſt, I Will 
breath only thy Air, fince it is made No- 
ble by the fighs of my dear Maſter. I will 
gather thy Flowers, ſince Jeſus hath mark- 
ed them with his Blood. I will waih my 
Lelf in thoſe Fountains, ſince they are 1an- 
tified by the Sweat of wy jeſus. I will 
have no other Joy but the Sorrow of the: 
Son of God, nor any other Wil! but his. 
O my ſweet Saviour, Maſter, and Teache! 
Fall Human kind, wilt thou be abridged 
of thine own Will (which was ſo reaſonable 
and pure) to give me an Example ot, mor- 
tifying my Paſſions, and ſhall I (before 
thy Face) retain any wicked or diſordi- 
nate Appetites? Is it poſſible J ſhould de- 
ſue to be Lord of my ſelf ( who — | 
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bad a Maſter ) when I ſeethe Author of all 
Goodneſs ſeparate himſelf from himſelf, on- 
ly to make me and all Mankind Partakers of 
ab Apprebenfon of zy 
| the Apprebenſion of Peſus. 
FP: that Gbteu und dolorous Night where- 
in our Savic was apprehended, three 
ſorts of Darke. S were caſt; upon the tr, 
upon Judas, and upon St. Peter: A Dark- 
neſs of Obduration upon the Hearts of the | 
Jews; a Darkneſs of ingrateful Malignity up- 
on Judas; and a Darknels of Infirmity 1 
St. Peter. Was there ever any Blindneſs like 
that oftheJews, who ſought for the ſhining 
Sun with lighted Torches, without knowing 
him by ſo many Beams of Power which ſhin- 
ed from him? They are ſtrucken down with 
the Voice of the Son of God, as with Light- 
ning ; and they riſe again upon the Earth to 
arm themſelves againſt Heaven. They bind 
his Hands to take away the Uſe of his For- 
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his Bounties. To ſhew that he is totallßß 
good, he is good and charitable even a- 
mongſt his mercileſs Executioners, and he i! 
loſt all he had (faving his Godhead ) only 

to gain Patience. 

When St. Pezer ſtruck the High-Prieſt's- 
Servant, the Patience of our Lord Jeſus re- 
ceived the Blow, and had no Patience till il 
he was healed, If Goodneſs did ſhew forth +} 
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any one Beam in the Garden, Modeſty ſent 
forth another in the Houſe of Arnas, when 
his Face was ſtrucken by a ſervile Hand, his 
Mouth opened itſelf as a Temple, from 
whence nothing came but Sweetneſs and 
Light. The God of Truth ſpeaketh to Cui- 


aphas, and they ſpit upon his Brightneſs, 


and cover that Face which muſt diſcover 
Heaven for us. The Mirror of Angels is 
tarniſh'd with theSpittle of Internal Mouths, 
and wounded by moſt Sacrilegious Hands, 
without any Diſturbance of his Conſtancy. 
That was invincible by his Virtue, as the 
Wil fulneſs of the Jews ſtood unmoveable b 
their Obduration. There are Souls, whic 
after they have filled the Earth with Crimes, 
expect no Cure of their Diſeaſes, but by the 
Hell of the Reprobate. 

2. The ſecond Darkneſs appeareth by the 
black Paſſion of das, who falls down in- 
to Hell with his Eyes open; and after he 
had fold his Soul, ſold Jeſus, and both all 
he had, and all he was, to buy an infamous 
Haltar to hang himſelf. A Soul become paſ- 
ſionate with wanton Love, with Ambition 
or Avarice, is baniſhed into itſelf, as into a 
direct Hell, and delivered to her own Paſ- 
tion as to the Furies. The Poet's Hydra 
had but ſeven Heads, but the Spirit of Ava- 
rice (St. ohn Climachus faith) hath ten 
Thouſand. The Converſation of Jeſus which 
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was ſo full of infinite Attractions, could ne- 
ver win the Spirit of Fudas, when it was 


once bewitch'd with Coveteouſneſs. The 


tinkling of Silver kept him from rightly 
underſtanding Jeſus. He makes uſe of the 
moſt Holy Things to betray Holineſs itſelf. 
He employs the Kiſs of Peace to begin War. 
He carries Poiſon in his Heart, and Honey in 
his Mouth: He puts on the Spirit of Jeſus 
to betray him. This ſhews us plainly, that 
Covetous and Traiterous Perſons are fartheſt 
from God, and neareſt to the Devils. 

The third Power of Darkneſs appeared 
in the Infirmity of St. Peter, who, after fo 
many Proteſtations of Fidelity, for fear of 
Death, renounced the Author of Life. One 


of the Antients ſaid, the greateſt Frailty of 


Humanity was, that the Wiſeſt Men were not 
infallibly Wiſe at all Times. And all Men 
are aſtoniſhed to ſee, that the greateſt Spirits 
(being left to themſelves) become barren, 


and ſufter Eclipſes which give Examples to 


the Wiſeſt, and Terror to all the World. 
God hath ſuffered the Fall of St. Peter, to 
make us have in Horror all Preſumption of 
our own Forces; and to teach ns that over- 
great Aſſurance is oft-times Mother of an ap- 


proaching Cong bh Beſides, it ſeemeth he 
would by this Example conlecrate the Vir- 


tue of Kepentance in this Fault of him, 
whom he choſe to be Head of his Church, 
F — 
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to make us ſz that there is no Dignity ſo 
high, nor Holineſs {9 eminent, winch doth 
not owe Tribute to the Mercy of God. 
Al purat JOS, 
Upon St. Peter s Tears. 

T is moſt true, (faith St. Peter) that a 

proud Felicity hath always recling Feet. 
Thou which didſt defie the Gates of Hell, 
haſt yielded thylelt ro the Voice of a imple. 
Woman. All thoſ: Conquelts which thou 
didſt promile to thy{e!3, are become the Tro- 
phies of 10 weak a Hand. Return to the 
Combat; and ſince ſhe hath trivmphed o- 
ver thee, do thou at leaſt triumph over thy- 
{elf Alas! Lam afraid even to behold the 
Place of my Fall, and the weak Snares of a 
{imple Woman appear to me as boiſterous 
Chains. Yet what can he fear who is reſo- 
Jute to die? If thov ind Death amongſt 
thoſe Nlaſſacres, thou ſhouldſt rather em- 
brace than decline it: For what can it do, 
but mike thee Companion of Life itſelf? 
Our Soul is yei cg much to be a Sacrifice 
for God; let us ſirſt waſh it with Tears. I 
tell down butore the Fire, and I will rife by 
Water. I ave walked unon the Sea to 
come to Tuius, and Iwill no return to him 
by the Ny of Tears. I will ſpeak now 
only by my Tears, fince I have lately talked 
io wickedly with my Mouth. Since that 
which ſhoud open to ſpeak Oractes for the 
Church, 
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Church, hath been employed to commit 


foul Treaſon ; fince we have nothing left free 


do us but Sighs and Groans, let us make uſe 


of the laſt Liberty which is left us, and when 


all is ſpent, return to the Mercy of Jeſus, 


which all the Sins of the World can never 
evacuate. I will from henceforth be a per- 


petual Example to the Church by my Fall, 
and riſing again from Death, for the Com- 


fort of Sinners; and the Fault of one Night 


ſhall be lamented by me all the Days of my 


Life. 
3 upon the Pretorian or Fudgment 
Tall. 
I, 1 the Paſſion of our Saviour all Things 
are Divine, and it ſeemeth they go as 


high as they could be raiſed by that Sove- 


reign Power, joined with extreme Love. Je- 


ſus the moſt Supreme and Redoubted Judge, 


who will come in his great Majeſty to judge 


the World, Fire and Lightning ſtreaming. 
from his Face, and all things trembling un- 
der his Feet, was pleaſed at this Time to be 
Judged as a Criminal Perſon. Every thing 


is moſt admirable in this Judgment: The 
Accuſers ſpeak nothing of thoſe things which 
they had reſolved in their Counſels, but all 


ſpake againſt their Conſciences. As ſoon as 


they are heard, they are condemned, Juſtice 
forſaketh them, and they are wholly poſſeſt 
with Rage. Pilate, before he gave Judgment 
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for after he had ſo many Times declared him 
innocent, he could not give Judgment with- 
out proteſting himſelf to be unjuſt. The Si- 
lence of Jeſus is more admired by this In- 
fidel than the Eloquence of all the World ; 
and Truth, without fpeaking one Word tri- 
. over Falſhood: A Pagan Lady (the 
Wite of Pilate) is more knowing than all the 
Laws, more religious than the Prieſts, more 
Zealous than the Apoſtles, more Cou- 
rageous than the Men of Arms: When ſhe 
ſleepeth, Jeſus is in her Sleep: When ſhe 
talketh, Jeſus is upom her Tongue: If ſhe 
write, Jeſus is under her Pen: Her Letter 
defended him at the Judgment Hall, when 
all the World condemned him; ſhe calleth 
him Holy, when they uſed him like a Thief; 
fhe maketh her Husband waſh his Hands be- 
fore he touched that Blood. the high Price 
of which ſhe proclaimed. She was a Ro- 
man Lady by Nation, called Claudia Procula, 
and it was very fit ſhe ſhould defend this Je- 
ſus, who was to plant the Seat of his Church 


in Rome. All this while Jeſus doth good a- 


moneſt ſo many Evils: He had cauſed a 


Flace to be bought newly for the Burial of 


Pilgrimsat the Price of his Blood; he re- 
conciles Herod and Plate, by the Loſs of his 
Life. He ſets Barrabbas at Liberty, by the 
Loſs of/hisHonor, He ſpeaks not — to 
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him that had killed St. ohn the Baptiſt, who 
was the Voice. And the other to revenge 
himſelf (without thinking what he did) 
ſhewed him as a King. He appears before 

Pilatè as the King of Dolors, that he might 
become for us the King of Glories. But 
what a Horror is it to confider that in this 
Judgment he was uſed like a Slave, like a. 
Sorcerer, like an accurſed Sacrifice; Slavery 
made him ſubject to be Whipped ; the 
Crown of Thorns was given only to Enchan- 
ters, and that made him appear as a Sorcerer : 
And ſo many Curſes 3 againſt him, 
made him as the diſmiſhve Goat mentioned 
in Leviticus, which was a miſerable Beaſt, 


upon which they caſt all their Execrations, 


before they ſee i todie in the Deſert. He 
that bindeth the Showers in Clouds to make 
them water the Earth, is bound and drawn 
like a criminal Perſon : He that holds the 
vaſt Seas in his Fiſts, and balances Heaven 
with his Fingers, is ſtricken by ſervile Hands. 
He that enamels the Boſom of the Earth 
with a rare and pleaſing Diverſity of Flow- 
ers, is moſt ignominiouſly crowned with a 
Crown of Thorns. O hideous Prodigies ! 
which took away from us the Light of the 
Sun, and covered the Moon with a ſorrow- 
ful Darkneſs. Behold what a Garland of 
Flowers he hath taken upon his Head, to ex- 
plate the Sins of both Sexes. It was . 
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Of Briars and Thorns, which the Earth of 
dur Fleſh had ſowed for us, and which the 
| © Virtueothis Croſs took away. All the Pricks 
| | of Death were thruſt upon this prodigious 
Patience, which planted her Throne upon 
the Head of our Lord. Conſider how the 
! Son of God would be uſed for our Sins, 
| | while we live in Delicacies, and one little 
oftenſive Word goeth to our Hearts; to 
which, tho' he that ſpake it gave the Swift- 
neſs of Wings; yet we keep it ſo ſhut up in 
our Hearts, that it getteth Leaden Heels, 
which make it continue there fixed. 
Aſpirations. 
ſ Las, what do I ſee here? a Crown of 
Thorns grafted upon aMan of Thorns : 
Man of Dolors, who burns between two 
Fires, the one of Love, the other of Tribu- 
lation, both which do enflame and devour 
him equally, and yet never can conſume him. 
O thou the moſt pure of all Beauties. where 
have my Sins placed thee? Thou art no 
more a Man, but a bloody Skin taken from 
the Teeth of Tygers and Leopards. Alas, 
what a Speftacle is this to deſpoil the 
+ Kee ſom t Silkworm. which at this Day 
3 & attires our Churches and Al- 
non bomo, tars? How could they make 
P ſalu 11. thoſe Men (who lookt upon thy 
Cuhaſte Body) ſtrike and disfigure it? O 
| White Alabaſter, how halt thou been ſo 
| changed 
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changed into Scarlet? Every Stroke hath 


made a Wound, and every Wound a Foun- 


tain of Blood. And yet ſo many Fountains of 
thy ſo precious Blood cannot draw from me 
one Tear. But O Sacred Nightingale of the 
Croſs, who hath put thee within theſe 
Thorns, to make ſo great Harmonies onl 
by thy Silence ? O holy Thorns, I do not as 
you where are your Roſes: I know well they 
are the Blood of jeſus; and I am not igno- 
rant that all Roſes would be Thorns, if they 
had any feeling of that which you have. 
eſus carried them upon his Head, but III 
r them at my Heart; and thou (O Jeſus) 
{halt be the Object of my preſent Dolors, 
that thou may K after be the Fouutain of 
my Everlaſting Joys. 
Moralities for Good-Friday upon the Death 
of Feſta Chriſt. © . 


. Calvary is a marvellous Scaffold, 


1 where the chiefeſt Monarch of all 
the World loſeth his Life to reſtore our Sal- 
vation which was loſt; and where he makes 
the Sun to be eclipſed over his Head, and 
Stones to be cloven under his Feet, to teach 
us by inſenfible Creatures, the feeling which 
we ſhould have of his Sufferings. 


This is the School where Jeſus teacheth 
that great Leſſon, which is the Way to do 


well: And we cannot better learn it than by 


his Examples, fince he was pleaſed to make 
Nog himſelf 
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him lt paſſible and mortal, to overcome our 
Paſſions, und to he the Author of our Im- 
mortality, 

Tt:: (1 1Walitics of a good Death may be 
reduced to three Points; of which rhe firit 


is to have a fight Contormity to the Will or 


God, tor the Manner, the Hour and Circum- 
ftances ot our De -ath. 

The ſecond is to forſake as well the At- 

ections, as the Preſcucs of all 0 "reatures of 
this bale World. 

The third is to unite ourſclves to God by 
the Practice of great Virtues, which will 
ſerve as Ste o_ to Glory. 

Now thei three Confitic ns are to be 
izen in the Death of the Prince of Glory 
upon Mount Cz/very , which we will take 
as the pureſt Idea s, whereby 10 regulate 
1 1 out of this World. 

Onſider in the ſirit Place, that every 
Man! ing nath a Natural Inclinati- 

on to Lite, becauſꝭ it hath ſome kind of Di 
Viauty in it. We love it when is tinileth up- 
on us, 48 it it were a Paradiſe; and if it be 
troubleſome, yet we ſtrive to rtain it, cho 
it be accompanied with very great Miſeries. 
And if we muſt need forfake this milerablc 
Body. we then deſire to leave it by om gen- 
tle and caſie Death. This makerh us plainly 
lee it - Gzenerolity 01 = 85 our, who being 
Malter of Lite and Death, and having it in 
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his Power to chuſe that Manner of Death 
which would be leaſt hideous (being of itſelf 
full enough of Horror) yet nevertheleſs, to 
conform himſelf to the Will of his Heaven- 
ly Father, and to confound our Delicacies 
he would needs leave his Life by the moſt 
dolorous and ignominious, which was to be 
found amongſt all the Deaths of the, whole 
World. The Croſs amongſt the Gentiles was 
a Puniſhment for Slaves, and the molt de- 
ſperate Perſons of the whole World. The 
roſs amongſt the Hebrews was accurſed: 
It was the ordinary Curſe which the moſt - 
uncapable and molt malicious Mouths did 
ronounce againſt their greateſt Enemies. 
The Death ofa Crucified Man was the molt 
continual, languiſhing and tearing of a 
Soul from the Body, with moſt exceſſive Vi- 
olence and Agony. And yet the eternal Wil- 
dom choſe this kind of Puniſhment, and 
drank all the Sorrows of a Cup ſo bitter. 
He ſhould have died upon ſome Trophy, and 
breath'd out his laſt amongſt Flowers, and 
left his Soul in a Monument: And if he muſt 
needs have felt Death, to have had the leaſt 
ſenſe of it that might be;but he would try the 
Rigour of all greateſt Sufferings; he would 
fall to the ”__ Bottom of Dithonour : And 
(having ever ſpared from himſelf all thePlea- 


ſures of thisLite)to make hisDeath complete, 
he would ſpare none of thoſe infinite . | 


—c—_c 
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T yhe devout Son of Caſſa asked our Saviour 
5 going toward Mount Ca/vary, ſaying, O 
ord, whither go you with. the extreme 
Weight of this dry and barren Piece of 
Wood? Whither do you carry it, and why > 
Where do you mean to ſet it > Upon Mount 
Catoary ? That Place is moſt wild and ſtony : 
how will you plant it? Who ſhall water it ? 
us auſwers, I bear upon my Shoulders a 
iece of Wood, . which much conquer him, 

+ who muſt make a far greater Conqueſt by 
the ſame Piece of Wood: I carry it to 
Mount (alvary, to plant it by my Death, and 
water it by my Blood. This Wood which 


1 I bear, muſt bear me, to bear the Salvation of 


all the World, and to draw all after me. And 
then (O faithſul Soul) wilt thou not ſuffer 
ſome Confuſion at thy own Delicacies? To 
be ſo fearful of Death by an ordinary Diſeaſe 
in a Down Bed, amoneſt ſuch neceſſary Ser- 
vices, ſuch favourable Helps, Conſolations 
and Kindneſſes of Friends, ſo ſenſible of thy 
Condition? We bemoan and complain our- 
ſelves of Heat, Cold, Diſtaſte, of Diſquiet, 
of Grief; let us allow ſome of this to Na- 
ture, yet muſt it be confeſt that we lament 
ourſelves very much, becauſe we have never 
known hot we ſhould lament a Jeſus Chriſt 
Crucified. Let us die as it ſhall pleaſe the 
Divine Providence: If Death come when we 
are old it is a Heayen; If in Youth, = F4 
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direc Benefit antedated : If by Sicknels, it is 
the Nature of our Bodies: If by eternal Vio- 
lence, it is yet always the Decree of Heaven, 
It is no Matter how many Deaths there are, 
we are ſure there can be but one for us. 

2. Conſider farther, the ſecond Conditi- 
on ofa good Death, which conſiſts in the 
forſaking of all Creatures, and you ſhall find 
1t moſt punQually obſerved by our Saviour at 
the Time of his Death. Ferrara, a great Di- 
vine, who had written a Book of the hidden 
Word, toucheth twelve things abandoned by 


_ our Saviour. 


1. His Apparel, leaving himjs, The Authority of Virtues. 
{elt naked. J. The Power of Angels. 
2+ The Marks of his Digni- . perfect Joys of his 


ty. ou 
3. The College of his Apo- p. ao proper Clarity of his 


les, Body. 
4. The Sweetneſs of all Io. TheHonours due to him, 
Comforts. 11+ His own Skin, 


5. His own proper Will. 12. All his Blood. 
Now do bur conſider his abandoning the 


rincipal of thoſe things, how bitter it was. 
ord the abandoning of neareſt and moſt 
faithful Friends, is able to atflict any Heart: 
- Behold him forſaken by all his ſo Well-be- 
loved Diſciples, of whom he had made 
choice ( amongſt all mortal Men) to be the 
Depoſitaries of his Dochrine, of his Life, of 
his Blood. If Judas be at the Miſtery of 
his Paſſion, it is to betray him; if St. Peter 

7 be there aſſiſting, it is ro deny him; if his 
= A{orrowtul Mother ſtand at the Foot of the 
M3 L Croſs; 
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Croſs, it is to encreaſe the Grief of her Son; 
and after he had been ſo ill handled by his 
- cruel Executioners, to crucifie him again by 
the Hands of Love. The couragious Mo- 
ther, to triumph over her {elf by a magna- 
nimous Conſtancy, was preſent at the Exe- 
cution of her dear Son : She fixed her Eyes 
upon all his Wounds, to engrave them deep 
in her Heart: She opened her Soul wide to 
receive that ſharp piercing Sword, with 
- which ſhe was threatned by that venerable 
old Simeon at her Purification : And Jeſus, 
who ſaw her ſo afflicted for his Sake, he felt 
himſelf doubly crucified, upon the Wood of 
the Croſs, and the Heart of his dear Mother. 
We know it by Experience, that when we 
love one tenderly, his Afflictions and Diſ- 
graces will trouble us more than our own, be- 
cauſe he living in us by an affectionate Life, 
we live in him by a Lite of Reaſon and Ele- 
ction. Jeſus lived and repoſed in the Heart 
of his Bleſſed Mother, as upon a Throne of 
Love, and as within a Paradiſe of his moſt 
holy Delights. This Heart was before as a 
Bed covered with Flowers: But this ſame 
Heart (on the Day of his Paſſion) became 
like aScaffold hang d withMourning, where- 
upon our Saviour entered to be tormented 
and crucified upon the Croſs of Love, which 
was the Croſs of his Mother. This admira- 
ble Merchant, who deſcended from Heaven 

| . to 
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toaccompliſh the Buſineſs of all Ages, (who | 
took upon him our Miſeries to give us Fe- 
licities ) was plung d within a Sea of Blood; 
and in this ſo precious Shipwreck, there re- 
|  mained one only ineſtimable Pearl (which 
was his Divine Mother) and yet he abandons 
her, and gives into her the Hands of his Di- 
ſciple. After he had forſaken thoſe neareſt to 
him, ſee what he does with his Body: Jeſus 
did ſo abandon it (a little before his Death) 
that not being content only to deliver it as a 
| Prey to Sorrow, but he ſuffered to be expoſ- 
ed naked to the View of the World. And 
amongſt his ſharpeſt Dolors ( after he had 
been refuſed the Drink which they gave to 
Malefactors, to ſtrengthen them in their Tor- 
ments) he took for himſelt Vinegar and Gall. 
O what a SpeCtacle was it to ſee a Body torn 
in Pieces, which reſted itſelf upon its own 
Wounds, which was dying every Moment, 
bur could not die, becauſe that Life. diſtil- 
led by Drops? What Martyr did ever en- 
dure in a Body ſo ſenſible and delicate, ha- 
ving an Imagination ſo lively, and in ſuch 
piercing Dolors mixt with ſo tew Comtorts : 
And what Martyr did ſuffer for all the Sins 
of the whole World, as he did, proportio- 
ning his Torments according to the Fruits 
which were to proceed from his Croſs : Per- 
haps, O faithful Soul, thou lookeſt for a 
Mans Body in thy Jeſus, but thou findeſt no- 
| L 2 thing 
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ver with Gore Blood: Thou ſeekeſt for 
Limbs, and findeſt nothing but Wounds : 
Thou lookeſt for a Jelus which appeared 
glorious upon Mount Habor, as upon a 


Throne of Majeſty, with all the Enſigns of 


his Glory, and thou findeſt only a Skin all 
bloody, faſtened ro a Croſs between two 
Thieves. And if the Conſideration of this 
cannot bring Drops of Blood from thy 


Heart, it muſt be more inſenſible than a Di- 
amond. 


3. Toconclude, obſerve the third Quality 
of a good Death which will declare it ſelf 


by the Fxerciſe of great and heroick Virtues. 
Conſider that incomparable Mildneſs which 
hath aſtoniſhed all Ages, hath encouraged 
all Virtues, hath condemned all Revenges, 
hath inſtruQed all Schools, and crowned all 
good Actions: He was raiſed upon the Crols, 
when his Dolors were more ſharp and pier- 
eing; when his Wounds did open on all 
Sides; when his precious Blood ſhed upon 
the Earth, and moiſtened it in great Abun- 
dance; when he ſaw his poor Cloaths torn 
in pieces, and yet bloody in the Hands of 
thoſe who crucified him. He conſidered the 
extreme Malice of that cruel People, how 
thoſe which could not wound him with Iron, 
pierced him with the points of their accurſ- 
ed Tongues, He could quickly have made 


Fire 


— 


thing but the Appearance of one, cruſted o- 
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Fire come down from Heaven upon thoſe 
Rebellious Heads: And yet forgetting all his 
Pains to remember his Mercies, he opened 
his Mouth, and the firſt Word he ſpake, 
was in favour of his Enemies, to negotiate 
their Reconciliation before his Soul depart- 
ed. The learned Cardinal Hugues admiring 
this exceſhve Charity of our Saviour toward 
his Enemies, applies excellent well that 
which is ſpoken of the Sun in Eccleſiaſticus. 
He brings News to all the World at his Ri- 
{ing, and at Noon Day he burns the Earth, 
and heats thoſe Furnaces of Nature, which 
makes it produce all her Fruits. 
So Telus the Sun of the intelligib'e World 
did manifeſt himſelf at his Nativity as in 
the Morning; but the Croſs was his Bed at 

Noon, from whence came thoſe buining 
Streams of Love, which inflame the Hearts 
of all bleſſed Perions, who are like Furnaces 
of that eternal Fire which burns in Sn. 
On the other part admire that great Mag- 
nanimity which held him ſo long upon the 
Croſs, as upon a Throne of Honour and 
Power, when he beſtowed Paradiſe upon a 
Man that was his Companion in Suffering. 
I cannot tell whether in this Action, we ſhould 
more admire the good Fortune of the good 
Thief, or the Greatneſs of ſeſus, The Hap- 
pineſs of the good Thief, who is drawn for 
a Cut-throat to Priſon, from Priſon to the 
L 3 Judgment- 
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Judgment-Hall, from thence to the Croſs, 
and thence goes to Paradiſe, without need- 
ing any other Gate but the Heart of Jeſus. 

On the other Side, what can be more ad- 
mirable than to ſee a Man crucified to do 
that Act which muſt be performed by the 
living God, when the World ſhall end? To 
ſave lome, to make others reprobate, and to 
Judge from the Height of his Crols, as if he 
{at upon the chiefeſt Throne of all Monarchs. 
But we mult needs affirm, that the Virtue 

of Patience in this, holds a chief Place, and 
teaches very admirable Leſſons. He endures 
| the Torments of the Body, and the Pains of 
| the Spirit, in all the Faculties of his Soul, in 


». 
* 
— — — — — 


all the parts of his virgin Fleſh ; and by the 
Cruelty and Multiplicity of his Wounds they 
all become one only Wound, from the Sole 
{ of his Footto the Top of his Head. 
| His delicate Body ſuffers moſt innocently, 
and all by moſt ingrate and hypocritical Per- 
| ſons, who would colour theirVengeance with 
' anAppearance of Holineſs. He ſuffers with- 
out any Comfort at all, and ( which is more) 
without bemoaning himfelf; he ſuffers 
| Whatſvever they would or could lay upon 
him, to the laſt Gaſp of his Life. Heaven 
| wears Mourning upon the Croſs; all the Ci- | 
| tizens of Heaven weep over his Torments; 
the Earth quakes, theStones rend themſelves, 
Sepulchres open, the Dead ariſe: Only 2 * 
3 ICS 
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dies unmoveable upon hisThrone of Patience. 
To conclude, who would not be aſtoniſh- 
ed at the Tranquility of his Spirit, and a- 
mongſt thoſe great Convulſions of the World 
which moved round about the Croſs, amongſt 
ſuch bloody Dolors, inſolent Cries, and in- 
ſupportable Blaſphemies, how he remained 
pou the Crols, as in a Sanctuary at the Foot 
ot an Altar, bleeding, weeping and praying, 
to mingle his. Prayers with his Blood and 
Tears. I do now underſtand why the Wiſe 
Man faid, he planted Iſles within the Abyſs, 
ſince, that, in ſo great a Gulf of Affliction, he 
ſhewed ſuch a eee of the Spirit, there- 
by making a Paradiſe for his Father (amongſt 
ſo great Pains) by the ſweet Perfume of his 
Virtues. Afrer he had prayed for his Ene- 
mies, givena Promiſe of Paradiſe. to the 
good Thief, and recommended his Mother 
to his Diſciple, he ſhut up his Eyes from all 
human Things, entertaining himſelf only 
with Prayers and Sighs to his Heavenly Fa- 
ther. O that atthe Time of our Deaths we 
could imitate the Death of Jeſus, and then 
we ſhould be ſure to find the Streams of Life. 
Afpirations. | 
5 SpeQacles of Horror, but Abyſs of 
| Goodneſs and Mercy. I feel my Heart 
divided, by Horror, Pity, Hate, Love, Exe- 
cration and Adoration : But my Admiration, 
and being raviſhed, carries me beyond my 
3 4 ſelf. 
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ſelf. Is this then that bloody Sacrifice which 
hath been expected from all Ages? This hid- 
den Myſtery, this profound Knowledge of 
the Croſs, this dolorous Jeſus which makes 
the honourable Amends between Heaven and 
& Earth, the eternal Father, for Expiation of 
the Sins of human kind. | 
f Alas, poor Lord, thou hadſt but one Life, | 
and I ſee a Thouſand Inſtruments of Death, |! . 
which have taken it away. Was there need 
of opening ſo many bloody Doors to let out 
thine innocent Soul? Could it not part from 
the Body without making (on all Sides) ſo 
many Wounds, which after they have ſerv- 
ed for the Objects of Mens Cruelty, ſerve 
no for thoſe of thy Mercy? O my Jeſus, I 
know not to whom I ſpeak, for I do no more 
Eno theein theState thou now art, or it Ido, 
it is only by thy Miſeries, becauſe they are ſo 
| exceſſivethat there was need of a God to ſuf- 
| fer what thou haſt endured. I look upon 
| 
| 
| 


thy dishgured Countenance, to find ſome part 
of thy Reſemblance, and yet can find none 
but that of thy Love. Alas, O beautiful 
Head, which does carry all the Glory of the 
higheſt Heaven, divide with me this dolo- 
lous Crown of Thorns ; they were my Sins 

Which ſowed them, and it is thy Pleaſure 
that thine Innocency ſhould mow them. Give 
me, O ſacred Mouth, give me that Gall 
which I ſee upon thy Lips; ſuffer me to 

| ſprin- 
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ſprinkle all my Pleaſures with it, ſince afteĩ 
a long Continuance, it did ſhut up and con” 
clude all thy Dolors. Give me, O Sacred 
Hands, and adored Feet, the Nails which 
have pierced you: Love binds you faſt e- 
nough to the Croſs without them. But do 
thou, O Lord, hold me faſt to thy ſelf, by 
the Chain of thy immenſe Charity. ; 
| O Lance, cruel Lance, why didſt thou o- 
pen that moſt precious Side? Thou didſt 
think perhaps to find there the Son's Life, 
and yet thou foundeſt nothing but the Mo- 
ther's Heart: But without ſo much as think- 
ing what thou didſt in playing the Murderer 
thou haſt made a Sepulchre, wherein Iwill 
from henceforth bury my Soul. When ! be- 
hold theſe Wounds of my dear Saviour, I 
do acknowledge the Strokes of my own 
Hand. I will therefore likewiſe engrave 
there my Repentance: I will write my Con- 
verſion with an eternal Character. And if 1 
muſt live, I will never breath any other Life, 
but that only which ſhall be produced from 
the Death of my Jeſus Crucihed. | 


The Goſpel for Eaſter-Day, St. Mark 18. 


Nd when the Sabbath was paſt, Mary 
| Magdalen, and Mary we ames, and 
Salom bought Spices, that coming, they might 
anoint Jeſus. And very early the firſt of the 
Sabbaths they come to the Monument, the 
L Sun 
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Sun being now riſen. And th one to a- 
nother, who low us WY from 
the door of the Monument? And looking they 
ſaw the ſtone roll d back, for it was very great. | 
And entring into the Monument, they ſaw a 
young man ſitting on the right hand, covered 
with a white Robe : and they were aſtoniſhed. | 
Who ſaith to them, be not diſmayed, you ſeek 
Feſus of Nazareth, that was crucified : be is 
riſen, be is not here, behold the Place where 
they laid him, But go tell bis Diſciples, and © 
Peter, that he goeth before you into Galilee : 
there ſhall you ſee him, as he told you. 
Moralities. 
1. TH E Sepulcher of Jeſus becomes a 
Fountain of Life, which carries, in 
Power all the Glories of the higheſt Heaven. 
Our Saviour riſeth from thence, as Day out 
of the Eaſt, and appears as triumphant in 
the Ornaments of his Beauties, as he had 
been humbled by the Exceſs of his Mercies. 
The Rage of the Jews loſeth here its Po -W - 
er, Death his Sting, Satan his Kingdom, 
the Tomb his Corruption, and Hell his Con- 
queſt. Mortality is deſtroyed, Life is illu- 
minated ; all is drowned in one Day of Glo- 
ry, which comes {rom the glorious Light of 
our Redeemer. It is now (faith Lrtullian) 
that he is reveſted with his Robe of Honour, 
and is acknowledged as the eternal Prieſt 
for all Eterniry. It isnow (faith St, Grego- 


f 


for Lent. 2 7 | 
ry Nazianzen) that he reaſſembles Human 
kind (which was ſcattered 10 many Years by 
the Sin of one Man) and placeth it between 
| the Arms of his Divinity. This is the Ma- 
ſter· piece of his profound Humility ; and I 
1 dare boldly affirm (ſaith St. Ambreſe) that 
| God had loſt the whole World, if this ſa- 
cred Virtue, which he made ſo clearly ſhine 

in his beloved Son, had not put him into } 
Poſſeſſion of his Conqueſts. We ſhould all 

languiſh after this triumphant State of the | 
Reſurrection, which will make an End of all 
our Pains, and makeour Crowns everlaſting. 

2. Let us love our Jeſus as the Mariecdid 
that with them we may be honoured with | 
his Vifits. Their Love is indefatigable, cou- | 
rageous and inſatiable. They had all the 
Day walk'd round about the Judgment-Hall, 
Mount Calvary, the Croſs; and the Sepul- 
chre. They were not wearied with all that : 
And Night had no Sleep to ſhut up 
their Eyes. They forſake the Image of 
Death, which is Sleep, to tindDeath it } 
ſelf; and never look d after any Bed, ex- 
cept the Sepulchre of their Maſter; they 
travel amongſt Darkneſs, Pikes, Lances, the 
. Aﬀrights of Arms, and of the Night, no- 
| thing makes them afraid. If there appear 

a Difficulty to remove the Stones, Love gives 
them Arms. They ſpare nothing for their 
Maſter and Saviour: They are above Nice- 
1 demus 
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demus and Zoſeph, they have more exquiſite 
Perfumes, forſthey are ready to melt and diſtil 
their Hearts upon the Tomb of their Maſter, 
O faithful Lovers, ſeek no more for the liv- 
ing amongſt the dead: That cannot die for 
Love, which is the Root of Lite. 

5. The Angel inform of a young Man 
(covered with a white Robe) ſhews us that 
all is young and white in Immortality. The 
Reſurrection hath no old Age; it is an Age 

- Which can never grow or diminiſh. Theſe 
Holy Marzes enter alive into the Sepulchre, 
where they thought to find Death, but they 
learn News of the chiefeſt Lives. TheirFaith 
there confirmed, their Piety ſatisfied, there 
are Promiles aſſured, and their Love receives 
Conſolation. 

Aſpirations. 

T Do not this Day look toward the Eaſt, 

11 O my Jelus, I confider the Sepulchre, it 


is from thence this fair Sun is riſen. O that 


thou appeareſt amiable, dear Spouſe of my 
Soul. Thy Head which was covered with 


Thorns, is now crowned with a Diadem of 


Stars and Lights, and all the Glory of the 
higheſt Heaven reſts upon it. Thine Eyes 
which were eclipled in Blood, have enligh- 
tened them with Fires and delicious Bright- 
neſs, which melt my Heart : Thy Feet and 
Hands, ſo far as I can ſee, are enamel'd with 
Rubies, which, after they have been — 

jects 
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jects of Mens Cruelty, are now become e- 
ternal Marks of thy Bounty. O Jeſus, no 

more my wounded, but my glorified Jeſus, 
where am I? what do I? I ſee, Ifly, I ſwound, 
I die, I revive myſelf with thee. I do be- 
ſeech thee, my moſt ſacred Jeſus, by the 
moſt triumphant of thy Glories, let me no 
more fall into the Image of Death, not into 
thoſe Appetites of Smoke and Earth which 
have ſo many Times buried the Light of 
my Soul. What have I to do with the Il- 
luſions of this World; I am fox Heaven, 
for Glory, and for the Reſurrection, which 
I will now make bud out of my Thoughts, 
that I may hereafter poſſeſs them with full 
Fruition. 

The Goſpel for Monday in Eaſter-Week. 
St. Luke the 24. 


, þ N D behold two of them went the ſame 
day into a Town which was thy he's of 

ſixiy Furlongs from Jeruſalem, named Emma- 
us: And they ralk'd betwixt themſelves of all | 
thoſe things that had chanced. And it came to 
paſs, while they talk'd and reaſon d with them- 
ſelves, Feſus alſo bimſelf approaching, went 

with them, but their Eyes were beld that the 
might not know him. And be ſaid to them, wh:t 
are theſe communications that you confer one | 
*with another, walking, and are ſad And one | 
whoſe name was Cleophas, anſwering. for to | 
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him, Art thou only a Stranger in Jeruſalem, 'Þþ 
and haſt not known the things that have been 
done in it theſe days? To whom be ſaid, what | | 
things? And they ſaid, concerning Feſws of Na- 
zareth, who was a man, a Prophet, mighty in 
work and word before God and all the People. 
And bow our chief Prieſis and Princes deliver- 
ed him into condemnation of death, and cruciſi- 
ed him. But we hop d that it was he that ſbou d 
redeem Iſrael: And now beſides all this, to day 
is the third day ſince theſe things were done : 
But certainWomen alſo of ours made us afraid, 
zwho before it was hght, were at the Monu- | 
ment, and not finding his Body, came, ſaying, |: 
that they ſaw a Viſion alſo of Angels, who ſay 
that he is alibe. And certain men of ours 
went to the Monument, and they found it ſo as 
the woman ſaid, but him they 7 — not. And | 
he ſaith to them, Ofooliſh and ſlow of heart 10 
beheve in all things which the Prophets have + 
* _ ſpoken; oughtnot Chriſt tohave ſuffer d theſe 
| things, and ſo enter into his Glory? And be- 
; ginning from Moſes and all the Prophets, be 
did interpret to them in all the Scriptures the 
things that were concerning him. And they 
drew nh to the Town whither they went, and 
he made ſemblance togofarther. And they 
forced him, ſaying, tarry with us, becauſe it ts 
roward night, and the day is now far ſpent, 
and he went in with them. And it came 10 
toſs, while be ſat at the Table with them, he 
5 | too 
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; Took Bread, and bleſſed, and brake, and did 


* 


po 


reach to them: And their Eyes were open d and 


they knew him, and he vaniſhed out of their = 


fight. And they ſaid one to the other, was not 


our heart burning in us, whilſt he ſpake in the 


way, and opened unto us the Scriptures? And . 


riſmg up the ſame hour, they went back into 
Jeruſalem; and they found the eleven ga- 
thered together, and thoſe that were with 
them.ſaymg, that our Lord is riſen indeed,and 
bath appeared unto Simon. And they told 
the things that were done in the way, and how 
they Rnew him in the breaking of Bread. 
| alities. 

|| T is a ſtrange thing, that God is always 

with us, and we are fo little with him 
We have our Being, our Moving, our Life 
from him ; he carries us in his Arms, he 
keeps us as a Nurſe does her dear Child ; 
and yer all this while we ſcarce know what 
he is, and uſe him ſo often as a Stranger. 
He is in our Being, and yet we keep him 
far from our Heart, as a dead Man who is 
quite forgotten. And yet Enoch walked 
with him, and for that he was taken from 
the converſation of Men, and reſerved for 
Paradife. To ſpeak truth, our Soul ſhou'd 
always be languiſhing after her Jeſus, and 
count it a kind of Adultery to.be ſeparated 
from him ſo much as by thought. Let us 
learn a little to talk with him; we com- 

| 7M monly 
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monly have that in our Tongue which we 

A = in our Heart. Let us ſweeten the ſad- 
neſs of our Pilgrimage, by the contempla- 

tion of his Beauties. Let us look upon him 


as God and Man; the God of Gods, the 
Man of Men ; our great Saviour, and Pro- 


phet, powerful both in Word and Work; 
For if his Word be Thunder, his Lite is a 
Lightening. He hath been here doing good 
to all the World, and ſuftering hurt from 
all the World ; doing good without Re- 
ward, and enduring evil without Impati- 
ence, Weall paſs here as Torrents into 
_ Valleys, the only queſtion is of our paſſing 
well : Whether we look on worldly Goods 
as on Waters which paſs under a Bridge; 
and as upon the Furniture of an Inn which 


is none of ours. If we be embarqued in - 


the Veſlel of Life, ler us not amuſe our 
ſelves to gather Cockles upon the ſhoar : 
but ſo, that we may always have our Eyes 
fixed upon Paradiſe. . 
2. Two things do hinder thoſe Pilgrims 
from knowing Jeſus as they ſhou'd. The. 
one is, their Eyes are dazled ; and the o- 
ther is, the little Account they make of the 
Croſs, which drives them into a miſtruſt 
of the Reſurrection. And this is it which 
croſſeth us all our Life, and ſo often di- 
verts us from the point of our Happineſs. 
Our Eyes are dazled with falſe Lights 2 
- mne 
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the World, they are darkned with ſo many 
Miſts and Vapours of our ownAppetites and 
Paſſions, that we cannot ſee the Goods of 
Heaven in the brighteſt of their Day. World- 
y Chains have a certain affective Vigour and 
leafure, which is only painted, but they 
have a moſt certain Sorrow, and a moſt un- 
certain Contentment : They have a painful 
Labour, and a timerous Reſt; a Poſſeſſion 
full of Miſery, and void of all Beatitude. If 
we had our Eyes well opened, to penetrate 
and ſee what it is, we ſhould then ſay of all 
the moſt raviſhing Objects of the World, 
how ſenceleſs was I when I courted you, O 
deceitful World ! thou didſt appear great to 


me, vrhen I ſaw thee not as thou art: But ſo 


ſoon as I did ſee thee rightly, I did then 
ceaſe to ſee thee; for thou waſt no more to 
me but juſt nothing. We run in full Ca- 
reer after all that pleaſeth our Senſe; and 
the Croſs, which is fo much preached to us, 
is much more upon our Altars than in our 
Hearts. We will not know that the Throne 
of Mount Calvary is the Path-Way to Hea- 
ven; and as this Truth wanders from our 
Hearts, Jeſus de from our Eyes. Let us 
at leaſt pray Jeſus to ſtay with us, for it is 
late in our Hearts, and the Night is far ad- 
vanced, by our want of true Light. We 


ſthall not know Jeſus by Diſcourſe, but by 


| Feeling him in the Perſons of his Poor, 
Wi ER) | ſince 
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ſince he gives the continual Nouriſhment 
of his Body. ; | | 
_ Aſpreations. | 
O Only Pilgrim of the World, and firſt 
| dweller in the Heart of thy Heavenly 
Father; what a Pilgrimage haſt thou made, 
deſcending from Heaven to Earth, and yet 
without forſaking Heaven? Thou halt mark- 
ed thy Steps by thy Conqueſt, made viſible 
thy Way by thine own Light; thou haſt. 
watered it with thy precious Blood, and 
_ it with thy Wounds. O what a good- 
y thing it is to walk with thee, when thou 
openeſt thy ſacred Mouth as the opening of 
a Temple, to diſcover the Beauties and My- 
ſteries of it! O that it is moſt pleaſing to 
underſtand that Mouth vrhich diſtils ſo much 
Honey thro Lips of Roſes! But wherefore 
(my good Lord) art thou pleas'd to hide thy 
ſelf from a Soul which languiſhes after thee ? 
Take away the Veil from mine Eyes, and 
ſuffer thyſelf to be in the Veſture of thy 
Heavenly Beauties. If I muſt bear the Croſs. 
and paſs by the Throne ot Mount Ca/vary, 
to come to Heaven, I moſt humbly ſubmit 
to thy divine Pleaſure, that I may poſſeſs all 
that thou art. 
The Goſpel for Tueſday in Eaſter-Week, 
St. Luke 24 | 
Nd-wbile they fpake theſe things, Jeſus 
floodin the midſt of them, and - 2 
| them 
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rhem, Peace be to you, I is T, fear not. But 
they being troubled and frigbted, imagined 

| zhey ſaw a Spirit. And he ſaith to them, Why 

it | are you troubled, and cogitations ariſe in your 
y hearts? See my bands and my feet, that it is 
„ | T myſelf, handle and ſee, for a ſpirit bath no 
t | fleſh and bones, as you ſee me to have. And 
(= when be bad ſaid this, be ſhewed them his 
Hands andfeet. But they yet not believing, and 
it | ararvelling for Foy, be ſaid, Have you here 
d | anything to be eaten? But they offered him a 
[- | piece of fiſh broil d, and a Honey-comb. And 
u ' whenhbe had eaten before them, taking the re- 
f mains be gave them: And he ſaid to them, 


| 
* 


Theſe are the Words which I ſpake to you 
O | whenl was yet with you, that all things muſt 
h needs be fulfilled, which are written in the 
© Law of Moles andthe prophets.and the pſalms 
„F me. Then be opened their Underſtanding, 
2? * that they might underſiand the Scriptures. 
d And he ſaid to them, That ſo it is written, 
4 and ſo it beboved Chriſt to ſuffer,and to riſe 
. again from the dead on the third day, and 

pennance to be preached in bis Name, and 


2 
t remiſſion of Sins unto all Nations. | 
1 Moralities. 
IS - 7 E think ſometimes that Jeſus is 

5 far from us, when he is in the 

midſt of our Hearts: He watches over us, 
s and ſtretches out his divine Hands for our 
0  ProteQtion. Let us live always as if we were 


2 A aQually 
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actually in his Preſeuce, before his Eyes and 
in his Boſom. An ancient Tradition doth 
obſerve, that after our Lord's Aſcenſion, the 
Apoſtle did never eat together, but they left 
the firſt Napkin for their good Maſter, con- 
ceiving, that according to his Promiſe he 
was always with them: Let us accuſtom our 
ſelves to this Exerciſe of God's Preſence. 
It is a happy Neceſſity to make us do well, 
to believe and apprehend that our Judge is 
always preſent. If reſpect make him formi- 
dable, Love will teach us that he is the Fa- 
ther of all Sweetneſs. There can be no great- 
er Comfort in this World than to be preſent 
— * and Body with that which we love 


2. Jeſus is taken by his Apoſtles for a 
Spirit, becauſe, after the Reſurrection, he 
pierced the Walls, and appeared ſuddenly 
as Spirits do. St. Paul alſo ſaith, in the 2d 
to the Crinthians, That now we do nomore 

know Chriſt according to the Fleſh, that is 
toſay, by the Paſſions of a mortal Body, as 
St. Epiphanius doth expound it. We muſt 
make little uſe of all our Bodies to converſe 
with our Jeſus, who hath taken upon him 
the rare Qualities of a Spirit. We mult 
raiſe our ſelves above our Senſes when we 
go to the Father of Light, and the Creator 


of Senſe. He teaches us the Life of Spirits, 
and Commerce of Angels, and makes * 
5 
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of our Immortality, by a Body now im- 
mortal. Why are we ſo tied to our Senſe, 


and glued to the Earth? Muſt we ſuffer our 


ſelves to enter into a Kingdom of Death, 
when we are told of the Reſurrection of him 
who is the Author of all Lives? 
3. Admire the condeſcend ing and bounties 
of our Lord to his dear Diſciples. He that 
was entred into the Kingdom of Spirits and 
immortal Converſation, ſuffers his Feet and 
Hands to be touch'd, to prove in him the re- 
8 of a true Body. He eats in the preſence 
of his Apoſtles, tho he was not in more E- 
ſtate to digeſt Meat than the Sun is to digeſt 
Vapors. He did no more nouriſh himſelf 
with our corruptible Meat than the Stars do 
by the Vapours of the Earth; and yet he 
took them to confirm our Belief, and to make 
us familiar with him. It is the ACt of great 


and generous Spirits to abaſe themſelves, and 


condeſcend to their Inferiors. So David be- 


ing anointed King, and inſpir'd as a Prophet, 


) 


doth not ſhew his Perſon terrible in the 
height of his great Glory, but ſtill retained 
the mildneſs of a Shepherd. So Jeſus, the 
true Son of David (by his condeſcending to 
us) hath conſecrated a certain Decree wheres 
by we may aſcend to Heaven. Are not we 
aſhamed that we have ſo little Humility or 


- | » Reſpe& to our Inferiors, but are always ſo 
full of our ſelves, fince his Lord * his 
| ory 


CP 


Glory and Majeſty, doth yet abaſe himſelf 


to the Actions of our mortal Life? Let it be 


ſeen by our Hands whether we be reſuſcitat- 
ed by . Works, and giving libe- 
ral Alms. Let it appear by our Feet, that 
they follow the Paths of the moſt holy Per- 
ſons. Let it be ſeen by our Nouriſhment 
(which ſhould be moſt of Hony) that is, that 
celeſtial Sweetneſs which is extracted from 
Prayer. And if we ſeem toretuſe Fiſh, let 
us at leaſt remain in the Element of Piety, 
as2Fiſhes in Water. | 
Aſpirations. 
Hy Love is moſt tender, and thy Care 

moſt generous (O mild Saviour.) 
Amongſt all the Torrents of thy Paſſion, thou 
haſt not taſted the Water of Forgetfulneſs. 
Thou returneſt to thy Children as a Nigh- 
tingale to her litte Neſt: Thou doſt com- 
fort them with thy Viſits, and makeſt them 
familiar with thy glorious Life. Thou eat- 
eſt of a Honey- comb by Juſt Right, having 


firſt taſted the bitter Gall of that unmerci- 


ful Croſs. It is thus that ourSorrows ſhould 
be turned into Sweets. Thou muſt always 
be moſt welcome to me in my Troubles, for 
I know well that thou only canſt pacitie 


and give them remedy. I will govern my 


ſelf toward thee as toward the Fire; 


too much Familiarity will burn us, and - 


the want of it will ler us freeze: I 
| | Will 
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will eat Honey with thee in the bleſſed Sa- 
crament; I know that many there do'chew, 


but few receive thee worthily. Make me(O 


Lord) I beſeech thee, capable of thoſe, 


which here on Earth ſhall be the true Anti- 


paſts to our future Glory. 


The Goſpel for Low-Sunday, St. John 20. 


ereſore when it was late that day, the 
firſt of the Sabbaths, and the doors were 
ſhut where the diſciples weregather'd together 
for fear of the Jews, Feſw4s came and ſtood in 
the midſt, and ſaid to them, Peace be to you. 
And when he had ſaid this, he ſhewed them his 
bands and fide. The Diſciples therefore were 
glad when they ſaw our Lord. He ſaid there- 
fore to them again, Peace be to you. As m 


Farber hath ſent me. 1 alſo do ſend you. When 
he had ſaid this, he breathed upon them, and be 


ſaid to them, recerve ye the holy Ghoſt; Whoſe 
far you ſhall forgive, they ſhall be forgiven, 
and whoſe you retain, they are retained. But 
Thomas, one of the tele, who is called Di- 
dymus was not with them when Feſ14s came : 
the other Diſciples therefore ſaid to him, We 
have ſeen our Lord. But he ſaid to them, un- 
leſs I fee in bis hands the print of the nails,and 
put my Finger into the place of the nails, and 


put my hand into his fide, I will not believe. 


And after eight days, again his Diſciples 
were within, and Thomas with them. e ſus 
cometh, 


— 
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cometh, the doors being ſhut, and ſtood in tbe 
mid}, and ſaid, Peace to you. Then he ſaith 

to Thomas, Put in thy finger hither, and ſee © 
my bands, and bring hither thy band, and put 
it into my ſide, and be not mcredulous, but 
faithful. Thomas }anſwered, and ſaid to him, 
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My Lord and my God. Feſus ſaith to him, 
Becauſe, thou baſt ſeen me, Thomas, thou haſt 
believed; bleſſed are they that have not ſeen 
and have belicved. CT | 
Moralities. 
Eſus, the Father of all bleſſed Harmonies 

(after ſo many Combats) makes a gene- 
ral Peace in all Nature, He pacifieth Limbo, 
taking the holy Farhers out of Darkneſs, to 
enjoy an eternal Light, and ſending the 
Damned to the bottom of Hell, He pacihes 
the Earth, making it from thenceforth to 
breath the Air of his Mercies. He pacifieth 
his Apoſtles by delivering them from that 
profound Sadneſs, which they conceived by 
the imaginary Loſs of their dear Maſter. He 
pacifieth Heaven, by {weetning the Sharp- 
nels of his heavenly Father, quenching, by 
his Wounds, the Fire which was kindled of 
his juſt Anger. Every thing {mileth upon 
this great Peace-maker : Nature leaveth her 
Mourning, and putteth on her Robes of 
Chearfulneſs, to congratulate with him his 
great and admirable Conqueſts. It is in him 
that the Heavenly Father (by a ROT 5 
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ght) hath poured out the fulneſs of all 
races, to make us an eternal Dwelling, 


and to reconcile all in him and by him, pe 
cifying by his Blood from the Croſs all that 
is upon Earth and in Heaven. This 1s our 
—— of whom the Scripture ſpeaketh,. - 
that he clears all Difference, and appeaſeth. . 
all Battles. No ſtroke of any Hammer, or 
other Iron was heard at the building of Solo- 
moms Temple; and behold the Church, 
( which is the Temple of the Living God ) 
doth edifie Souls with a marvellous Tran- 
quility. | 
2. The Sun is not ſo well ſet forth by his 
Beams, as our Saviour is magnificently a- 


dorned with his Wounds. Thoſe are the 


Characters which he hath engraved upon his 
Fleſh, after an hundred ingenious Faſhions. 
The Ladies count their Pearls and Dia- 
monds, but our Saviour counts his Wounds 
in the higheſt Attire of his Magnificences. 
It is from thence that the Beauty of his Bo- 
dy taketh a new State of Glory; and our 
Faith in the ReſurreQion is confirmed, that 
the Good fill themſelves with Hope, Miſcre- 
ants with Terror, and Martyrs mg where- 
with to enflame their Courage. Theſe Dis 
vine Wounds open themſelves, as 1o many 
Mouths, to plead our Cauſe before the Ce-- 
leſtial Father. Our Saviour on never 
ſpake better for us than by the Voice of his 
3 , - .-M Precious 
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precious Blood. Great Inquiry hath been 
made for thoſe Monntains of Myrrh and 
Frankincenſe, which So/omon promiſeth in 
the Canricles, but now we have found them 
in the Wounds of Jeſus. It is from thence 
that there cometh forth a Million of ſancti- 
fied Exhalations of Sweetneſs, of Peace and 
Propitiation, as from an eternal SanQuary. 
A Man may ſay they are like the Carbun- 
cle, which melteth the Wax upon which it 
is Imprinted ; for they melt our Hearts by a 
moſt profitable Impreffion. At this Sight the 
eternal Father calms his Countenance, and 
the Sword of his Juſtice returneth into the 
Sheath. Shall not we be worthy of all Mi- 
ſeries, if we do arm theſe Wounds againſt 
us, which are ſo effectual in our Behalf ? 
And if this Blood of our Abel (after it hath 
reconciled his cruel Executioners) ſhould find 
Juſt Matter to condemn us for our Ingrati- 
tude ? Jahn, the ſecond King of Portugal had 
made a ſecret Vow, never to refuſe anything 
which ſhould be asked of him in the Ver- 
tue of our Saviour's Wounds, which made 
him give all his Silver Veſſels to a poor Gen- 
tleman that had found out the Word. And 
why ſhould we not give our ſelves to God, 
who both buyeth and requireth us by the 

"Wounds of Jeſus. | 
3. Jeſus inſpireth the ſacred Breath of his 
Mouth upon his Apoſtles, as upon = fitſt 
| ruits 
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Fruits of Chriſtianity, to repair the firſt 
Breath, and Reſpiration of Lives, which the 
Author of our Race did ſo miſerably loſe, 
It we can obtain a part of this, we ſhall be 
like the Wheels of Eæexiel s myfteriousCha- 
riot, which are fill'd with the Spirit of Life, 
That great Divine, call'd Matthias Vierna, 
ſaid, That Light was the Subſtance of Co- 
lours; and the Spirit of Jeſus is the ſame of 
all our Virtues. It we live of his Fleſh, there 
is great Reaſon we ſhould be animated by 
his Spirit. Happy a Thouſand Times are 
they who are poſſeſſed with the Spirit of Je- 
ſus, which is to their Spirit as the Apple of 
the Eye. St. Thomas was deprived of this 
amorous Communication, by reaſon of his 
Incredulity. He would ſee with his Eyes, and 
feel with his Hands, that which ſhould ra- 
ther be comprehended by Faith; which is 
an Eye bleſſedly blind; which knoweth all 
within its own Bleſſedneſs, and is alſo at 
hand, which remaining on Earth, goeth to 
find God in Heaven. 
Aſpirations. 
Reat Peace-maker of the World, who 
by the Eftuſion of thy precious Blood, 
haſt paciſied the Wars of forty Ages, which 
went before thy Death. This Word of Peace 
hath coſt thee many Battles, many Sweats 
and Labours, to cement this Agreement of 
Heaven and Earth, of Senle and N 2 
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God and Man. Behold, thou art at this pre- 


ſent like the Dove of Noah's Ark; thou haſt 


eſcaped a great Deluge of Paſſions, and ma- 
ny Torrents of Dolors thrown head long up- 


on one another. Thou bringeſt us the green 


Olive Branch, to be the Mark of thy eternal 
Alliances. What? Shall my Soul be ſo au- 
dacious and diſordered as to talk to thee of 
War, when thou ſpeakeſt to her of Peace ; 
to offer thee a Weapon, when thou offereſt 
the Articles of her Reconciliation, figned 
with thy precious Blood ? Oh! what Earth 


could open wide enough her Boſom to ſwal- 


low me, if I ſhould live like a little Ahn, 
with a Hand arm'd againſt Heaven,.which 


pos out for me nothing but Flowers and 


oſes? Reign (O my 1weet Saviour) within 
all the conquered Powers of my Soul, and 
within my Heart, as a Conqueſt which thou 
haſt gotten by ſo many Titles. I will ſwear 
upon thy Wounds, which after they have 
been the Monuments of thy Fidelity, ſhall 
be the adored Altars of Vows and Sacrifices. 
I will promiſe thereupon inviolable Fidelity 


to thy Service. I will liveno more but for 
thee, ſince thou haſt killed my Death in 


thy Life, and makeſt my Life flouriſh with- 
inthy triumphant Reſurrection. | 
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